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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL M. PAINTER, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
residing at Fort Scott, in the county of 
Bourbon and State of Kansas, have invent 
ed certain new and useful Improvements in 
Devices for Dispensing Paper Napkins, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My present invention relates generally to 

dispensing devices and more particularly to 
devices for dispensing paper napkins in such 
manner that each napkin may be easily 
grasped and readily removed without touch 
ing any other napkin of the pile or stack, 
thus avoiding contamination and the spread 
of disease and tending materially to Sanitary 
and general cleanliness. 
A further object is the provision of a nap 

kin dispensing device which will be simple, 
economical and durable, which may be 
readily and easily refilled and which will be 
highly effective and efficient for the intend 
ed purposes. 

In the accompanying drawing which illus 
trates my present invention and forms a 
part of this specification, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the com 
plete device ready for use, 

Figure 2 is a central vertical cross section 
therethrough, 

Figure 3 is a vertical cross section taken 
along the inner surface of one of the side 
walls with the lids removed, and Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of 
one of the lids. 

Referring now to these figures my inven 
tion proposes a dispensing device including 
a rectangular casing generally indicated at 
10 and seated upon a base 11, the casing in 
cluding front and rear walls 12 and 13 as 
well as side Walls 14 and 15 of which the said 
side walls are provided with upper triangu 
lar extensions 16 above the upper edges of 
the front and rear walls 12 and 13. 
The above mentioned extensions 16 of the 

side walls have inner angularly disposed 
grooves 17 paralleling their edges, the lower 
ends of which grooves terminate adjacent to 
the sides of the outer edges of the front and 
rear walls, and the upper ends of which 
grooves cross one another adjacent to the 
apices of the upper extensions 16 of the side 
walls so that they are adapted to receive the 
side edges of a pair of lids 18 together form 

ing a closure member. These lids have 
plain edges at opposite ends and along one 
side, and the other side edge of each thereof 
is rolled to form a bead 19, the lids being 
readily slidable into and out of the grooves 
17 angularly with respect to one another 
and One at a time, with their beaded edges 
19 uppermost so that they form handles for 
the manipulation of the lids in their move 
ment into and out of the groove. 
As plainly seen in Figures 1 and 2 the 

beaded upper edges 19 of the lids 18 are 
spaced slightly apart when the lids are in 
effective position so that they thus form be 
tween them a dispensing slot 20 through 
which the paper napkins seen at A may be 
withdrawn from the inside of the casing. 
Within the casing is a napkin rest plate 

and follower 21 disposed horizontally and 
normally pressed in an upward direction by 
an actuating Spring 22 which seats on the 
base 11 and whose upper end engages the 
lower surface of the follower plate, it being 
plainly seen from Figure 2 in particular 
that the napkins A are folded in interlap 
ping relation so that as each napkin is with 
drawn through the dispensing slot 20, a por 
tion or in other words the upper fold of the 
next succeeding napkin will be drawn up 
wardly into the slot so that it may be readily 
grasped and removed. During removal of 
the several napkins of the pile or stack 
within the casing, they are constantly shift 
ed upwardly as a whole by the tension of 
the spring 22 and it is obvious that for the 
purposes of refilling the casing or in other 
words replenishing the pile or stack of nap 
kins it is simply necessary to slide the lids 
18 upwardly out of the grooves 17 thus ex 
posing the entire upper portion of the in 
terior of the casing in order that the new 
Supply of paper napkins may be easily 
placed in position and the lids subsequently 
replaced as shown. 
I claim: 
A napkin dispensing device consisting of 

an upright casing having a spring controlled 
internal napkin rest plate and follower, said 
casing having front, rear and side Walls of 
which the said side walls have upstanding 
triangular extensions above the front and 
rear walls, provided with grooves along the 
inner surfaces and paralleling the edges 
thereof, and lids slidable angularly and op 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

05 



2 1,525,040 

positely with respect to one another into and 
out of said grooves through the upper inner 
ends thereof, said lids having their adjacent 
edges spaced apart in the effective position 
and forming a dispensing slot therebetween, 
the said adjacent edges of the said lids hav 
ing rolled beads therealong to prevent tear 

ing of the napkins during withdrawal and 
forming handles for ready removal and re 
placement of the lids. O 

In testimony whereof i have affixed my 
signature. . - - - 

SAMUEL M. PAINTER. 


