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Patented Oct. 26, 1943 

UNITED STATES PATENT office 
2,332,765 ". . . . : . . . 

- HANDLE-ATTACHING DEVICE . 

This invention relates to a handle-attaching 
device for use on suitcases, traveling bags, or 
other receptacles. . . . . . . . . . . 
... An object of the invention is to provide a de 
vice of this character of extremely simple and 
inexpensive construction although strong and 
durable in use and ornamental in appearance. 
The device is so constituted that it may be read 
ily and easily permanently attached or secured 
to the receptacle without danger of injuring the 

More specifically, the device is attached to the 
receptacle to which it is applied by means of 
penetrating prongs which are:so constituted and 
so, combined with the device. that they may be 
idriven through the wooden parts of the recep 
tacle: without danger of splitting the same and 
without the necessity of prior. drilling... This is 
accomplished by...having penetrating prongs so 
disposed that they lie lengthwise of or parallel 
to the grain of the wood. . . . . . - - - - - 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device having these advantages and capacities, . 
and which is of such special construction: that 
the pivot pins employed to connect the handle 
-to the device may be readily assembled with the 
main portion of the device and yet when once 
assembled...cannot become dislodged or acci 
dentally displaced. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 - . . . . 
The present invention may be advantageous 

ly employed for attaching a bail-like or inverted 
U-shaped type of handle to a receptacle, and in 
such application a separate handle-attaching 
device is provided for each end of the handle. 
Each such handle-attaching device ... is con 
stituted, in the main, of a drawn sheet metal 
shell structure having penetrating prongs in 
tegrally formed with the side edges of the shell 
structure. The shell structure is so fashioned 
or formed as to comprise tubular end posts and 
an integral, depressed, central connecting struc 
ture. The outer end Walls of the end posts are 
sloped upwardly and inwardly whereas the in 
ner end Walls thereof are formed With allined, 
vertically extending, oblong openings. A pivot 
pin, which has its intermediate portions fitted 
or received in an opening in one end of the han 
dile, is interfitted with the opposed openings of 
the inner end walls of the end posts of one of the 
handle-attaching devices. The lower margins of 
the openings in the inner end walls of the end 
posts are provided with fulcrums. The con 
struction is such that the pivot pin with its in 
termediate portion fitted in the handle may have 
one end inserted through one of the Openings 
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with the pivot pin tilted, and then as the handle 
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and pivot pin are swung downwardly, the sloping 
wall with which one end of the pin is engaged 
Will cam or thrust the pin in the direction of its axis so that as its other end comes into airie 
ment with the other opening in the inner end 
wall of the other endpost, it will be forced into 
said opening and a permanent connection will 
be had. In the assembled position of the parts 
the pivot pin will be raised above the fulcrums 
and it is impossible to dislodge it. Such a con 
struction is provided at both ends of the handle. 
Other objects and advantages reside in certain 

novel features of the construction, arrangement, 
and combination of parts, which will be herein 
after more fully described ... and particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawing form 
ing a part of this specification, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a view partly in side elevation and 
partly in central, vertical cross section taken on 
line -l of Figure 4, showing a pair of handle 
attaching devices embodying the present inven 
tion, and illustrating how they are employed to 
attach a handle to the wall of a receptacle; 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary view in central, ver 
tical cross section, illustrating the manner in 
Which one of the pivot pins is assembled with its 
handle-attaching device; . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Figure 3 is a view in transverse, vertical, cros 
Section taken on line 3-3 of Figure l; ..., 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary view in top plan, ill 
lustrating one of the handle-attaching devices, 
the handle and the cooperable pivot being 
omitted; and ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Figure 5 is: a .View in end elevation of one of 
-the handle-attaching devices shown in Figure 1. 

Referring to the drawing, the reference char 
acter W designates a wall of a suit case, or other 
receptacle, which may be constituted largely of 
Wood although it may be covered in any suitable 
Way (not shown). The wall W is equipped with 
two handle-attaching devices, designated at H. 
and H. These handle-attaching devices are of 
identical construction so that a single descrip 
tion Will serve for both. - - - - 

As shown in the drawing, each handle-attach 
ing device comprises generally a drawn sheet 
metal shell or stamping, designated as a whole 
at S. A pivot pin P is combined with each of the 
shells S and has its intermediate portion inter 
E. With Openings in the end of a bail-like han 
dle B. 
Each shell S is so formed or fashioned as to 

provide tubular end posts 0 and f f. These end 
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2 
posts 10 and i? are of identical construction and 
they are integral with a depressed central con 
necting structure 2. The posts if 0 and i? are 
tapered and have their outer end walls 3 sioping 
or inclining inwardly and upwardly. The bottom 
of the shell structure is open. The tops of the . 
end posts are closed. In the inner or confront 
ing end walls of the post openings f4 are pro 
vided. These openings extend vertically of their 
end posts, are of oblong shape, as shown in Fig 
ure 3, and are alined with each other. The lower margin of each opening 4 is provided with a 
ledge or fulcrum 5. - - - - - - - - 

