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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
STAFFORD O'BRYAN, OF MADISON, WISCONSIN. 

PLOWSHARE a M. MERS N G CLAMP. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 585,458, dated March 12, 1895. 
Application filed January 5, 1894, 

To all, whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, STAFFORD OBRYAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city of Madison, in the county of Dane and 
State of Wisconsin, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Smiths' Tongs 
or Clamps for Holding Plowshares, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact speci 
fication, reference being had to the drawings 
accompanying the same and to the letters 
marked thereon. 
This invention relates to smiths' tongs or 

clamps, provided with surfaces or edges which 
are designed to fit the sides of a plowshare 
and hold the same during the act of immer 
SIO. 

The said invention consists in the especial 
construction and combination of parts here 
inafter particularly set forth and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1. 
represents a side elevation of my improved 
clamp or tongs, holding a plowshare. Fig. 2 
represents a plan view of the same without 
the plowshare. Fig. 3 represents the various 
parts of the tongs, detached, without the plates 
and keeper. Fig. 4 represents a detail plan 
view of the pair of clamping plates. Fig. 5 
represents an edge view of one of the said 
plates; and Fig. 6 represents a detail view of 
the keeper. . 

L. designates the straight legs of the tongs 
which are pivoted together at the top by a 
pintle P, passing through pivot-holes p in 
their ears D. H. The said pintle is screw 
threaded and held in place by a nut outside 
of the said ears and is also extended consider 
ably beyond the said nut. 
Cand C designate a pair of plates which 

are riveted to these legs at r occupying a po 
sition between the aforesaid pivot and the 
ends a ac' of the said legs which are grasped 
by the smith's hands, and locked at will by 
slipping over them the link-shaped keeper K. 
Studs s, fitted into the said legs near the 
handle ends a ac' thereof constitute, with the 
extended pintle P, supports for the clamp 
when the latter is placed on a table or any 
horizontal surface with the plowshare in its 
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grasp. The said plates fit against the said 
legs at their ends Q near the handles and for 
the greater part of their length, but their re 
moter ends Ware equally and correspondingly 
bent outward therefrom so that their inner 
edges B will conform to the usual shape of 
the sides of a plowshare. One side of such a 
share is shown in Fig. 1 occupying the posi 
tion in which the said share is grasped and 
held by the said plates; and the other side 
will of course have a corresponding curva 
ture of surface. The said plates considerably 
overlap the legs to which they are respectively 
attached, so that their edges B will be nearly 
or quite in contact when the said legs are 
parallel to each other as shown in Fig. 2. As 
shown in Figs. 2, 4, and 5, the said edges are 
beveled away on each side to sharpen them 
and obtain a tighter fit and more secure grip 
on the plowshare. 

Heretofore in some instances tongs or 
clamps have been provided with scissors-like 
extensions beyond the pivoted point, or other 
plowshare grasping parts which are similarly 
located; but such a construction involves pro 
jections that are likely to get in the way by 
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catching on all sorts of obstacles, or an un- 75 
necessary and awkward lengthening of the 
tool or a loss in leverage as well as in neat 
ness and compactness. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
A plow-share clamp for smiths' use con 

sisting of a pair of legs pivoted together at 
one end and provided with plates attached 
to them between said pivot and the handle 
ends of the said legs, the edges of the said 
plates projecting toward each other being 
equally curved outward near the end remote 
from the handles, in order that they may pre 
sent inner edges adapted to fit on the sides 
of a plow-share substantially as set forth. 

STAFFORL) O'BRYAN. 
Witnesses: 

J. E. WAKELEY, 
J. A. MACK. 
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