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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JAMES DOCKSTADER, OF SYRACUSE, NEW YORK. 

C UE RACK. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 489,378, dated January 3, 1898. 
Application filed August 17, 1892, Serial No. 443,284. (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES DOCKSTADER, of 

Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in the 
State of New York, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Cue-Racks, of which 
the following, taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, is a full, clear, and 
exact description. 
This invention relates to the class of cue 

racks which are provided with means forlock 
ing the cue or cues in the rack so that only 
the person authorized to use the cue can ob 
tain access thereto. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

more convenient and efficient means for lock 
ing and unlocking the cue to and from the 
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rack as a foresaid and to allow said locking 
devices to be readily applied to an ordinary 
cue-rack. 
To that end the invention consists essen 

tially of a cue-rack comprising two abutments 
facing opposite ends of the cue and a distance 
apart to permit a limited longitudinal play 
of the cue, and a cue-holder movable length 
Wise of the cue from one end thereof to a dis 
tance greater than the length of the afore 
said play and thereby confining the cue in 
the rack. 
The invention also consists in the combina 

tion, With the aforesaid abutments and cue 
holder, of a lock confining the holder in its 
elevated position and thereby locking the cue 
in the rack, and adapted to release the holder 
and liberate the cue. 
The invention furthermore consists in cer 

tain novel features of its detail construction 
and adjuncts all as hereinafter more fully 
described and specifically set forth in the 
claims. 
In the annexed drawings Figure 1 is a front 

view of a cue-rack embodying my invention, 
Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section on line 
ac, ac, in Fig. 1, Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical 
transverse section of the cue-locking devices 
at the base of the rack, Fig. 4 is a rear view 
of said portion of the rack, and Fig. 5 is a de 
tached plan view of the cue-holder. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
A-A-represent the usual vertical side 

rails or stiles of the rack, to the upper and 

lower parts of which are framed the orna 
mental front cross-plates-A'-A- and the 
shelf-B- upon which the cue rests with its 
base, and the perforated guide-plate -C- 
through which the tip-ends of the cues pass 
and are thus sustained in an upright position. 
Thus far the rack is of the usual and Well 
known construction. 
My invention consists in the following ap 

pliances: Above the cue-guide-C- and pro 
jecting across the perforation thereof is a suit 
able stop -D-, preferably of the form of a 
plate extending across the rack and secured 
thereto. This stop and the shelf or cue-rest 
-B-serve as two abutments facing opposite 
ends of the cue and a sufficient distance apart 
to permit a limited longitudinal movement of 
the cue. A short distance above the cue-rest 
-B- is the vertically movable cue-holder 
which may be of any suitable shape adapted 
to loosely embrace the base of the cue. I pre 
ferably form said holder of a collar -a- 
adapted to sligle freely vertically on the base 
portion of the cue. To this collar is rigidly 
attached or formed integral there with a ver 
tical stem -b- extending downward there 
from and through a vertical perforation in 
the shelf or cue-rest -B - in Which aperture 
the stem is adapted to freely slide up and 
down. In connection with each of said col 
lars -a- and its stem -b-I employ a Suit 
able lock -- secured to the lower croSS 
plate-A-beneath the cue-seat -B. The 
bolt of this lockis in the path of the stem -b- 
and adapted to engage and release the same. 
The collar is allowed a free vertical move 
ment to a distance somewhat greater than 
the length of the vertical play allowed to the 
cue by the stop -D-, said movement of the 
collar being limited by the cross-bar -c- 
which is secured to the stiles -A-A- and 
is in the path of the collar. The stem-b- is 
of such a length and the lock-l-is in such a 
position as to cause said stem to rest upon 
the bolt of the lock when the collar -d- is 
raised to its extreme elevation, in which posi 
tion it is thus retained. The collar embracing 
the cue confines the same in the rack. The 
lock is provided with a key by which the bolt 
can be retracted when desired to release the 
stem -b- and thus allow the collar -d- to 
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drop onto the cue-rest -B. This position of 
the collar allows the cue to be lifted out and 
removed from the rack. 
I preferably employ a lock which is pro 

vided with a spring-actuated bolt forced au 
tomatically into its locking position. Such 
a lock causes the bolt to automatically pass 
under the lower end of the stem -l)- when the 
Collar-a- is raised to its extreme elevation, 
and thus the cue becomes locked in the rack 
Without the use of the key. 

In order to properly guide the collar-a-in 
its vertical movement and maintain the same 
in proper axial position in relation to the cue 
to be held thereby, I attach to the collar-a-- 
an upwardly extendingstem-lo'-- which ex 
tends into a vertical perforation in the cross 
bar-C-- and enters a vertical tube -d- se 
cured to the said cross-bar and to a second 
cross-bar-c'-above the cross-bar-c- and 
Secured to the stiles - A-A-. 

Having, described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is:- 

1. A cue-rack comprising two abutments 
facing opposite ends of the cue and a distance 
apart to permit a limited longitudinal play of 
the cue, and a cue-holder movable lengthwise 
of the cue from one end thereof to a distance 
greater than the length of the aforesaid play 
and thereby confine the cue in the rack, as 
Set forth. 

2. A cue-rack provided with a seat upon 
which the cue rests, a guide through which 
the tip end of the cue passes, a stop above 
Said guide to limit the vertical movement of 
the cue, a vertically movable holder embrac 
ing the base of the cue, and a lock confining 
the holder in its elevated position and adapted 
to release the same as set forth. 
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3. In a cue-rack, the combination, with the 
cue-rest and cue-guide supporting respect 
ively opposite ends of the cue, a stop above 
the guide for limiting the longitudinal move 
ment of the cue, a collar loosely embracing 
the base of the cue, a vertical stem fixed to 
the collar, and a lock on the rack adapted to 
engage and release. Said stem as set forth. 

4. In a cue-rack, the combination, With the 
cue-rest and cue-guide supporting respect 
ively opposite ends of the cue, a stop above 
the guide for limiting the longitudinal move 
ment of the cue, a collar loosely embracing 
the base of the cue, vertical stems fixed to 
and extending respectively up and down from 
the collar, guides on the rack receiving the 
said stem through them, and a lock adapted 
to engage and release the lower stem, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

5. The combination with the stiles-A-A- 
and perforated guide-plate -C-, the stop 
-D- above said guide-plate, the cue-rest or 
shelf-B-provided with one or more vertical 
perforations, a corresponding number of cue 
holding collars -a- above said cue-rest, a 
vertical stem -b-- on each of said collars 
passing through one of the perforations of the 
cue-rest, a lock secured to the rack under said 
stem and adapted to engage and release the 
Same, the stem -t- extending upward from 
the collar, the cross-bar-c-in the path of the 
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collar, the cross-bar-c'-above the first cross 
bar, and the tube -d- secured to said cross 
bars and guiding the stem -t- within it, 
substantially as described and shown. 

JAMES DOCKSTADER. 
Witnesses: 

II. M. SEAMANS, 
C. L. BENDIXON. 

  