Penetrating prongs 6 are integrally formed 
with the lower side edges of the shell. 
prongs are flat throughout their body portions 
although their lower ends are pointed and may 
be bifurcated. They are so disposed that when 
driven into the wall W, their slightest dimension 
is disposed transversely to the grain of the Wood, ; 
the substantial width of the prongs being dis 
posed in planes which are lengthwise or parallel 
to the grain of the wood. This makes it practi 
cal to drive, the prongs through the Wood and 
clench them over without any previous drilling, 
and without any danger of Splitting the Wood. 
In assembling each pivot pin P with its end 

post, it is first interfitted with the opening in its 
end of the handle. One end of the pivot pin P 
is then inserted through an opening 4 in the 
manner shown in Figure 2. When so inserted, 
the pivot pin 0 is tilted and one of its ends en 
gages sloping wall 3 of the adjacent end post 6. 
Then as the handle and pivot pins are rocked 
downwardly, the sloping wall 3 of the end post 3: 
?o will cam or thrust the pivot pin P so as to 
cause it to move axially. This action progresses 
as the opposite end of the pivot pin comes into 
alinement with the other opening 4 of the end 
post . The result is that...the pivot pin P is 
made to assume the position shown in the left 
hand side of Figure 1, in which position it is per 
manently attached to its handle-attaching de 
vice. . . . 

While I 
struction in which the invention may be advan 
tageously embodied, it is to be understood that 
the construction shown has been selected mere 
ly for the purpose of illustration or example, and 
that various changes in the size, shape, and ar 
rangement of the parts may be made without 
departing from the spirit of the invention or the 
scope of the subjoined claims. 
I claim: . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. A handle-attaching device for use on Suit 

cases and the like comprising a sheet metal shell 
structure having tubular end postS and an in 

These 

have shown and described one con 
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tegral, depressed, connecting central structure, - 
the outer end walls of the end post being sloping 
and the inner walls thereof having oblong open-- 
ings, said openings confronting or being alined, , , 
and pivot pins adapted to have their intermedi-. 
ate portions extended through the openings of 
the handle and their end portions received and 
retained in said openings, the pivot pins being. 
tilted when assembled with the device so that one end thereof will be cammed by one of the sloping . . 
walls to produce a lengthwise movement of the 
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pivot pin and the entry of its opposite end in the . . . 
opposed opening of the Opposite end post. - 

2. A handle-attaching device of the character 
described comprising a sheet metal shell having 
tubular end posts tapering toward their upper 
closed ends, a central connecting structure in 
tegral with the end posts, the end posts having 
their outer end walls sloping inwardly and up 
wardly and having their inner end walls formed 
with alined oblong openings, the central connect 
ing structure having: fulcrums “thereon, and: 
pivot pin selectively inserted in: one of the open 
ings and tiltable about the adjacentifulcrum so 
that its adjacent-end will be cammed by the:ad-: 
jacent sloping end wall of the adjacent post to : 
cause its opposite end to enter the opposed open. . . 
ing of the opposite post. . . . . . . . . . . . ; 3. A handle-attaching device having tubular 
end posts, the outer end walls of which include 
inwardly and upwardly sloping portions and the . . . . 
inner walls of which have alined openings, and 
a pivot pin having one end insertible in the open 
ing in one' of the end posts; and engageable:With 
the outer sloping end wall portion thereof, with 
the pivot pin in a tilted position, so that, as the . . . 
pivot pin is rocked downwardly, its inserted end 
will be cammed by the sloping; end wallportion 
with which it is engaged to cause its opposite:end - 
to enter the opening of the other endpost........ 
4. A handle-attaching. device haying tubular 

end posts, the outer end walls of which incline in 
wardly and upwardly and the inner end walls of 
which have alined openings, fulcrum formations, 

5 adjacent the lower edges of Said openings, and a 
pivot pin having one end insertible in the open 
ing of one of the end posts and engageable with 
the outer sloping end wall thereof, with the pivot 
pin in a tilted position and engaged with the 
fulcrum formation adjacent the opening in which 
it is inserted, so that, as the pivot pin is rocked 
downwardly about said fulcrum, its inserted end 
will becammed by the sloping end wall with 

5 
which it is engaged to cause its opposite end 
enter the opening of the other end post. . . . 
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