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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A doll construction is provided having a centrally 

located upright bowling pin-shaped support defining a 
head portion, an enlarged body portion and a narrow 
neck portion. An elastic foundation is snugly fitted over 
and conforms to the body portion. A costume is attached 
to the foundation for movement therewith so that the 
costume can be removed from or positioned on the Sup 
port along with the foundation by utilizing stretching ac 
tion of the foundation. 

-eunum 

The present invention relates to a novel and improved 
doll construction and more particularly to a doll construc 
tion which can be inexpensively produced from basic 
available components yet is extremely esthetically pleas 
ing and suitable for a large variety of differently appear 
ing dolls. 

Countless doll constructions are known most of which 
feature conventionally formed doll bodies which mily 
be integral or made up of a plurality of components. 
Clothing for the dolls of known construction often com 
prises individual simulated garments or units which must 
be fastened or otherwise secured to the bodies by means 
which require some degree of manual dexterity. 
An important object of this invention is to provide a 

doll which can be inexpensively formed yet is highly 
pleasing to the eye. 
Another important object of this invention is to provide 

a doll in accordance with the preceding object which can 
be dressed with the use of a minimum of manual dexterity 
by small children. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
doll in accordance with the preceding objects which per 
mits large variations in its appearance. 
According to the present invention, a doll is formed 

having a centrally located upright support in the shape 
of a bowling pin with a head portion, a narrow neck por 
tion and an enlarged body portion. An elastic foundation 
fits snugly over and conforms to the body portion. A 
costume is attached to the foundation whereby the cos 
tume can be removed from or positioned on the support 
along with the foundation in a single operation requir 
ing little or no manual dexterity. Preferably, a pair of 
simulated arms are positioned on the bowling pin at or 
below the narrow neck portion. The arms are preferably 
formed of a sock which has been suitably treated to per 
mit slipping of the heel portion of the sock over the 
head portion. The central support is preferably a bowling 
pin which is particularly adapted to allow sliding of the 
entire costume over the head for dressing and undressing 
the doll in a single operation. 
These and other objects, features and advantages of 

the invention will be better understood from the follow 
ing description of the invention when read in connection 
with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a front view of a doll constructed in accord 
ance with a preferred embodiment of this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a front view of a support element thereof; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged front view of the arms thereof; 

and 
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FIG. 4 is a front view of the central support and arms 

in assembled relationship. 
Turning now to the drawings and with particular refer 

ence to FIG. 1 thereof, a doll is generally indicated at 
10 comprising a centrally located upright support 11 
and a dress costume 12. The centrally located upright 
support 11 is preferably a standard bowling pin and 
forms the body portion of the doll. The bowling pin shape 
is particularly desirable for usage since it is well propor 
tioned for use as a doll body. Discarded bowling pins 
which have been dented or otherwise rendered unusable 
for bowling can be inexpensively obtained for use in the 
present invention. 
The bowling pin body 11 comprises a head portion 

13, a narrow neck portion 14, an enlarged body portion 
15 with a flat base 16 designed to rest on the ground 
or other flat surface to support the doll in its upright 
position as best shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 
Mounted on the enlarged body portion 15 is an elastic 

foundation garment 17 preferably made of an elasticized 
textile. The foundation garment 17 is preferably an elas 
ticized textile tube and can be knitted or stretch woven 
of conventional stretch materials known in the art. In 
some cases the knitting or weaving pattern can impart 
stretch properties to the garment 17. The foundation 17 
snugly fits about the body portion having an upper neck 
line 18 adapted to hold it on the body portion and allow 
removal and replacement by merely sliding the founda 
tion 17 upwardly over the head. The foundation 17 
carries the costume 12 as will be later described. 
The supports for the arms of the doll are preferably 

formed of a conventional sock such as 19 preferably 
made of a stretchable textile material as is known. The 
sock 19 is cut to form a hole 20 at the heel portion and 
a second hole 21 directly opposite the heel portion. The 
opened end of the sock is tied with a tie string 22 after 
filling of the sock with conventional stuffing materials 
such as shredded foam rubber, batting, felt, or other 
such materials. The arms are positioned on the bowling 
pin 11 by slipping them over the head onto the narrow 
neck portion 14 as best shown in FIG. 3 where arms 
23 and 24 are formed by the sock 19. 
The face of the doll can be formed by painting directly 

on the head portion of the bowling pin as indicated at 
25 in FIG. 1. Alternatively, an elasticized cloth tubular 
member can be slipped over the head portion and suitably 
decorated to indicate a face. When a decorated tubular 
member is used to form the face, interchangeable faces 
can be provided for each doll. Thus, not only the dress 
of the doll can be changed, but the facial expressions 
and appearances can also be changed. 

