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(54) Title: DRUM-MOUNTED ROLLER SPITTOON SYSTEM AND METHOD

FIG. 1

(57) Abstract: In many printing systems,
a print head assembly moves from a print
zone to a service station outside the print
zone, to allow cleaning and protection of
print heads during a non-printing period
or a shutdown process. With drum-type
printers, it is generally considered
impractical to interrupt printing by moving
the print heads to a position of a drum
to perform a decap spitting, i.e., cleaning
of the print heads. Advantageously, a
drum-mounted roller spittoon system is
developed which allows decap spitting as
often as desired without the need to move
the print heads out of the print zone. In
the drum-mounted roller spittoon system,
a roller spittoon cartrige is removably
mounted in a channel in the printer drum.
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