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To all whom it may conceri:

Beitknownthat I, MARK WILSON PRINGLE,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Cloud Chief, in the county of Washita and
Territory of Oklahoma, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Devices
for Cutting Corn and other Articles, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawing, form-
ing a part theveof, in which similar letters of
reference indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to corn-knives or to
devices for cutting corn, heading, gathering,
or harvesting kaffer corn, sorghum, &e., and
for trimming vines, young trees, and for
other and similar purposes, and the object
thereof is to provide an effective device of
this class which is simple in construction and
operation and which is adapted to be con-
nected with one or both of the hands and to
Dbe operated thereby by simply opening and
closing the fingers thereof.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowingspecification, of which the accompany-
ing drawing forms a part, said drawing be-
ing a perspective view of my improved corn-
cutter, showing also the connection thereof
with the hand and the method of operating
the same. C

In the practice of my invention I provide
a metal plate A, which is preferably triangu-
lar in form, but which may be of any desired
shape, and which is also concavo-convex in
form, and secured to the convex surface there-
of isa heavy piece of leather or other flexible
material B, which is substantially of thesame
form, and which is secured thereto by rivets
b, and secured to the plate A and projecting
therefrom at right angles thereto and in lon-
gitudinal line therewith is a cutting plate or
blade D, in the outer edge of which is a semi-
circular cavity or recess d, which is provided
with a cutting edge, and pivotally connected
with the inner endof the plate D isa supple-
mental cutting blade or plate H, which is
preferably elliptical in form and that portion
of which adjoining the cutting-plate D is pro-
vided with a semicircular cavity or recess I,
which is provided with a cutting edge, and
passing through the plate H,back of said semi-
circular cavity or recess N,is a flat baror plate
K, which is secured in the plate H in any de-

sired manner, and the outer end of the ellip-
tical plate I is provided with a cross pin or
bar L, which is shown in dotted lines and
which is also secured to said plate in any de-
sired manner. .

Secured to the outer side or back of the
flexible piece or plate B is a triangular strip
MM, of leather or similar material, to two of the
corners of which isconnected a strap m, which
passes around the hand, the ends of which
are united in any desired manner, and the
fingers of the hand are adapted to be passed
through the loop or ring thus formed, and
connected with the other corner of the tri-
angular strip M, which extends parallel with
the fingers and in the direction of the wrist
when the device is in position, is a strap or
straps m? by which the device is connected
with the wrist, and this strap or straps m?
may be provided with a buckle or other fas-
tening device, as will be readily understood,
or the flexible piece B may be secured to a
strong leather glove, if desired.

The operation will be apparent from the
foregoing description when taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing and the
following statement thereof.

In connecting the device with the hand the
fingers of the hand are passed through the
loop or ring formed by the strip M and the
band m connected therewith, and the strap
m? is then secured to the wrist, and in secur-
ing the device to the hand in this manner
the outer end of the elliptical plate H will
pass between the second and third fingers,
and said fingers will pass between the rods
or bars K and L, and the device is operated
by simply opening and closing the fingers, as
will be readily understood, and the cornstalk,
vine, or other article to be cut is inserted be-
tween the cutting edges of the segmental or
semicircular cavities or recesses formed in
the cutting plates or blades D and I, and
when the fingers are closed said article will
be cut off, as will be readily understood, and
this operation may be repeated as rapidly as
desired.

It will be observed that the leverage ob-
tained by pivoting the plates D and H in the
manner described and by providing the same
with semicircular or segmental cutting edges
is very great, and the power obtained when
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the device is operated as herein described
is sufficient to cut off any ordinary vine or
young sprouts or limbs, and also for cutting
cornstalks or ““topping ” the same, and it will
thus be seen that I accomplish the object of
my invention by means of a device which is
simple in construction and operation and one
which is eomparatively inexpensive.

My invention is not limited to the exact
form, construction, and arrangement of the
various. parts thereof as herein shown and
described, and it is evident that changes
therein and modifications thereof may be
made without departing from the spirit of
my invention or sacrificing its advantages,
and I reserve the right to make all such
changes -and modifications as fairly come
within the scope of the invention.

IHaving fully described my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— ‘

1. The cutting device or apparatus herein
described, which consists of a plate, means
for attaching it to the hand, a cutting-blade
secured to said plate and projecting at right
angles therefrom, a supplemental plate or
blade pivotally connected with the first-men-
tioned blade and which is-adapted to be op-
erated by the fingers of the hand, two bars
passing throungh and connected with said
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supplemental plate, and between which two
of the fingers of the hand are adapted to be
passed, each of said cutting-blades having
curved or segmental cutting edges substan-
tially as shown and described.

2. Acufting device substantially as herein
shown and described, comprising a triangular
concavo-convex plate A adapted to be secured
to the palm of the hand, a heavy piece of
leather corresponding in form to said plate,
and secured thereto, a cutting-blade provided
with a.semicircular or segmental cutting-cav-
ity secured to said plate A, a supplemental
cutting - plate H pivotally connected to one
end of said blade and provided with a seg-
mental cavity, a plate-bar K secured to said
supplemental blade adjacent to the cutting-
cavity therein, a eross bar or pin passing
through said supplemental blade near the

said plate, whereby the same is secured in

position, as and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

myinvention I have signed my name, in pres-

day of January, 1896,
MARK WILSON PRINGLE.
Witnesses:
J. F. Croup,
V. PUTMAN,

outer end thereof and straps connected with

ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 27th j
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