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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, JOEN BLACK, of Nelson,
New Zealand, have.invented a new and Im-
proved Ink-Well, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact deseription.

My invention relates to improvements in
ink-wells; and the object of my invention is
to produce a very simple ink-well which may
be cheaply made, which is adapted to hold
the ink-well proper safely and not be easily
tipped over, which is especially intended to
be easily cleaned, and to thisend has the well
proper removable, and which also is con-
structed in such a way that the pen cannot be
dipped too deeply into the ink, that is, so
deeply as to cause the ink to adhere to the
pen holder and so be brought into contact
with the fingers of a writer. ,

To these ends my invention consists of an
ink-well, the construction of which will be
hereinafter described and claimed.

Reference isto be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 isa perspective view, showing the
front side of the inkwell embodying my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a vertical section on the
line 2—2 of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a broken in-
verted planof the well.

The inkwell has a body portion 10 which
is of a truncated pyramidal shape, although
it may be of any approved design, and it has
a raised bottom 11 so that it stands upon its
edges, and this bottom has in the front side
of the well a depression 12, the inner and
outer walls 13 and 14 of which diverge and
slantupward, asshown in Fig. 2, and the outer
wall of this depression mergesin a flat top 15
which is provided with a central hole around
which is a depending strengthening flange 16,
and hung in this hole and within the flange
is the removable double walled well 17 which
preferably tapers toward the bottom and is
provided with a top flange 18 which rests upon
the top 15 of the depression and supports the
well, and with perforations 19 which are made
near the lower end of the removable well and
through which the ink percolates so as to pro-
vide a sufficient supply for writing purposes.
By raising the floor as described a reservoir

is formed from which the last drop of ink.

flows to the well, and it will be seen that by
regulating the thickness of the top 15 and
flange 18, the height to which the ink rises in
the well may be determined. On the outside
of theremovable well 17 isa groove 17* which
admits air to the reservoir, so that the ink
may flow freely.

Above the removable well 17 is a recess 20
which has a back wall 21 inwardly inclined,
and this wall also merges in the flat top 15 of
the depression 12. The object of the recess
20 is to provide room for the fingers when a
pen is dipped into the well17. The arrange-
ment of the top 15 deseribed above leaves an
opening 22 between the said top and the hori-
zontal floor 11, through which opening the ink
may run into the depression 12 and the re-
movable well 17. In the top of the ink-well
is a transverse groove 23 which serves as a
holder for pens.

The ink-well is preferably made of glass or
earthenwarealthough it may be made of other
suitable material, and it will be seen that the
body of the well serves as a stand and reser-
voir to support and supply the removable
well 17. : :

Theink is poured into the well through the
opening in the top 15 of the depression 12,
after which the removable well 17 is placed
in position and the ink runs into it through
the holes 19. It will be observed that any
sediment which may be contained in the ink
will settle in the depression 12 and the ink in
the well 17 will thus always be clean and free
from mud, unless dust enters it from the out-
side, in which case the well may be easily re-
moved and washed.

Tt will be understood that the ink well may
be made up in many designs withoutaffecting
its prineiple. . .

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. An ink well, comprising a body provided
with a depression in its bottom at the front,
said depression having slanting walls and a
flat apertured top, and an apertured and re-
movable well projecting down into the said
depression, substantially as described.

2. Anink well, comprising a body provided
with a depression in its bottom at the front,
said depression having slanting walls and a
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flat apertured top the body being provided
with an inelined recess above the top of the
depression, and an apertured and removable
well projecting down into the depression, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3. The herein desecribed ink well, consist-
ing of the body 10 provided with the front
inelined recess 20, and with the depression 12
in its bottom at the front, the said depression
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having inner and outerslanting walls and the 1o

apertured flat top 15, and the double walled
well 17 provided with the flange 18 resting
upon the top 15, the said well being provided
with perforations 19, as specified.
JOHN BLACK.
Witnesses:
R. P. GIBRIN,
J. NEALE.




