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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MARY W. BATTLE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Denver, in the city and county of Denver 
and State of Colorado, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Menu 
Card Holders; and I do declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 
other's skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
and to the characters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifi 
cation. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

menu card holders of the type disclosed and 
claimed in my co-pending application, Se 
rial No. 583,650, filed August 22, 1922, 
Patent 1492,065, April 29, 1924. 

It is the object of this invention to 
produce a menu card holder, which shall be 
so constructed that the menu card can be 
conveniently and securely attached thereto 
and held in place thereon. 
My present invention relates particularly 

to the means by which the locking bar is held 
in place so as to be conveniently operated. 
My invention, briefly described, comprises 

a cover composed of two members hingedly 
connected. Secured to the hinge pin are two 
U-shaped members and hingedly connected 
to another member, also secured to the hinge 
pin near one end thereof, is a locking bar 
that can be swung downwardly into place 
between the parallel sides of the U-shaped 
members. The member to which the lock 
ing bar is pivoted, is slidable on the hinge 
pin and is acted upon by a spring, which 
moves it outwardly. The locking bar and 
the U-shaped members have cooperating 
interengaging locking portions that are 
brought into and out of locking engage 
ment by a slight longitudinal movement of 
the locking bar. 
In order better and more clearly to de 

scribe by invention, I shall have reference 
to the accompanying drawing, in which the 
same is illustrated, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing my 
improved menu card holder in partly open 
position; 

Fig. 2 is a section taken along line 2-2, 
Fig. 1, and shows the locking bar in oper 
ative position; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to that shown 

in Fig. 2, but with the locking bar shown in inoperative or partly open position; 
Fig. 4 is an end elevation of one of the U 

shaped members; 
Fig. 5 is a section thereof taken on line 

5-5, Fig. 4; and 
Fig. 6 shows a slightly modified form of 

construction. - 

My holder comprises two side or cover mem 
bers 1 and 2, each of which is provided with 
interengaging hinge portions 3 held in op 
erative relation by means of a hinge pin 
4. The end member 3 on one of the covers 
has been made narrower than the others so 
as to leave a considerable portion of the 
hinge pin exposed. This narrow member 
has been designated by the numeral 5 for 
the purpose of more definitely identifying it. 
Slidably mounted on the exposed portion of 
the hinge pin is a member 6 which is prefer 
ably U-shaped and which forms one abut 
ment for the spring 7 whose other end abuts 
the adjacent part 3. Hinged at 8 between 
the sides of the member 6, is a locking bar 
9. This bar can be moved about its pivot 8 
into the positions shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
Membel's 10 are secured to the hinge pin at 
points spaced equidistantly from the ends of 
the cover. In the embodiment illustrated, 
members 10 have a notch 11 extending in 
Wardly from one end, while the other end is 
provided with an opening 12 for the recep 
tion of the hinge pin. Each member is also 
provided with a cut 13, which enables the 
member to be deformed slightly in order 
that considerable friction will be developed 
between it and the hinge pin. One end of 
the slot 11 is countersunk near the bottom, 
as indicated by numeral 14. The locking 
bar has portions 15 and 16 of a reduced 
diameter, which permits them to be inserted 
into the slot 11. One end of each reduced 
portion is conical, as indicated by numeral 
17. This conical portion is adapted to fit 
into and cooperate with the countersunk 
portion 14 for the purpose of locking the 
bar in the position shown in Fig. 2. 
ASSunning that the parts are in the po 

sition shown in Fig. 2 and that it is desired 
to move the locking bar 9 into the position 
shown in Fig. 3, the operator grasps the end 
18 and pulls the bar toward the right. This 
disengages the locking portions 14 and 17 
and permits the bar to be swung upwardly 
about its pivot 8. The menu card 19 (Fig. 
3) is perforated and inserted over the mem. 
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be's 10, after which the bar 9 is moved into 
the position shown in Fig. 2. The lock 
ing bar must be moved toward the right 
(Figs. 2 and 3) against the tension of the 
spring 7, both when it is moved into locking 
and into unlocking positions. The mem 
bers 10 have been shown as machined out 
of a solid piece of metal, but this is not 

O 
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the construction that will be followed in 
quantity production, as it is obvious that 
the same results can be obtained by form 
ing these members by dies which are cheap 
er. In the drawing I have shown both of 
the members 10 as being provided with a 
countersunk part 14 for engagement with 
the conical part 17, and this is the preferred 
construction. It is practicable, however, 
to omit this locking feature from the mem 
ber 10 nearest the pivot 8. 

In Fig. 6 I have shown a slightly modi 
fied construction in which the member 6, 
to which the rod 9 is hinged, has no sliding 
movement on the hinge pin. Instead of 
having the bar movable longitudinally of 
the hinge pin, I make the member 10 far 
thest from the pivot 8 movable longitudinal 
ly of the hinge pin and provide a spring 7. 
which corresponds in function and opera 
tion to the spring 7 shown in Figs. 2 and 3, 
and which serves to move the bifurcated 
lug 10 on the hinge pin. When the bar 
or rod 9 is in operative position, as shown 
in Fig. 6, the spring 7 moves the lug 10 
against the conical shoulder 17 and locks 
the bar in operative position. It is evident 
that the relationship of the spring 7A and 
the lug 10 may be reversed if desired, in 

- which case the conical surface 17 will also 

40 
be reversed with respect to the reduced sec 
tion of the rod. Such an arrangement 
Would put the bar 9 under a compressive 
strain instead of under tension, but the re 
Sult would be the same. In the modification 
the bar is unlocked by moving the lug 10 
on the hinge pin instead of the member 6 
as in Figs. 2 and 3. 

