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Patented Oct. 19, 1943

. "The .pufpose :o:f“'-the 1‘Jrnesent" iﬁvéﬁtién" is-to

" Application February 9, 1943, Serial No. 47

provide an-improved adjustable supporting means .

“for.wall paper steaming: pans.. .nhi o fLl S
Ir. the removal:of ‘wall.paper,:from wall sur-

faces; it is a common practice to soften the paper

by steaming the same in order:that its adherence
with the wall.surfaces may be destroyed and the
paper:: quickly. and ‘conveniently removed.: In
-effecting this operation, -use.is-made ordinarily
of a small portable steam generator which is'con~
nected by a length of flexible tubing with anopen-
ended steaming pan. ~ In:practice; this:steaming
pan is manually held and:moved from place to
‘place.over the wall surface as the paper:is re-
moved. “While this operation‘may be carried out
conveniently ~on: vertical walls; it is awkward,
tedious and laborious ‘to use ‘the same on room
ceilings, particularly with ‘the operator standing
on scaffolds or other elévated supporting means.
" -Accordingly, it is one of the primary’ objects
of the present invention to provide ‘an improved
adjustable supporting device by means of which
the steaming pan may be kept in contact with

the surface of & room ceiling without subjecting ..

its- operator’ to  unusual or. sustained fatigue-
produeing conditions.. . .
* Another object of the'invention resides ‘in'a
steaming pan support comprising a pair ¢f stand-
ards composed of a paif of ‘telescopic members

having means for maintaining’ their relative posi-
tions of adjustment, the lower of said members
being adapted for engagement with ‘a’ floor sur-
face and the upper of said members’ carrying a

vertically movable pan’ holder, there being piv-

oted lever means mounted on the upper member
of the standard to effect the raising and lowering
of the pan holder and the pan. carried, thereby
in effecting the operation of the device. .
it is a further object of the invention to so form
the pan holder that the steaming pan associated
“therewith may be moved over a considerable area

of the wall or ceiling surface without requiring -

change in position of the lower part of the sup-
porting standard where it engages with the floor
or .other base surface.

Still, a further object resides in the provision ‘

of a simple, easily operated and inexpensive de-
vice for relieving a wall paper operator of the
task of supporting a steaming pan when thelatter
is used on room ceilings. ;

For a further understanding of the invention,
reference is to be had to the following description
and the accompanying drawing, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a wall paper
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steaming: pan suppott formed in accordance with
the present-invention; .ol " ;

. ~Fig.:2 is a vertical sectional view taken through
the upper portion of the support; )

_.Fig; 3 is a‘transverse Sectional view on the plane

indicated by the:lifie TII—ITI of Fig. 2;
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< Pig, 4:is'a détail sectional:view taken through
the lower portion of the: support;

Fig. 5 is»a horizontal sectional view on the
plane iridicated by:the: line V—V of Fig. 2.
: Referring mote particularly to the drawing, the
numeral ‘I..designates-a wall baper steaming pan,
the same being of conventional construction and
having an open side which is adapted to be placed
against the wall paper to be. softened and removed
by the action of :steam; the bottom of the pan
peing equipped. with. a manipulating handle 2.
The: pan:is connected; as usual, by means of a
lerigth of flexible tubing 3 with the valved steam
outlet .4 0f a small:portable: steam generating
unit 5. "The present invention resides in the pro-

yision:. of ~an improved -adjustable supporting

standard, -indicated: generally at 6, adapted for
use in-maintaining the steaming pan in contact
with the surfaces of a.room ceiling, indicated at
1, the.lower: portion of the standard being en-
gaged with the floor or other base surface 8 of
@ TOOML. = < siss 0wl e .

./The standard 6 comprises 2 base section which
is‘formed with. a floor-engaging pad or cushion
10:from. which arises a'metallic.rod {1 of suitable
iength. . The;upper-portion of the rod il is tele-
seoped within . the lower portion of a lengith of
vertical-tubing-12. ;. The lower end.of said tubing
is formed with a reenforcing collar. 13.in which
is received a set screw 14, the latter being of the-
hand-operated type so that. it may be conven-
iently operated to retajn frictionally the rod and
tibing in various positions of relative adjustment,
adapting the standard to different room heights.
. The upper end of the tubing receives the slid-
ing stem 15 of a pan holder. The upper portion
of the stem 15 passes through a nipple 16 pro-
vided on the upper end of the tubing 12 and,
above said nipple, the stem 15 terminates in
a horizontally disposed seating extension. 17.

