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The present invention relates to a table of the 
refectory type having an extensible top, char 
acterized by the provision of leaves. Which are 
firmly supported when in an extended position 
and present a pleasing appearance When in a 
collapsed position. 
In accordance with the present invention, the 

leaves which form extensions of the table top are 
disposed at opposite ends of the table and are 
So arranged as to give, when in collapsed position, 
the appearance of a double-thickness top to the 
table. The leaves are mounted in Such a manner 
that While being moved into either extended or 
collapsed position, their upper Surfaces cannot 
Conne in contact with the under Surface of the 
table top to mar the finish on the leaves, and 
the Structure which Supports the leaves in ex 
tended position also prevents the leaves from 
dropping When not properly manipulated. Fur 
thermore, when the leaves are collapsed, the box 
ing beneath the table ShoWs no unsightly notches 
which Would indicate that the table is intended 
to be extended. 
The above and other advantageous features of 

the invention will more fully appear from the 
following detailed description taken in connec 
tion. With the accompanying drawing, in Which 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation, partly in section, of 
a table embodying the invention, with the leaves 
of the table extended. 

Fig. 2 is a WieW partly in Section, On a larger 
Scale, showing the manner in which the leaves 
are Supported in collapsed position. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view along the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is an end View of the table in collapsed 
condition. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view along the 
line 5-5 of Fig. 1, looking in the direction of 
the arrows. 

Tike reference characters refer to like parts in 
the different figures. 
The table base comprises legs , the upper ends 

of which are connected by end and side members 
2 and 2' extending between adjacent legs to form 
a boxing for concealing the structure which Sup 
ports the extensible table leaves. The table top 3 
is supported in Spaced relation to the side mem 
bers 2 of the boxing, being held away from the 
members 2 by side pieces 4 Secured to the under 
side of the table top along opposite edges thereof. 
These side pieces 4 give to the longitudinal edges 
of the table an appearance of double thickness, 
said side pieces being of less length than the 
side members 2 as shown in Fig. 1, for a purpose 
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which will hereinafter appear. Grooves 5 ex 
tend longitudinally of the side pieces 4 along the 
outer upper edge thereof, so that the side pieces 
4 have the appearance of being spaced from the 
table top-3. 

Extension leaves. 6 and T are disposed at Op 
posite ends of the table and when in collapsed 
position, as shown in Fig. 2, are directly beneath 
the ends of the table top 3 with the outer edges 
of said eaves in allinement with the outer edges 
of the top. Furthermore, the upper surfaces of 
the leaves 6 and are spaced from the, under 
side of the top to give to the ends of the leaves 
the appearance of being extensions of the Side 
members 4. As each leaf is supported in the 
same nanner, only one supporting structure Will 
noW be described. 
For supporting the leaves in collapsed position, 

each leaf 6 or 7 has a pair of parallelly extending 
arms : 8 secured to the underside thereof, Said 
arms, extending inwardly of the table from the 
leaf through notches 9 in an end member 2 of the 
boxing. The inner ends of the arms 8 also extend 

, through openings in a cross-stretcher 2 which 
is secured to the underside of the table top and 
extends between opposite side members 2', See 
Fig. 3. Each leaf in its collapsed position rests 
on an end boxing member 2, and the upper ends 
of the legs f, and the leaf is held in , slightly 
spaced relation to the top by plates 3 secured : 
within small notches 4 in the boxing member 2, 
each plate engaging with a groove 5 provided in 
the corresponding arm 8 just below the under 
surface of its leaf. These plates f3, as shown 
in Fig. 4, prevent the leaf from moving up 
wardly against the underside of the table top 3 
when the leaf is being moved into collapsed or 
extended position, so that the upper surface of 
the leaf will not be scratched or marred. 
When a table leaf 6 or 7 is in the extended 