I Want to call particular attention to the 
locking means employed, which comprises 
a locking bar hingedly connected with a 
member 6, which is slidably connected to 
the hinge pin and acted upon by the spring 
7, which tends to move it toward the mem 
ber 5 and the locking means, which is ren 

55 
dered operative or inoperative at will by 
imparting to the bar 9 alongitudinal move 
ment in the direction of the hinge pin. 
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Having now described my invention, what 
I claim as new is: - 

1. A menu card holder comprising two 
relatively movable side members connected 
by a hinge having a hinge pin, a member 
slidably connected to said hinge pin, a bar 
connected at One end to said slidable mem 
ber, resilient means for producing a force 
tending to move the locking bar in a direc 
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tion parallel to the hinge pin, and locking 
means for holding said bar in operative 
position, said locking means being adapted 
to be rendered operative or inoperative by a 
movement of said slidable member on the 
hinge pin. - 

2. A menu card holder comprising two 
relatively movable side members connected 
by a hinge having a hinge pin, a member 
slidably connected to said hinge pin, a bar 
pivoted at one end to said slidable member, 
a helical compression spring surrounding 
said hinge pin and abutting against the 
sliding member, means for holding said bar. 
in a position parallel to the hinge pin, said 
means comprising a member attached to the 
hinge pin, said last-named member having 
a notch for the reception of the hinge pin, 
and interengaging means on the member 
and the bar and cooperating with the spring 
for locking the bar in operative relation to 
the hinge pin. m 

3. In a menu card holder, in combination, 
two hingedly connected sides, a locking bar 
adapted to secure a menu card in place be 
tween said sides, said bar having one end 
hingedly connected to the hinge pin by 
means adapted to move bodily on the hinge 
pin and cooperating locking means on the 
free end of the bar and on the hinge pin. 
for holding the bar in operative position. 

4. A hinge comprising, in combination, 
two relatively movable members, a hinge 
pin operatively associated with said men 
bei's, a member slidably connected to the 
hinge pin, a bar having one end pivotally 
connected to the slidable member, said bar 
having its free end provided with a locking 
element, and locking means carried by the 
hinge pin and adapted to cooperate with : 
the locking element on the bar to hold the 
bar in operative position, said locking ele 
ment and locking means being adapted to 
move relative to each other. 

5. A hinge comprising, in combination, 
two relatively movable members, a hinge 
pin operatively associated with said mem 
bers, a member slidably connected to the 
hinge pin, a bar having one end pivotally 
connected to the slidable member, said bar 
having its free end provided with a locking 
element, locking means carried by the hinge 
pin and adapted to cooperate with the lock 
ing element on the bar to hold the bar in 
operative position, Said locking element and 
locking means being adapted to move rela 
tive to each other and resilient means for 
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holding the bar in locking engagement with 
the locking member. . . . . . . . . . . 

6. A hinge comprising, in combination, 
two relatively movable members, a hinge 
pin operatively associated with said mem 
bers, a member slidably connected to the 
hinge pin, a bar having one end pivotally 
connected to the slidable member, said bar 
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having its free end provided with a locking 
element, locking means carried by the hinge 
pin and adapted to cooperate with the lock 
ing element on the bar to hold the bar in 
operative position, said locking element and 
locking means being adapted to move rela 
tive to each other and resilient means for 
holding the bar in locking engagement with 
the locking member, said means comprising 
a coil spring having One end in engagement 
with the slidable member. 

7. A menu holder comprising hinged 
cover members, a lug carried by the holder, 
a rod pivoted to the lug, a plurality of 
bifurcated projecting membel's adapted to 
receive the rod, said rod being longitudinal 
ly movable with respect to the projecting 
member 1, cooperating locking means on 
the rod and the projecting members, said 
locking means being adapted to be made 
operative and inoperative at Will by a long 
tudinal movement of the rod with respect 
to the projecting members, and a spring 
carried by the holder and arranged to in 
part longitudinal stress to the rod for main 
taining the same in locking relation with 
the projections. 

8. A menu holder comprising hinged 
cover members, a lug carried by the holder, 
a rod pivoted to the lug, a plurality of 
bifurcated projecting members adapted to 
receive the rod, the latter being shouldered 
adjacent the projecting members to form 
stops, said projecting members being pro 
vided with a socket to receive said shoul 
dered portions and means carried by the 
holder for imparting stress to the rod in a 
longitudinal direction to maintain the same 
in locking relation with the projections. 
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9. A menu holder comprising a pin, cover 
members hingedly connected with the pin, 
a lug mounted on the pin, a rod pivoted 
to the lug, a plurality of projecting mem 
bers mounted on the pin and slotted to 
receive the rod, one of the projections being 
provided with a socket, the rod having a 
beveled shoulder adapted to engage the 
Socket, and a spring mounted on the pin 
and acting on the lug to impart stress to 
the rod in a longitudinal direction to main 
tain the same in locking relation with the 
Socket of one of the projecting members. 

10. A menu card holder, comprising, in 
combination, two relatively moyable sides 
connected by means comprising interengag 
ing hinge members operatively connected by 
means of a hinge pin, a locking bar adapted 
to secure a menu card in place between said 
sides, a member connected at One end with 
the hinge pin and having its other end con 
nected with the bar, means for holding the 
bar in parallel relation with the hinge pin, 
Said means comprising a locking member 
having one end secured to the hinge pin 
and its other end provided with means for 
cooperating with Supplemental means on the 
bar to lock the latter in operative position, 
and means for permitting relative movement 
between the locking member and the bar in 
the direction of the axis of the latter, said 
means comprising a Spring that Surrounds 
the hinge pin and has one end in contact 
with One of the interengaging hinge mem 
be's and its other end in engagement with 
One of the members that holds the bar. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa 

ture. 
MARY W. BATTLE." 
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