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My invention relates to an apparatus and 
method of decorating labels. 

It is the object of my invention to provide 
an apparatus and method of decorating 

5 labels with variegated colors in order to in 
sure the beautiful effects and color com 
binations which shall be the same for large 
numbers of similar labels. 

It is a further object of my invention to 
10 provide an apparatus and method which will 

eliminate handwork and which will be 
adaptable to quantity production. 

eretofore in the art it has been impos 
sible to apply with any economy or secure 
a proper effect of variegated colors on the 
surfaces of labels, particularly metal labels. 
It will be understood that the lacquer is ap plied to such labels by painting or spraying, 
preferably the latter. The articles are 
usually relatively small and must be han 
dled in large quantities. The designs are 
delicate so that it would take the most care 
ful handwork to apply more than one color 
to such labels on the desired portions. In 
most of the labels, however, even that would 
not be possible to do to the designs. 
My invention has for its object the over 

coming of such difficulties and of making 
it possible to have a plurality of colors ap 

80 plied in the desired locations on the label, 
either singly or in great quantities and with 
perfect uniformity of result on all of the 
labels. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective of a label tray 

carrying a plurality of labels with the color 
screen superimposed thereon and with the 
air spray in position for operation. 

Figure 2 is a plan view of a modified de 
sign of the screen. 

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of 
Figure 1. 

igure 4 is a section through a typical 
label. V. w 

Figure 5 is a plan view of a label prior to 
treatment by this process. 

Figure 6 is a plan view of a similar label 
after treatment. 

Referring to the drawings in detail: 
1 is a tray usually covered with a cloth, 

upon which the labels 2 are laid face up 
wardly. These labels are composed of a 
thin strip of metal 3, suitably embossed or 
ornamented with the desired common pre 
liminary design. The under surface of the 
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metal carries a coating of glue 4, a paper 
back 5, and a glued surface 6 on the paper. 
The surface of the metal may or may not 
carry a base coat of lacquer 7. Usually such 
a base coat is applied, or the natural color of 60 
the metal may take the place of the base 
coat. The labels are mounted on top of the 
tray. 1 and then have the screen 8 laid on 
top of them, so that portions of the labels 
are covered. This screen forms a stencil 65 
having an open design complementary to 
the common preliminary design of the 
labels. It will be apparent that as the bars 
9 of the screen are spaced at regular inter 
yals and the labels themselves are arranged 70 
in regular rows with the common prelimin 
ary designs all in the same position, similar 
portions of the labels will be covered and 
similar portions exposed. 
The lacquer spraying apparatus 10 then 75 

sprays a lacquer or color on the screen and 
exposed portions of the labels as at 11, im 
parting to such exposed portions, the pre 
determined desired color. This color 
merges with the label base forming a wave 80 
or bar of color in a predetermined position 
or spot. 
The result will be seen in Figure 6, where 

bars of orange color 12 alternate with strips 
of blue 13. t 

It is obvious that as in Figure 2 the open 
ings between the bars may be zigzag open 
ings 14, undulating openings 15, or squares 
16, or any other desired configurations nec 
essary to impart the predetermined color to 
the predetermined location on the labels. 
The cloth covering of the tray is of rough, 

coarse material which sufficiently adheres 
to the labels to prevent their shifting. 
I desire to comprehend within my inven 

tion such modifications as may be necessary 
to adapt it to varying conditions. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is: 

1. In a method of applying colors to la 
bels ornamented with a common prelimin 
ary design, mounting the labels on a support 
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in a uniform arrangement with respect to 
their common preliminary design, placing 105 
over the labels a stencil having an open de 
sign complementary to the common prelim 
inary design of the labels, and applying 
color to the stencil-covered labels to com 
plete the designs on the labels. 
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2. In a method of applying colors to la 
bels, mounting labels in a uniform arrange 
ment with respect to the design on a sup 
port, engaging said labels with a stencil to 
conceal a portion of the labels and to ex 
pose other portions and to hold said labels 
in position, applying color to the exposed 
portions of said labels, removing said sten 
cils and allowing the colored portions par 
tially to merge into the uncolored portions. 

3. In a method of applying color to la 
bels, mounting labels in a uniform arrange 
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ment with respect to the designs on a sup-. 
port, engaging said labels with a grating 
to conceal a portion of the labels and to ex 
pose other portions and to hold said labels 
in position, applying color to the exposed 
portions of said labels, removing said grat 
ing, and allowing the colored portions par 
ti 
to form waves or bars. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

HERMAN A. YAFFEE. 
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