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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A decorative ornament is attached to a casket having
an ornament attachment plate. The ornament may be attached to
corner member or other portion of the casket. FEach ornament
attachment plate has a pair of grooves including a straight

groove and a curved groove for receiving fasteners on the back

of the ornament.
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CASKET ORNAMENT ATTACHMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to caskets,
and, more specifically to a system and method for

attaching interchangeable decorative ornaments to a
casket.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Caskets can be customlized by selecting
personalized trim or decorations to be installed on the

casket. The decorations may capture the character and
interest of the person being remembered. One such

personalization typically includes decorative ornaments
installed on the corners of the casket.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the principles of an
embodiment of the present invention there is disclosed
a casket ornament attachment system and method. A
casket may be customized by choosing from a variety of
different decorations or ornaments. The ornaments may
be interchanged with other ornaments to personalize the
casket. A decorative ornament 1is attached to a casket
having an ornament attachment plate. The ornament may
be attached to corner member or other portion of the
casket. Each ornament attachment plate has a pair of
grooves including a straight groove and a curved groove
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for receiving shoulder screws on the Dback of the

ornament. The ornament can be removed and attached by

the same means to a keepsake plagque for friends and

family members.

[5] The attachment system  of the present
invention may be used for attaching casket ornaments

other than corner ornaments or for attaching trim,
molding and the like. Additionally, the attached
system of the present invention 1s not limited to the
death care 1ndustry but may be used 1in other
applications as well 1n which objects are attached
together such as furniture molding or small appliance

accessory attachment.

PR

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[6] The present 1invention and 1its ©presently

preferred embodiments will be better understood by way

of reference to the detailed disclosure herebelow and to

the accompanying drawings, wherein:

[7] Fig. 1 1s an exploded partial perspective
view of a casket embodying the casket ornament

attachment system of the present invention;

[8] Fig. 2 1s a rear exploded perspective view of
the ornament and shoulder screws.

[9] Fig. 3 1s a front view of the ornament

attachment plate according to the principles of the

present invention;

[10] Fig. 4 18 a cross-section through section 4-4

of Fig. 1;

A=A PR, B YL 5 ST T AT e W s e e w G PN YA AV L, W NS Al g e s Wi, 300 S BN DM N i s i D A ~—— W ML W Ay e, - - —e—e—— ey e - = e Y Y 448 .~ .~ LN - - - L NN ws v s - - . o .~ . - A= - - - - .~ . . B e T UL P U U S ——
-y P



[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

CA 02480529 2004-09-03

Fig. 5 1s a cross—-section through the casket,
ornament and ornament attachment plate taken through

the rounded openings of the grooves looking from the

top; and

Fig. 6 1s a front view of a keepsake plaque.

-

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

Referring to Figs. 1-6, a casket ornament
attachment system 10 according to the present invention
is shown. As shown in Fig. 1, a casket 12 comprises a

shell 14 having a pair of end walls 16 and a pair of

side walls 18 joined to form four corners 20. Each of
the corners 20 has a corner member 24 disposed at an
angle to a respective end wall 16 and side wall 18.
Each corner member 24 has a pocket 26 routed 0.25
inches deep, 2 inches tall and 1.5 inches wide. The

P

pocket 26 accepts an ornament attachment plate 28 for

attaching an interchangeable casket ornament 30.

The casket ornament 30 (Fig. 2) includes a
mounting side 32, an ornamental side 34 opposite the
mounting side 32, a top portion 36, a bottom portion
38, and first 40 and second 42 edges. The mounting
side 32 preferably is flat while the ornamental side 34
preferably has a three-dimensional decorative shape

such as an angel (as shown in this illustrative

empodiment), a cross, a flag or some other personalized

decoration or trim. The mounting side 32 includes a

palr of vertically spaced threaded inserts 44 for

receiving a pair of fasterners. The fasteners

P

preferably comprise an upper shoulder screw 46 and a

lower shoulder screw 48 each having a screw head 50 and

—3 -
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a shoulder 52. The pair of vertically spaced threaded

inserts 44 1s spaced from the second edge 42 one third
of the distance between the two edges 40, 42. In other
words, the wvertically spaced pair of threaded inserts
44 1s spaced closer to the right-hand edge 42 when
viewed from the mounting side 32 than the other edge

40. Two soft pads 54 are preferably disposed near the
palr of threaded inserts 44 on the mounting side 32 of
each ornament 30. The pads 54 preferably are formed
from a compressible elastomeric layer and an outer felt
layer and are attached to the ornament 30 by an
adhesive. An optional third threaded insert 56 is
disposed at the midpoint between the two edges 40, 42
on the mounting side 32. The third threaded insert 56

may be used 1n an alternative attachment arrangement by

a conventional mounting member.

