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To all whom it may concern: sion of the foremost rod C, a second handle, 
Be it known that I, LEWIS SHEPARD, of E, which, like the fastening rod, is firmly re 

Mace, Montgomery county, Indiana, have in 
vented an Improvement in Crosscut-Saw Han 
dles, of which the following is a specification: 

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of a 
crosscut-saw, with my improved handle at 
tachment. Fig. 2 is a top view, and Fig. 3 is 
a vertical transverse section on the line c c, 
Fig. 1. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts. 
The invention will first be described in con 

nection with drawing, and then pointed out 
in the claim. 

In the drawing, A represents a crosscut 
saw of the usual size, which may be worked 
by one or two men, as desired. When the 
saw is intended to be worked by one man 
only a stiffening back-piece, B, is attached at 
the end of the saw, it being grooved to fit on 
the back of the same, and retained by two 
rods, C, that are arranged at opposite sides 
of the saw-blade, so as to lock with the hook 
ends into the recesses of the saw-teeth. The 
main handle D is made of curved shape, and 
fastened to the blade in the usual manner, be 
ing on account of its shape more convenient 
than the straight handle, as it does not strain 
or cramp the wrists. When the saw is worked 
by two men a second curved handle is applied 
to the opposite end of the saw-blade. The 
stiffening back-piece B carries on an exten 

tained and detached by means of screw-nuts 
at at the upper ends of the rods. The second 
handle enables the operator to steady the 
saw, put his full strength on the same, and 
work the same in a quick and effective main 
e 

I am aware that a straight handle and 
back stiffener have been before used; but my 
curved handle D enables the operator to have 
his wrists in such a position as will not cramp 
or strain them while sawing down trees, the 
handle turning one fourth revolution; while, 
in sawing on hilly ground, the handle can be 
turned for the same reason, and the sawyer 
can move his hand to top of handle, so that 
when the saw is down the wrist is still in an 
easy position. The auxiliary handle E is em 
ployed in conjunction with back piece by a 
single sawyer to enable him to steady the 
saw and put his weight upon it so as to rap 
idly cut through the log. It is especially im 
portant in the starting operation, so as to 
make the saw take a bite upon the Wood. 
What I claim as new is 
The combination, with crosscut-saw A, of 

back piece B C, and handles D E, arranged 
substantially as and for the purpose specified. 

LEWIS SHEPARD. 
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