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The present invention relates to a boat hitch
arrangement for mooring a rowboat or other
like small boat.

It is an object of the invention to provide an
inexpensive device that securely moors the hoat
to a pier or dock. It is essential that the device
provide sufficient flexibility of movement of the
boat to permit the boat while moored to ride
rough water in severe storms. 'This is accom-
plished in the case of the present invention with-
out resulting in damage either to the boat or
to the dock to which the boat is attached.

The foregoing constitute some of the principal
objects and advantages of the present invention,
others of which will become apparent from the
following description and the drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a rowboat moored along-
side a pier or dock and embodying the present
invention; and

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view through
the boat and the dock, the view being taken along
the line 2-—2 of Fig. 1.

For purposes of illustrating the present inven-
tion one emhbodiment only is shown and will be
described. It is recognized, of course that modi-
fications may be made in the specific form illus-
trated without departing from the intended scope
and spirit of the invention.

Referring now to the drawings the present
invention is illustrated in connection with a row-
boat generally indicated at 5 that includes a pair
of sides 6 and T that merge together at 8 to
form the front of the boat. At the rear of the
boat the sides 6 and T are connected by a back
9. The floor of the boat is illustrated at 18.

The boat 5 is shown disposed alongside a pier
or dock Il that has extending outwardly there-
from an arm 12. The boat 5 is spaced behind
the arm 12 and the front end 8 of the boat is
connected to this arm by means of a front hitch
generally indicated at 13. Mounted on the dock
11 is a fastening bracket 14 that includes a ring
15 to which is attached one end of a side hitch
generally indicated at 6. The other end of this
hitch 16 is attached to an eyelet 17 located on
the side 7 of the boat. To a similar ring 18 that
is attached to side 6 of the boat is fastened a
second side hitch 19 that in turn is fastened
at its other end to a post 20 that projects into
the ground as best shown in Fig. 2.

The front hitch (3 comprises a pair of coiled
springs 21 that are disposed in spaced parallel
relationship and are connected by front and rear
cross bars 22 and 28 respectively that are fastened
to the ends of the coiled springs 2(. At the
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center of the front cross bar 22 is an eyelet 24
to which is attached one end of a snap fastener
25. The snap fastener 25 is adapted to be secured
to an eyelet 26 that is fastened to the arm 12
that extends outwardly from the pier i{. To
the center of the rear cross bar 23 is an eyelet
27 to which is secured one end of a snap fastener
28. This snap fastener 28 in turn is adapted
to be secured to an eyelet 29 that is mounted
on the front end 8 of the boat 5.

The side hitches 16 and {9 are identical and
each comprises a pair of tension coiled springs
30 that are secured on one end to a cross bar
3la and to the other end to a cross bar 31b. To
the cross bar 3la is secured a snap fastener 32.
The snap fastener 32 is adapted to be secured
to the eyelet {7 or I8 on one or the other side
of the boat.

To the cross bar 8{ag, in the case of the side
hitch 16, is secured a link 33 that is fastened
to the bracket 14 on the pier i, whereas to the
cross bar 81b, in the case of the side hitch 19,
is secured a collar or band 34 that is fastencd
by means of a screw 35 onto the post 20.

There is just described a boat hitching device
that securely moors the boat in place alongside
the pier but at the same time provides for ample
movement of the boat during storms and the like
to prevent damage either to the boat or to ithe
pler. The forward end of the boat can move
up and down or sideways without being mate-
rially restrained by the front hitch 3. The
springs 21 stretch together or independently
depending upon the direction and condition of
the force applied by the boat while it is riding
rough water to yield in whatever manner is re-
quired by the movemant of the boat. The side
hitches 16 and 19 likewise provide for upward
and downward, as well as sideward movement
of the boat 5 and alsc allow the boat to move
forward and backward in response to the stretch-
ing of the springs 2i at the forward end of the
boat.

It has been found in practice that this moor-
ing arrangement is very effective in maintaining
the boat in proper relationship with respect to
the pier and the boat fastening members and
at the same time it does not permit the boat
to move away from its place of mooring a suffi-
cient distance to cause damage either to the
boat or to any neighboring boats that may be
moored in an adjacent location.

I claim:

A device for mooring a boat comprising a for-
ward spring hiteh that includes a plurality of
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parallel spaced tension coil springs connected atb
their opposite ends to front and rear cross bars,
a fastening member attached to each cross bar
at approximately the center thereof, one of said
fastening members being adapted to be secured
to the forward end of a boat and the other fas-
tening member to a stationary fixed mooring
member, and s pair of side hibtches, one being
disposed on each side of the boat including a
plurality of spaced tension coil springs connected
on their front and rear ends to cross pars, and
a fastening member attached to each cross bar
at approximately the center thereof, one of said
fastening members being adjacent to the side

of the boat and the other to a fixed mooring 15

member. :
WILLARD W. GORMAN.
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