In the preferred embodiment, a hat 26 is positioned 
on the head as is well known in the doll industry. In 
some cases, the hat may be omitted or any shape hat of 
known design may be employed. 
The costume 12 of the preferred embodiment is made 

up of an outer dress 27 with a downwardly extending 
petticoat 28 having arm portions 29 and 30. The dress 
27 is preferably a one-piece dress made of a cotton 
material and has an elasticized neck 31 adapted to stretch 
over the slightly enlarged head of the bowling pin. The 
dress may have the petticoat 28 sewn to it and extend 
ing therebelow as in the preferred embodiment by a line 
of sewing (not shown). 

It is a key feature of this invention that the entire 
costume 12 is attached to the foundation 17. Buttons 33 
are sewn on the dress as a decoration with the sewing 
stitches passing under the dress to the foundation 17 
at the points indicated at 34 in FIG. 2 thus firmly at 
taching the dress to the foundation. Additional stitches 
may be sewn in the dress to attach it to the foundation 
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17 if desired at the rear and sides of the doll although 
this is not necessary. Since the costume 12 is attached 
to the foundation, it need not be additionally attached 
to the bowling pin support 11 simultaneously with the 
foundation 17 by merely stretching and removing the 
foundation or placing it in the position shown in FIG. 2 
as desired. The arms 19 can be removed with the costume 
12 or can be left in position when the dress is removed. 
Thus, buttons, catches, clasps and other attachment means 
need not be opened and repositioned in order to dress 
or undress the doll as children often do in playing with 
a doll. 
No hands are necessarily associated with the doll. If 

desired, the dress 27 can carry integral simulated hands 
34 and 35 as shown, sewn to ends of the arm portions 
of the dress. In some cases, the hands 34 and 35 can be 
attached directly to the ends of the sock 19. 
While a specific embodiment of this invention has been 

shown and described, it should be understood that many 
variations thereof are possible. For example, the particular 
material of the costume 12 can be varied as known in the 
art to use plastics or any conventional textile materials. 
In some cases, buttons and clasps may be used if desired 
although this is unnecessary to dress and undress the doll. 
The particular costume shown is merely a preferred em 
bodiment although a wide range of colors and styles 
can be employed for the costume of the doll. The costume 
can extend downwardly to or beyond base 16 to entirely 
cover the bowling pin 11. In some cases, the doll can be 
formed without arms although it is preferable to use 
arms of the type previously described. For example, the 
doll may be a simulated penguin with no arms used. 
Human characterizations can also be made without the 
use of arms. Arms can be formed by other means than 
the sock 19. In some cases the arms 23 and 24 are Sewn 
to the costume 12 to facilitate removal along with the 
costume. In all cases, it is preferred to use the foundation 
17 of a stretchable material on which is attached sub 
stantially all of the outer garments used to permit simple 
and rapid dressing of the doll and changing of costumes 
by repositioning a second foundation having a different 
costume attached to it over the support formed by the 
bowling pin like member such as 11. 

In view of the modifications possible, this invention is 
to be limited only by the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A doll construction comprising 
a centrally located upright bowling pin-shaped support 

having a head portion, an enlarged body portion and 
a narrow neck portion intermediate said body and 
head portions, 

an elastic foundation snugly fitted over and conforming 
to said body portion, 

a costume attached to said foundation for movement 
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4 
therewith so that said costume can be removed from 
or positioned on said support along with said founda 
tion by utilizing stretching action of said foundation. 

2. A doll construction in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said support is a bowling pin and a pair of 

simulated arms are positioned on the narrow neck 
portion thereof 

said arms defining an aperture into which said narrow 
neckportion is placed. 

3. A doll construction in accordance with claim 2 
wherein said costume comprises a dress sewn to said 
foundation. 

4. A doll construction in accordance with claim 3 
wherein said arms are formed by an elongated tubular 
member lying in a substantially horizontal position 
said elongated tubular member defining ends and 
having a vertically extending passageway intermediate 
said ends for positioning about said neck portion. 

5. A doll construction in accordance with claim 4 
wherein a simulated face is painted on said head portion. 

6. A doll construction in accordance with claim 5 
wherein said dress is attached to said foundation by 

stitching acting to secure said dress to said founda 
tion and additionally support decorative means ex 
posed to view on said dress. 

7. A doll construction in accordance with claim 4 
wherein a simulated face is provided on said head by 

an elasticized tubular member. 
8. A doll construction in accordance with claim 7 and 

further comprising 
said arms being formed by an elongated tubular mem 

ber lying in a substantially horizontal position said 
elongated tubular member defining ends and having 
a vertically extending passageway intermediate said 
ends for positioning about said neck portion. 

9. A doll construction in accordance with claim 8 
wherein said arms are attached to said costume and 

are removable therewith, 
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