position of Fig. 1, the inner ends of the arms 8 
engage with the upper edges of the openings 
in the cross-stretcher 2. At this point the arms 
8 are thickened, as indicated at 6, so that the 
arms substantially fill the openings to prevent 
up and down movement of the ends of Said arms. 
As best shown in Figs. 2 and 5, each arm 8 has a 
recess 7 in the side thereof, in Which is mounted 
a latch 8, So positioned as to be flush. With the 
outer surface of the arm 8, and each latch. 8 
provides an offset hook 49 which engages over 
the end of a plate 3 to support the leaf when it 
is in extended position. With its upper Surface 
lying in the same plane as the table top 3. Since 
a pair of latches 8 prevent a table leaf from 
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moving downwardly from the position shown in 
Fig. 1, and since the enlarged portions 6 of the 
arms 8 prevent the inner ends of said arms from 
moving up or down, the leaves 6 and T in ex 
tended position are rigidly supported and cannot 
be accidentally disengaged. 
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With the latches 8 set into recesses 7, it will 
be noted that the notches 9 in the boxing men 
bers 2 need be only the width of the arms 8 adja 
cent to their point of attachment with a leaf 6 
or 7, so that there is no unsightly open notch in 
the end boxing when the table leaves are col 
lapsed, as will appear in Fig. 4. Furthermore, 
since the plates 3 are directly beneath a leaf, in 
folded position, they are substantially concealed. 

In use, the leaves 6 and 7 are extended by pull 
ing outwardly thereon, a suitable handhold, not 
shown, being provided in the underside of each 
leaf, until further outward movement is prevent 
ed by stop members on the arms 8 in the form 
of screws 20, which engage with a cross-stretcher 
f2, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1. When 
the leaf is pulled out to this position, it is then 
raised as high as possible and pushed toward 
the table until the table edge and leaf edge come 
in contact. The hooks 9 are then directly over 
the plates 3 and downward movement of the 
leaf into the plane of the table top brings the 
hooks and plates into engagement with the leaf 
firmly supported in extended position. The 
leaves 6 and T are collapsed by reversing the 
above described procedure. 
From the foregoing, it will be apparent that 

the invention provides an extensible table With 
the leaves supported in collapsed position in Such 
a manner as to give to the table the appearance 
of having a double thickness top, the leaves being 
mounted to prevent Scratching of their upper 
surfaces while being moved in or out. The struc 
ture is also arranged so that the leaves cannot 
be pulled completely away from the table and 
when not properly manipulated can drop only 
slightly away from their extended position. 
We claim: 
1. In an extensible table, a table top, table legs, 

a boxing secured to said top and legs, an extensi 
ble leaf having a folded position beneath the table 
top, arms for supporting Said leaf in extended 
position, said arms being Supported by the box 

2,135,836 
ing, the latter having openings corresponding in 
size to the cross sectional area of the arms and 
adapted to receive said arms, a latch secured to 
each of said arms in a notch provided thereby, 
and a plate on Said boxing adjacent to and ex 
tending into each of the openings therein, said 
latch engaging with the associated plate and Sup 
porting the leaf in extended position, said latch 
having a hooked end engageable over an edge of 
the plate to retain said latch and plate in en 
gagement when the leaf is in extended position, 
whereby disengagement of the latch from the 
plate by a lateral pull on the extension leaf is 
prevented: 

2. In an extensible table, a table top, a boxing 
beneath said top, an extensible leaf, an arm on 
Said leaf for supporting the leaf in extended posi 
tion, said boxing having a notch in the upper side 
thereof to receive the arm, a clip on said boxing 
adjacent to and extending into the notch, and 
a latch on Said arm in a recess provided thereby 
engageable with the clip to hold the leaf in ex 
tended position, said latch having a hooked end 
engageable over an edge of the clip to retain said 
latch in engagement therewith when the leaf is 
in extended position and to prevent disengage 
ment of the latch from the clip by a lateral pull 
on the extension leaf. . . . 

3. In an extensible table, a table top, a boxing 
beneath Said top, an extensible leaf, an arm on 
Said leaf for supporting the leaf in extended posi 
tion, said boxing having a notch in the upper 
Side thereof to receive the arm, a clip on said 
boxing adjacent to and extending into the notch, 
a latch on said arm in a recess provided thereby, 
Said latch being engageable with the clip to hold 
the leaf in extended position and said latch hav 
ing a hooked end engageable over an edge of 
the clip to retain said latch and clip in operative 
engagement when the leaf is in extended posi 
tion, and means within the boxing for support 
ing the inner end of the arm, said means con 
prising a croSS member having an opening therein 
to receive the arm, the latter being enlarged sub 
stantially to fill the opening in the cross member 
when the leaf is in extended position to hold said 
arm against vertical movement, 
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