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This invention relates to wrist strap clasps
such as are used with wrist watches, bracelets
and the like and has for an object the pro-
vision of a clasp or retaining means for im-

& perforate straps and one which is adaptable
for use upon non-yielding strap material such
as metal. ‘

Another object is to provide a device of
this kind which may be instantly clasped in

10 adjusted position.

Another object of this invention is to pro-
vide a clasp of this kind which permits ready
and free relative movement of the  strap
members in one direction but resists any tend-

15 ency toward relative movement in the op-
posite direction. ) , :

Another object is to provide a device of this
kind having a simple means for releasing the
straps from clasped position. -

20 These and other objects are attained by
the means described ‘herein and disclosed in
the accompanying drawings, in which —

Fig. 1is a perspective view of a wrist watch
with metallic straps, provided with a clasp

25 of the invention, the clasp body being some-
what exaggerated as to relative size.

Fig. 2 is a top cross sectional view of the
clasp body shown in Fig. 1. '

Fig. 3 is a similar view showing a modi-

30 fied form of the device in Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a view taken on line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Figs. 2 and 3 and
showing another modified form of the clasp
device. -

3.  Tig. 6isa perspective view of a part shown
in Fig. 5. o 2

Fig. 7 shows another modification of the
device as shown in Fig. 5.

Fig. 8is a top plan view, part being broken

40 away and showing a device similar to that
shown in Fig. 2 but having a removable re-
taining box associated therewith. . :

Fig. 9 is a side elevational view of the re-
taining box embodied in the device as shown

45 in Fig.8.

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the box
shown in Fig. 9 looking toward the general
direction of the arrows in Iig. 9.

Fig. 11 is a perspective view of a part shown

50 in Fig. 4.

In the present invention a pair of imper-
forate and preferably metallic strap mem-
bers 14 and 15 are suitably sécured to a wrist
watch 16 by means of pivot pins 17 extend-
ing through loops 18 in the straps 14 and 15.

The strap 15 has formed thereon a clasp
housing 19 which may be suitably secured
thereto or made integral therewith. The
housing 19 has-its front wall 20 formed by
the body of strap 15, and its top and bottom
walls 21 and 22 extending rearwardly from
the front wall 20. * A rear wall 23 is spaced
at a distance from the front wall 20 in order
to receive the clasp mechanism and the com-

panion strap member 14. A eclasp box may ©

be provided by turning the rear wall 23 upon
itself to provide an end wall 24 and a wall
25 between the front and rear walls, said
latter wall being spaced sufiiciently from
the inner face of front wall 20 to permit pas-
sage of the strap member 14 through the
clagp housing. As shown in Fig. 4 a recipro-
cating plate 26 has a pair of spaced arms 27
at its one end and a somewhat similar pair
oi spaced arms at 28 at its opposite ends. A
freely rotatable reller 29 is mounted upon &
pin 30 which is secured at its opposite ends in
the arms 28. A spring 381, which may be
spiral or Wishaped, is adapted to be inserted

between the arms 27 and to abut the body 8

of the plate 26 and the end wall 24 so that
the plate is urged bodily toward the open
mouth 32 of the clasp housing.  The natural

‘curvature of the portion 20 of the strap mem-

ber 15 provides a convergency at the for-
ward end of the housing which naturally en-
hances the wedging action of the reciprocat-
ing plate. As shown, for example in Figs.
1 and 2, the top wall 21 and bottom wall
22 of the clasp housing ‘are provided with
elongated slots 33 through which headed pins

34 extend into suitable perforations in the

reciprocating plate 26 thereby permitting the
spring 31 to.urge the plate toward the mouth
32 while the pins preclude separation of said
members.

