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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ALBERT H. LINAWEAVER, OF FINDLAY, OHIO. 

GUMMED-TAPE MOISTENER. 

2,064,504. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 10, 93. 
Application filed September 24, 1912. Serial No. 722,089. 

To all othon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALBERT H. LINA 

WEAYER, a citizen of the United States, l'e- 
siding at Findlay, in the county of Han 
cock and State of Ohio, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Gummed-Tape 
Moisteners, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention is an improved gummed 

tape moistener adapted for automatically 
moistening gummed tape, whether of paper 
or cloth, as the same is drawn out from the 
roll and also for use in cutting off pieces 
of any desired length from the tape as the 
same is moistened so as to greatly facilitate 
the use of the glimmed and moistened tape 
in fastening packages, mail matter, and the 
like, the object of the invention being to 
provide an improved device of this char 
acter which enables the tape roll to be 
readily placed therein or removed there 
from, which may be used for moistening 
tape which is gummed on either side. 
which may be used for moistening tape of 
varying widths and which is entirely sani 
tary and may be readily cleaned and is, 
moreover, extremely cheap and simple, 
strong and durable and not likely to get 
out of order. 
The invention consists in the construc 

tion, combination and arrangement of de 
vices hereinafter described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings:-Figure 

1 is a side elevation of my improved gum 
tape moistener. Fig. 2 is an end elevation 
of the same. Fig. 3 is a plan of the same. 
Fig. 4 is a vertical transverse sectional view 
of the same on the plane indicated by the 
line 4-4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a detail hori 
Zontal sectional view on the plane indi 
cated by the line 5-5 of Fig. 2. 
The base 1 of my improved gummed tape 

moistener is hollow and forms a case or 
receiver for the reception of a roll of 
gummed tape a, the spool or core piece b 
of the roll of tape being mounted for ro 
tation on a vertical stem 2 which projects 
upwardly from the center of the bottom of 
the case and the upper portion of which is 
screw-threaded and provided with a clamp 
ing nut 4. A plate 5 which is preferably 
made of sheet metal is placed in the case 1 
and bear's fictionally on the upper side 
of the roll of tape to tension the latter and 
prevent it from being too readily unwound, 

the Said friction plate engaging the sides 
of the case and being, hence, prevented from 
tlining with the gum tape roll. By ad 
justing the nut on the stem, the friction of 
the plate 5 on the upper side of the gum 
tape roll may be varied as required. The 
hollow base or case 1 is provided with sup 
porting feet 6 on its lower side at its cor 
ners which are preferably made of rubber 
and the said hollow base or case is also pro 
vided with a removable top S which is pro 
vided near its corners with downwardly ex 
tending studs 9 to bear in the corners of 
the case and, hence, hold the top in place 
thereon and yet permit the top to be readily 
removed. The top or cover 8 is provided 
at its center with a rectangular recess 10 
formed by vertical side and end walls 11, 
one of the end walls being provided with an 
upWardly extending guide 12 which has a 
cutter bar 13 at its upper end and is also 
provided at a suitable point with a guide 
opening 14 across which extend a pair of 
spaced guide bars 15. This guide 12 is, in 
practice, made of sheet metal and is in 
tegral with one end wall 11 of the recess 
10 and on the outer side of the said guide 
is a brace 16 which is made of wire of suit 
able gage, is substantially U-shaped and 
has its base 17 secured on one end of the 
cover S and its arms 18, which are curved 
secured at opposite sides of the guide, the 
latter being also preferably curved, as 
shown. 
The base 17 of the brace is also formed 

with a guide bar 19 which is spaced from its 
base 17. In one end wall of the case 1 is a 
vertical guide slot 20 through which the free 
end of the tape passes from the roll and at 
one side of this guide slot is a roller 21 over 
which the tape passes, there being an in 
clined guide bar 22 at an angle of 45° on the 
said wall of the case, near the guide slot 20 
and below the guides 17-19 of the brace 16 
of the upright guide 12. 
A reservoir 23 which is here shown as 

rectangular in form and which, in practice, 
is preferably made of porcelain or other 
non-corrosive material is adapted to hold a 
Small quantity of Water and is fitted detach 
ably in the recess on the upper side of the 
cover 8. The vertical side walls of this res 
ervoir are provided in their upper sides with 
medially arranged semi-circular recesses 24 
which form the bearings for the trunnions 
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25 of a moistening cylinder 26. This mois 
tening cylinder is also preferably made of 
porcelain or other material which will not 
corrode and is detachably mounted on the 
reservoir and for rotation therein. 
The end of the gummed tape passes out 

through the guide slot 20, bears against the 
roller bar 21, is then passed around the in 
clined bar 22 to form a bend therein, and is 
then drawn upwardly between the guide ele 
ments 17-19 of the brace 16 and then 
passes in through the space between the 
guide bars 15 of the guide 12. The user by 
grasping the extreme end of the gummed 
tape draws the same over the upper surface 
of the moistening roll and as the moisten 
ing roll turns in the water in the reservoir 
23, its peripheral Surface is wet and, hence, 
moistens the gummed side of the tape. 
By drawing the tape up and across the 

Serrated edge of the cutter bar 13, the mois 
tening tape can be cut of at any desired 
length, as will be understood. 

It will be observed that the roll of tape 
lies horizontally and is inclosed in the case 
formed by the base of the device so that it is 
perfectly protected from dust and damp 
ness. The roll of tape may be readily put 
in place or removed from the device, tape of 
any width may be used and, if desired, two 
or more rolls of tape may be used in the de 
vice at the same time, within the limits of 
capacity of the base case, one roll on an 
other. 
The device enables either gummed cloth 
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tape or gummed paper tape to be used, as 
may be desired. 
While I have herein shown and described 

a preferred form of my invention, I would 
have it understood that changes may be 
made in the form, proportion and construc 
tion of the several parts without departing 
from the spirit of my invention and within 
the scope of the appended claim. 

claim:- 
A gummed tape moistening device of the 

class described comprising a case having a 
vertical axis rising from its bottom having 
a roll of gummed tape and also provided 
at one side Wall with a vertical guide open 
ing for the tape and with an inclined guide 
bar, a removable top to close the upper side 
of the case, the said top being provided on 
its upper side with a recess, one Wall of 
which has an upwardly extending guide, the 
said guide being provided with a cutter bar 
at its upper end and also provided at an in 
termediate point with spaced guides, a brace 
for the said guide secured on the removable 
top and provided at one end of the top with 
a guide element for the tape, a reservoir on 
the case, fitted in the recess thereof, and a 
moistening cylinder mounted for rotation in 
the reservoir. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ALBERT H. LINAWEAVER. 
Witnesses: 

LEWIs D. FIRMIN, 
MERCER. N. PoE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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