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CAsE B.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoSEPH W. GARDNER,
of Shelburne Falls, in the county of Franklin
and State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain Improvements in Table-Cutlery, of which
the following is a specification:

My invention consists of a spring-guard for
carving-forlks, so constructed and applied to
the fork as to serve both as a guard and as a
support for the fork when in use, as herein-
after more fully described. .

Figure 1 is a side view of the fork prepared
to have the guard attached. TFig.2 isa trans-
verse section of the fork with the guard ap-
plied, and Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the
fork and guard complete.

As usually constructed, the guard of carv-.

ing-forks consists of a single bar of metal piv-
oted at one end in a recess made in the shank
of the fork with a spring underneath in the re-
cess. This is difficult to make and to clean
when used, and the spring is apt soon to rust
out, or otherwise become defective. To rem-
+ edy these objectionsis the object of my present

invention, and to accomplish this I proceed as
follows: :

Having constructed the tongs and shank of
the fork in the usual manner, I then form on
each side of the shank A two grooves, o and
¢, as shown in Fig.1,thegrooveobeingformed
at right angles to the shank, while the other
grooveeismade oblique, asrepresented in Figs.
1 and 3. At the point where the two grooves
intersect each other, I drill a small hole trans-
versely through the shank A for the reception

of a pin, I, on which the gunard is pivoted, as-

shown in Fig. 2. The guard B consists of a
slender piece of steel, bent in the form of a
staple with its sides curved,so as to be nearest
together at the center, as shown in Fig. 2, its
other portions being rendered ornamental in
any desired manner. On the inner faces of
the two legs, asit were, of this guard, a small
hole is formed to receive the ends of the pin [,
and by which it is held in place, the pin form-
ing a journal or pivot, on which the guard

turns. This guard B is made of steel, and is
of such a width that when it is placed astride
of the shank A it will spring into the notches
or grooves, and thus remain fixed in position
in whichever of the grooves it mayrest. When
it is to be used the guard is turned up, so as
to rest in the grooves o, as shown in- Figs. 2
and 3, in which position it serves as a guard,
and at the same time the portion that extends
below the shank serves as a rest or feet, on
which it is supported, as represented in Fig.
3, thus obviating the necessity of using a sep-
arate rest, and keeping the fork from soiling
the table-cloth.

‘When not in usethe guard B is turned down,
80 as to rest in the grooves ¢, as indicated by
dotted lines in Fig. 3, the spring of the side-
bars being sufficient to hold it secure in either
position. To render the guard more secure
when in use, I propose to make the rear sides
of the grooves o above the pivot at rightan-
gles laterally to the shank, so as to afford a
secure support for the guard, and prevent it
from being accidently pushed over backward.

It is obvious the pin I may be extended en-
tirely through the side bars if prepared; or.
that the bars may each be provided with a
short journal or point to fit in the hole instead
of using the pin, in which case the hole need

‘not extend all the way through,

By these means I simplify and cheapen the
construction of the fork, and provide a guard
that also serves as a rest.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. The guard B, constructed substantially
as described, whereby it is made to clasp the
shank between its prongs; as set forth.

2. A fork having its shank provided with
the grooves o ¢, in combination with the guard
B, constructed to operate substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

JOSEPH W. GARDNER.

Witnesses:

F. A, BAaLy,
HirAm O.-SMITH.




