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because they relate to subject matter not requited to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the pregeribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful intemational search can be carried out, specifically:

3. Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4{a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: '
-- see exlra sheet -*-

Asall required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, 1his imternational search report covers all searchable
claims,

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

000

4, Neo required additional search fees were timely paid by the spplicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-18

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
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-*- Conlinuation of Box No. lll Observations whera unlly of invention is lacking -*-

This application contains the following inventions or groups of Inventions which are not 5o linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In arder for all inventiens to be examined, the appropriate additional examination feas must be paid.

Group |: Claims 1-18 directed to 2 method of deploying an interbody implant into a vertebral disc space comprising inserding an inflatable
balloon to restore feraminal height and guiding the Interbady implant through a minimally invasive window and deploying the Implant

Group II; Claims 19-21 directed to an intarbody system comprising an interbody implant comprising an expandable baltoon; a trocar
wherein the Impiant Is inserted through the trocar

The inventions listed as Groups |-l do not relale to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 becauss, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

SPECIAL TECHNICAL FEATURES

The inventlon of Group | includes the speacial technical feature of a method of deploying (an interbedy implant) into a vertebral disc
space, the method comprising: inserting {an inflatable balloon) into the veriebral disc space wherain (the inflalable ballaon} is configured
io expand into the vertebrat disc space thereby clearing the veriebral disc spacse; expanding (the inflatable balloon} to restore foraminal
height; withdrawing (tha inflatable balloon) from the vertebral disc space; guiding {the interbody implant) through & minimally invasive
access window into the vertebral disc space; and deploying (the interbody implant) inte the vertsbral diss space not required by the
claims of Group 1.

The invantion of Group Il includes the special technical featura of an intarbody system comprising:
{an interbody implant including an expansion balloon); and a trocar; wherein (the interbody implant) Is inserted thraugh the trocar not
required by the claims of Group 1.

COMMON TECHNICAL FEATURES

Groups I-1l share the common tachnical features of an inlerbady implant Including an expansion ballaon/inflatable balloon. However, this
shared technical feature doas not represent a contribution over prior art as belng anficipated by US 2004/0133280 A1 to TRIEU which
discloses an interbody implant including an expansion balloonfinflatabla balloon (see Fig 1; para [0067]-[0071] - see Intarbody implant 30
which has an expandable balloon 55},

Ag the commen technical features were known In the art at the time of the invention, these cannol be considered special technical
featura that would otherwise unify the groups.

Therefare, Groups 1-1] lack unity under PCT Rule 13 because thay do not share a same or corresponding spectal technlcal feature.
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