The ornament attachment plate 28 or member is

preferably formed from a poclycarbonate material and has

a front side 58 and a rear side 60 and includes two
ramped grooves 62, 64, an oblong groove 66 and two
attachment holes 68. Two fasteners 70 (Fig. 1),
preferably #6 flat head wood screws, are insertable
through the attachment holes 68 to attach the ornament
attachment plate 28 to the pocket 26. The oblong

groove 06 will line up with the third threaded insert
56.

The two ramped grooves 62, 64 comprise a
straight groove 62 and a curved groove 64 (Fig. 3).
FEach groove 62, 64 has a larger rounded opening 72, 74
at the top and a slot 76, 78 along its length. The

straight groove 62 is vertical, shorter and straight.

The curved groove 64 1is longer and curves downwardly
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about an origin of radius located at a bottom portion

80 of the straight groove. Each slot 76, 78 includes

opposed ribs 82, 84 along its length. The ribs 82 of
the vertical groove slot 76 extend downwardly towards
each other from the rounded opening 72 to the bottom
portion 80 forming an inverted teardrop shaped opening.
These ribs 82 have a ramp portion 86 which ramps
towards the rear side 60 of the ornament attachment
plate 28 (Fig. 4). The ribs 84 of the curved groove
slot 84 have an upper portion 88 which is alsc ramped
toward the rear side 60 of the ornament attachment

plate 28. The screw heads 50 o©of the shoulder screws

46, 48 are insertable into the rounded openings 72, 74,
but once each screw 46, 48 is moved into a slot 76, 78,
the ribs 82, 84 engage the screw shoulder 52 and

prevent the screw 46, 48 from coming out of the slot

16, 78. The Dbottom portion 90 of the curved groove
slot 78 ends 1n a vertical slot 92. Also, the rib

portion 84 surrounding this bottom portion 90 is

slightly stepped 94 1in a direction towards the front
side 58 of the ornament attachment plate 28 (Fig. 3).

In order to install an ornament 30 onto a
casket corner 20, the user holds the ornament 30 in
both hands rotated ninety degrees from its intended
resting position (Fig. 1) . In the i1llustrated
embodiment in which the ornament 30 is an angel, the
angel would be laying on her right side with her head
to the left, as shown in Fig. 1. The user presses the
ornament 30 against the ornament attachment plate 28 so
that shoulder screw heads 50 enter the rounded openings
12, 74 at the top of each groove 62, 64. Once the
shoulder screw heads 50 are in the straight 62 and

curved grooves ¢4, the ornament 30 1is pressed against
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the ornament attachment plate 28, thereby compressing
the pads 54, and rotated downwardly into position. The
top portion 36 of the ornament 30 1s held down while
the bottom portion 38 1s rotated down (clockwise). In
other words, the angel 1s swung to a standing positioh.
The upper shoulder screw 46 1is lowered to the bottom
portion 80 of the straight groove slot 76 where it
becomes the pivot point for the lower shoulder screw 48
to swing about as 1t 1is lowered through the curved
groove slot 78. When the angel 1s near the standing
position the lower shoulder screw 48 will go down the

F

slight step 94 in the bottom portion 90 of the curved

groove 64 which will allow the pads 54 to expand
slightly. The pads 54 act as springs that are
compressed 1n order to keep the shoulder screws 46, 48

secure 1in each groove 62, 64.

In order to remove the ornament 30, the step
must be overcome. As the casket 12 1s subjected to

vibration, the ornament 30 will not inadvertently come
loose because of this step 94 in the bottom portion of
the curved groove 64. The lower shoulder screw 48
comes to rest in the vertical slot 92 at the bottom
portion 90 of the curved groove 64. When the lower
shoulder screw 48 rests in the vertical slot 92, the
ornament 30 stays vertically oriented and aligned. In
order to remove the ornament 30, the ornament 30 1is
gently pressed against the ornament attachment plate
28, compressing the pads 54, and rotated counter-
clockwise ninety degrees and then up and out of the

straight and curved grooves 62, 64.

After the ornament 30 is removed, it can be
attached wusing an ornament attachment plate 28 as
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described above, to a keepsake plaque 96 (Fig. 4) for

friends and family members. The plaque 96 also has a

'ﬁ-

place to put a photo 98 of the deceased and a metal

strip 100 that can be engraved and adhered to the
plagque 96. The plaque 96 can be hung on the wall or

F
—

stood up on a table or shelf.

