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Zo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Jorn M. REID, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Jacksonville,
in the county of Morgan and State of Illinois,

have invented certain new and useful Im-.

provementsin Hooks; andIdo declare the fol-
lowing to bea full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
tothe accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification.

My invention seeks to provide a hook of
simple construction which ‘will lock the loop
or other article held byitsoas to prevent the
accidental disengagement and release of the
same. 'This object I accomplish by the use
of the device illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings and the invention consists in
certain novel features of the same as will be
hereinafter set forth.

In the drawings just referred to, Figure 1
is a side elevation of a hook, such as is used
on harness breast straps, provided with my
improvement. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the
same showing the hook open in full lines and
closed in dotted lines, and Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of a check rein hook showing
a slight modification.

The body of the hook proper consists of a
curved or substantially U-shaped bar A of

the usual formation at the end or shoulder of

which I form a Iug orstop B as clearly shown.
Pivoted to the upper and lower sides of the
body A is a guard C which corresponds in
shape with the said body A and is arranged
concentrically therewith. One end,D, of the
guard extends beyond the end of the body
across the opening of the hook and is en-
larged so as to present practically a continua-
tion of the body. This enlargement also
forms a shoulder, E, which will impinge
against the side of the body and thereby
limit the movement of the guard.

The manner of using the device will be
readily understood. The hook is opened by

swinging the guard to one side, as shown in
full lines in Fig. 2, after which the strap or
ring is engaged in the hook. The guard is
then returned to its normal position,indicated
in dotted lines in Fig. 2,and the strap or ring
will be locked in the hook, any tendency of
the same to pass through the opening of the
hook being positively resisted and overcome
by the end of the guard as will be readily
understood on reference to Fig. 1. In prac-
tice, breast strap loops usually hang some-
what on one side so that there is a normal
liability of the guard swinging below the end
of the hook by gravity and thus uncovering
the opening. Inorder to prevent this action
of the guard, I have provided the lug or stop
B which arrests the moyvement of the guard.
When it is desired torelease the strap orring,
the guard is swung to one side so as to un-
cover the opening of the hook and the strap
is then released in the usual manner.,

In Fig. 8 1 have shown a check hook pro-
vided with my improvement. In this in-
stance, the guard is arranged on the inner
side of the hook and the lug or stop B is dis-
pensed with as the hook isalways in a verti-
cal position and consequently the stop is un-
necessary. S

My improved hook is very simple in its con-
struction and its advantages are thought to
be obvious. '

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

The combination with the U-shaped hook,
of a U-shaped guard pivoted on one end of the
hook and arranged concentrically therewith
and having a transverse shoulder near its
pivot, the end of the guard being adapted to
oxtend across the opening of the hook.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN M. REID.

Witnesses:
CHAS. A. BARNES,
1. M. Fox.
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