From the foregoing and by reference to
Tig. 2 it will be noted that when the end of
strap member 14 is inserted in mouth 32 of
the clasp housing, it may be pushed through
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Her 29 as hereto-

The Ings 41 ave depressed upon en--

ing plate 26 and spring 31 are positioned in
the box shown in Fig ig. 10 in substantially the
same manner illustrated in Fig. 4. This en-
tire assembly is now slidably introduced inte
the rear open end of the clasp housing after
compressing the resilient arms 40 until the
lugs 41 ave within the normal body lines of
the box. The lugs spring outward through
slots 33 when the flange 43 has been movead
into abutment with the edge of wall 23 of
the housing. The box is then firmly held
against movement in any direction. The
headed pmc 34 are then inserted through the
slots 33 into the perforations in the sTidi
block so that the block may be moimen tarﬂy
1'etracted against the spring in the leeper
formed by the bex and clasp housing. To
disassemble the structure requires merel v tl

removal of pins 34 and a 51mulnmo us db—

p.(r

pression of the spring lugs 41 to clear the end.-
vhile the box is pulled ox

walls of slots 33,
mmberl out of the housing.

As heretofore stated, the variou parts are
in enlarged and somewha* exag-
gerated proportions in order that the opera-
tion of the device may be more clea 1‘1v un-
derstood. In practical embodiment these
parts are very thin so that the over all thick-
ness. of the clasp housing represents butb lit-
tle more than fhe ’rhlckness of the overlapping
straps. The device is quick acting, a wnd au-
tomatic in its locking opemtlon, and is fur-
thermore releasable bv a slight movement of
the pins 84.

It will be understood that the clagp may be
made as a separate unit which may be secured
either to the strap or to the watch case itself
if desired.

What is claimed is:

1. A metal wrist band comprising a pair
of curved metal strap members smocth on
both sides and qdanted for sh d“ble overhp
ping one upon the other, an int tegral housing
disposed on the inner curved faCQ of one of
the straps and adapted to receive the other

strap therein and means in the housing for
effectlnd frictional binding of the smooth
faces of the straps.

2. Asa new article of m anufacture a metal
wrist band comprising curved metallic bands
smooth on both sides and having free ends
adapted for sliding abutment one upon the
other throughout their overlapping portions,
an integral hoﬂow housing dlSpOS“d on the
inner curved side of one of sald bands ‘1dm-
cent the end thereof and adapted to receive
the other of said straps in sliding abutment
with said first strap, a plate within the hous-
ing, a resilient member normally urging the
phte toward one end of the housmo and ¢
smooth wedging roll car:’:ed by the plate
for effectmo frictions ! binding of the in-
serted strap upon the o’rher of said straps.

3. Asanew article of manufacture a metal
wrist strap clasp comprising a shallow hollow
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housing member, a curved metal wrist band
member integral with the housing and form-
ing a smooth front wall therefor, a, smooth
wedgi ging member retained within the housing
for longitudinal reciprocation therein, yield-
ing means urging the wedging member in one

“direction and exteriorly operable means for

retracting the wedging member.
4. As anew article of manufacture a metal
wrist ‘band member comprising a curved

- smooth-imperforate strap, the inner curved

15

5
<

ol
o

‘30

40

50

[+
<t

65

face thereof being adapted for disposition
against the wrist of the wearer, a shallow hol-
low housing member disposed on said inte-
rior curved face and concealed from the ex-
terior of said strap, a plate member slidable
bodily within the housing, a spring disposed
in the housing and urging the plate in one
direction and means to manually move the
plate against the resistance of the spring.

5. A metal wrist band comprising a pair
of curved metal strap members adapted for
slidable overlapping one upon the other, one
of the strap members having a free end, a
housing disposed on the inner curved face
of the other strap and adapted to receive
therein the free end of the first mentioned
strap for disposition of said free end adja-
cent the inner curved face of said other
strap and the wrist of a wearer.

6. Asa new article of manufacture a metal

“wrist band member comprising a curved

strap, the inner curved face thereof being
adapted for dlshosmon adjacent the wrist of
the wearer, a shallow hollow housing mem-
ber concealed from the exterior of said strap
and disposed on the interior curved face
thereof, the housing member forming with
the curved face a constricted passage, a
wedge member slidable bodily within the
housing, a spring in the housing for urging
the wedge member in one direction, and
means to mannally move the plate against
the resistance of the spring.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name this 25th day of April, 1927.

EDWARD F. HERSCHEDE.



