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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN B. WALKER, of 

Kansas City, Wyandotte county, Kansas, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 

5 ments in Photographic Wignetters, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, forming a part hereof. 
My invention relates to photographic vign 

Io ettes, and the object of the invention is to 
produce a vignetting attachment whereby the 
light is more widely diffused, resulting there 
fore in a softer vignette, and whereby also a 
graduation of shade is obtained. Further 

I5 more to produce a vignetting attachment 
which is strong, light and inexpensive. These 
objects I accomplish, as will be understood 
from reference to the following specification 
and the accompanying drawings, in which 

2O Figure 1, is a face view of a vignetting at 
tachment, constructed in accordance with my 
invention. Fig. 2, is a vertical sectional view 
of the same, taken on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, 
and also showing in vertical section a print 

25 ing-frame to which the attachmentis applied. 
A sheet of papier-maché or other suitable 

plastic material, of suitable size and shape is 
first cut away at or near its middle to form 
an opening of any desired shape, pear-shape 
preferably as shown; this opening being ser 
rated or scalloped marginally as at 3. One 
or more series of perforations or apertures 2, 
are formed through the sheet adjacent to said 
opening, these perforations or apertures be 

35 ing arranged preferably parallel with the 
margin of said opening and may entirely sur 
round said opening or not, as desired. The 
sheet is now adapted to be placed between 
suitable dies to mold or press that portion of 
the sheet immediately surrounding the aper 
tures or holes and the opening so that it shall 
converge outwardly and so that the margin 
of the opening (in side view or section) shall 
incline downwardly and inwardly. This is 
accomplished by molding or pressing at the 
upper portion to a greater distance from the 
margin of the upper end of the opening, and 
preferably gradually decreasing or tapering 
to the shortest portion at the bottom or lower 

so end of the said opening. At the junction of 
the flat or body-portion of the sheet with the 

40 

45 

lower converging portion, a depresssion is 
formed, as shown most clearly in Fig. 2, and 
this depression follows the curvature of the 
lower end of the opening for a suitable dis- 55 
tance, this depression stiffening and there 
fore adding strength to the converging or 
elevated portion of the vignetting attach 
ment. This raised portion is corrugated or 
fluted as shown at 1, entirely around the up 
per portion of the opening and at each side 
of said opening, these corrugations stiffen 
and tend to hold the vignette in shape. The 
corrugations are also for another purpose 
which will presently be explained. 65 
The attachment thus formed is secured to 

a photograph frame 4 in the usual manner, 
this frame being of the ordinary construc 
tion, having the glass 5 and the usual presser 
board 6, clamped in place in the usual man- 7o 
ner by spring-plates 7. Now, when the neg 
ative is secured in position and exposed to 
to the sun, the intervening space between the 
raised portion of the attachment and the neg 
ative, diffuses the light and a uniform grada- 75 
tion of printing upon the photograph is ob 
tained from the margin of the opening to a 
distance beyond the outermost line of perfo 
rations, these perforations admitting suffi 
cient light to blend the shading uniformly. 
The serrated or irregular margin of the 

opening prevents an abrupt line that would 
be printed upon the photograph were the 
margin of the opening even or not serrated. 
The corrugations or scallops in the raised or 85 
elevated portion not only stiffen the attach 
ment, but they also serve to confine and de 
flect the light in such manner as to materially 
assist in blending the shading upon the pho 
tograph. When the negative is adjusted 9u 
properly within the frame relative to the up 
wardly converging portion at the lower end 
of the opening, the frame may be disposed 
toward the Sun in such manner that the said 
upwardly converging portion will stop the 95 
line of printing at any desired point. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by ILetters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with a photographic Ioo 
printing frame, of a vignetting attachment 
secured to said frame, and comprising a sheet 
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of suitable material provided with an open- 3. A vignetting attachment for photograph- I. 
ing having its margin irregular or Serrated, ic-printing frames, comprising a sheet of suit 
and having one or more series of holes or able material provided with an opening hav 
apertures surrounding said opening, Substan-ing its margin irregular or serrated, and 

5 tially as set forth. molded to form an outwardly converging or 
2. The combination with a photographic- raised portion immediately around said open- 2 

printing frame, of a vignetting attachment ing, and corrugated or fluted, substantially 
secured to said frame, and comprising a sheet as set forth. 
of suitable material provided with an open- In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

Io ing, and having one or more series of holes or the presence of two witnesses. 
apertures marginally surrounding said open- JOHN B. WALRER. 
ing, and molded to form an outwardly con- Witnesses: 
verging or raised portion immediately around MAUD FITZPATRICK, 
said opening, substantially as set forth. M. P. SMITH, 

  