Although the ©present 1nvention has Dbeen
described in detail for the purpose of illustration, it
18 to be understood that such detail is solely for that
purpose and that wvariations can be made therein by
those i1n the art without departing form the spirit and

scope of the invention.
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CLAIMS:

1. An attachment member for removeably attaching a first
object to a second object comprising:

a straight groove having a first end and a second end; and

a curved groove having a first end and a second end, the
curved groove curving about an origin of radius at the second
end of the straight groove;

wherein the straight groove and the curved groove are
adapted for receiving fasteners attached to one of said first
and second objects; wherein each of the first ends of the
straight groove and the curved groove 1includes a rounded
opening; wherein the straight groove and the curved groove
include slots extending from their respective first and second

ends; and wherein the slots include opposed ribs.

2 . The attachment member of claim 1, whereilin the second end

of the curved groove includes a stepped portion.

3. The attachment member of claim 2, wherein the second end

of the curved groove includes a slot.

4 . The attachment member of claim 3, wherein the straight

groove and the curved groove include ramped portions.

5. An ornament attachment member for removeably attaching an
ornament to a casket comprising:

a straight groove having a first end and a second end; and

a curved groove having a first end, and the curved groove
curving about an origin of radius at the second end of the
straight groove;

wherein the straight groove and the curved groove are
adapted for receiving fasteners attached to the ornament;

wherein each of the first ends of the straight groove and the

- 8 -
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curved groove includes a rounded opening; wherein the straight
groove and the curved groove 1include slots extending from their
respective first and second ends; and wherein the slots include

opposed ribs.

6. The ornament attachment member of claim 5, wherein the

second end of the curved groove includes a stepped portion.

7. The ornament attachment member of claim 6, wherein the
second end of the curved groove 1includes a vertical slot

portion.

8. The ornament attachment member of c¢laim 7, wherein the

straight groove and the curved groove include ramped portions.

9. A casket comprising:

a shell;

an ornament having a palir of fasteners;

an ornament attachment member attached to the shell for
removeably attaching the ornament, the ornament attachment
member comprilising:

a straight groove having a first end and a second
end;

a curved groove having a first end and a second end,
the curved groove curving about an origin of radius at the
second end of the straight groove;

wherein the straight groove and the curved groove are

adapted for receiving the pair of fasteners attached to the

ornament.

10. The casket of claim 9, wherein each of the first ends of
the straight groove and the curved groove includes a rounded

opening.
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11. The casket of claim 10, wherein the straight groove and
the curved groove include slots extending from their respective

first and second ends.

12. The casket of claim 11, wherein the slots include opposed

ribs.

13. The casket of claim 12, wherein the second end of the

curved groove includes a stepped portion.

14. The casket of claim 13, wherein the second end of the

curved groove 1includes a vertical slot portion.

15. The casket of claim 14, wherein the straight groove and

the curved groove i1nclude ramped portions.

16. The casket member of claim 9, wherein the shell further
includes a corner member and the ornament attachment member 1s

attached to the corner member.

17. A method of securing an ornament having first and second
fasteners to a casket shell, the casket shell having an
ornament attachment member having a straight groove and a
curved groove having first and second ends, the method
comprising:

inserting the first fastener into the first end of the
straight groove and the second fastener into the first end of
the curved groove;

moving the first fastener 1nto the second end of the
straight groove;

rotating the ornament about the second end of the straight
groove to move the second fastener i1nto the second end of the

curved groove.
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18. The method of claim 17, wherein the ornament further
comprises at least one pad and wherein rotating the ornament

further includes compressing the at least one pad.

19. A casket ornament system comprising:
a casket ornament having a palir of fasteners; and
an ornament attachment member adapted for attaching the
casket ornament to a casket, the casket ornament member
comprising:
a straight groove having a first end and a second
end; and
a curved groove having a first end and a second end;
the curved groove curving about an origin of radius at the
second end of the straight groove;
wherein the straight groove and the curved groove are

adapted for receiving the casket ornament fasteners.

20. The ornament attachment system of claim 19, wherein each
of the first ends of the straight groove and the curved groove

includes a rounded opening.

21. The ornament attachment system of claim 20, wherein the
straight groove and the curved groove include slots extending

from their respective first and second ends.

22. The ornament attachment system of claim 21, wherein the

slots include opposed ribs.

23. The ornament attachment system of claim 22, wherein the

second end of the curved groove includes a stepped portion.

24. The ornament attachment system of claim 23, wherein the
second end of the curved groove 1ncludes a vertical slot

portion.
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