. Seated upon the extension 17 is a resilient clamp

{8, the curved jaws of which having clamping
engagement with the handle 2 of the pan {. The
side jaws of the clamp I8 at their upper ends
terminate in laterally and downwardly directed
wings' 19, which are so disposed as fo admif of
tilting of the standard from a truly vertical posi-
tion for the purpose of permitting the steaming
pan to contact an extended area of the ceiling
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surface without changing the position of the base
section of the standard where it contacts the
floor. This avoids frequent adjustment in the
operating position of the standard and enables
the latter to be used without interfering. with

5

the desired rapidity in the operations of removing

wall paper from the ceiling surface.

In effecting the support of the stem 15, the
outer end of the extension 1T is pivotally con-
nected as at 20 with the upper end of a link 2I.
The lower end of this link is pivotally connected

as at 22 with one end of an operating: lever 23..

The intermediate portion of this lever is aper-
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position may be quickly executed by the mere
actuation of the pivoted lever.

What I claim is:

1. Supporting means for wall paper steaming
pans comprising a standard composed of a pair
of telescopically engaged sections, a Pan holder
having a depending stem received within a ver-

" tical guide formed with the upper section of said

10

tured for the reception of a remavable pin 24

which also passes through registering openings 25
formed in the tubing {2. The pin 24 is provided
at one side with a curved extremity 26 which
loosely fits over the lever 23 to hold the pin
against accidental displacement. By manually

pressing the lever 23, and rocking the same about-

the axis 24, the holder extension may be: ele-
vated, thereby maintaining the open side of the
steaming pan in desired engagement with the
ceiling surface of the room. This ‘may-be. done
by operating the lever. manually or, if desired,
by the use of a coil spring 21, the upper end of
this spring being engaged with the lever 23 on
the opposite side of the standard as regards
the link 21, the lower end of said spring. being
connected as at 28 to a collar 29 which is ad-
justable on the tubing 12,  The use of the
spring 21 is optional since the device can be used
advantageously when the operator depresses the
lever manually. : . - : R
In view of the foregoing, it will be seen that
the present invention provides an improved de-
vice for effecting the support of a Wwall paper
steaming pan when the latter is used to remove
old wall paper from the ceiling. In the operation
of this steaming pan, live steam is brought di-
rectly onto the face of the wall paper, thereby de-
stroying the adhesive properties of the paste be-
tween the paper and the wall, thus causing the
paper.to become loosened or disengaged from the
wall so that it may be: easily. removed. Prior
devices for effecting the support of the steam-
ing pan have, in the main, been formed to em-
body extensible standards which require change
in position of such standards for each new op-
erative position which the steaming pan occupies
on the wall surface. This has interfered with
the desired rapidity of operation. By use of the
lever arrangement disclosed herein, the steam-
ing pan, without adjusting the effective length
of the standard, may be moved from place to
place over the ceiling surface, so that a com-
paratively wide area of wall surface may be op-
erated upon before any change in position of
the standard is necessary, and these changes in
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standard, clamping means carried by said holder
with which the handle structure of a steaming
pan has rocking engagement, a lever pivotally

~mounted on the upper section of said standard,

and a link uniting said lever with said pan holder
and operative to raise and lower said holder upon
pivotal swinging movement of said lever.

2. Supporting means for wall paper steaming
pans comprising a standard composed of a pair
of telescopically engaged sectilons, a pan holder
having a depending stem received within a ver-
tical guide formed with the upper section of said

‘standard, clamping meangs carried by said holder

with which. the handle structure of a steaming
pan has rocking engagement, a lever pivotally
mounted on the upper section of said standard,
a link uniting said lever with said pan holder and
operative to raise.and lower said holder upon
pivotal swinging movement of sald lever, and
spring means erigaged with said lever and with
the upper section of said standard, said spring
means tending to maintain said holder in an
elevated position. ' )

3. Supporting means for wall paper steaming
pans comprising a standard, a steaming pan
holder provided with g depending stem, the
latter being slidably received within a socket pro-
vided in the upper end of said standard, a lever
mounted for pivotal movement on said standard,
link means connecting one end of said lever with
said holder whereby upon the oscillation of the
lever, said holder may be raised or lowered, and
a clamp carried by the upper portion. of said
holder adapted for the reception of the handle
structure of an associated steaming pan.

4. Supporting means for wall paper steaming
pans comprising a. standard, a steaming pan
holder provided with a depending stem, the lat-
ter being slidably received within & socket pro-
vided. in the upper end of said standard, a lever
mounted for pivotal movement on said standard,
link means connecting one end of said lever with
said halder whereby upon the oscillation of the
lever, said holder may be raised or lowered, a
clamp carried by the upper portion of said holder
adapted for thereception of the handle struc-
ture of an associated steaming pan, and spring
means connected with said lever and standard
and serving to rock said lever in a direction ef-
fecting the elevation of said holder.

‘ BENJAMIN LAVALLEY.




