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Be it known that I, PAUL A. ROOK, a 
citizen of the United States of America, 
and a resident of the city of Seattle, in the 
county of King and State of Washington, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Can-Closing Appliances, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The present invention pertains to a novel 

appliance for producing and closing vent 
openings in cans and it consists in the novel 
features and combinations of parts as set 
forth in the following description and de 
fined in the annexed claims, 
The primary aim of the invention is the 

production of a device of the above type 
which may be employed to puncture a can 
for discharge and also applied as a closure 
for vents. - 

In the accompanying drawings, wherein 
similar reference characters designate cor responding parts throughout: Figure 1 
shows in side elevation a device embodying 
the features of my invention, in such form 
as now preferred by me, applied to the end 
of a can, and Fig. 2 is a section on line 
2-2 of Fig. 1. 
The device, as shown, comprises base 

parts or shoulders 11, combined with oppo 
sitely disposed angular stems 2,2 which are 
connected with a hand part 3 in the form 
of a knob. The base parts 1, 1 serve as 
backings for suitable packings, conven 
iently provided in the form of rubber 
washers 5, 5, which fit snugly about the 
upper end portions of respective down 
wardly projecting extensions 4, 4 of the 
base parts 1, 1. The extensions 4, 4 as will 
be observed, taper downwardly and termi nate in pointed ends, whereby they are 
adapted to serve as means for puncturing 
a can at spaced points to provide vents 
therein and to guide the device in applying 
the same as a closure for vents. 
The stems 2, 2, as shown, are releasably 

connected with hand part 3 whereby they 
can be adjusted to vary the spacing of the 
extensions 4, 4 as may be desired in adapt ing the device for puncturing cans of dif 
ferent diameters, or to adjust the extensions 
4, 4 in conformity with the spacing of vents 
in applying the device to cans. In this con 

nection it will be observed that hand part 3 is provided with a rectangular eye exten 
sion 3 wherein the stems 2, 2 are slidably 
engaged in overlapping relation and nor 
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mally secured by a clamping screw 6 seated 
in one side wall of the eye. 

In applying the device to a can previ 
ously punctured to provide spaced vents, 
screw 6 is first loosened to release the stems 
2, 2, which are then adjusted in eye 3’ to 
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space the extensions 4, 4 in conformity with . 
the spacing of the vents. 
set up and the device positioned by insert 
ing the extensions in the vents with down 
ward pressure of the hand on part 3 to ap 
ply the packings 5, 5 to the can. 

Screw 6 is then 
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In using the device to puncture a can 
the extensions 4, 4 are first adjusted in the 
manner just described to a spacing some 
what less than the diameter of the can. 
Screw 6 is then set up and the device ap 
plied, under pressure of the hand on part 3 
with the points of the extensions 4, 4 against 
one end of the can. 
Having thus described my invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent of the United States of 
America, is: 1. A can closing appliance comprising a 
hand part provided with an eye extension, 
angular stems each having one end portion 
slidably engaged in the eye of said exten 
sion of the hand part, means adjustably 
holding the said last named end portions 
of said stems, and vent entering members 
of relatively small diameter depending 
from the other end portions of said stems. 

2. A device of the character described 
comprising a hand part, angular stems hav 
ing depending portions provided on their 
free ends with enlarged base parts, vent 
entering members of relatively small diame 
ter fixed to and depending from the base 
parts of said stems, said stems being ad 
justably mounted on said hand part for ad 
justment of said vent entering members to 
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ward and from one another, and means for 
adjustably securing said stems to said hand 
part. 

3. A device of the character described 
comprising a knob-like hand part, angular 
stems on said hand part projecting there 
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from in relatively opposite directions and Signed at Seattle, Washington this 15th 
E". depending free EE E. free day of December 1910. ends of said stems being enlarged, and vent 
entering members of E. 'small di. w PAUL A. ROOK. 
ameter fixed to the under faces of the free Witnesses: 
ends of said stems and spaced inwardly B. J. Rook, 
from the edges thereof. C. M. HADLEY. 


