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To all whom it may concern.:

" Beitknown that I, HERBERT A. COBLEIGH,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Wood Haven, in the county of Queens
and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Collapsible
Boxes, of whieh the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part thereof,in which
similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. _

This invention relates to collapsible or fold-
ing boxes, crates, and similararticles;and the
object thereof is to provide an improved de-
vice of this class which is simple in construe-
tion and operation and the separate parts of
which may be compaectly folded together,
when desired, or extended and formed into a
box or crate.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved collapsible box, showing the separate
parts thereof hinged according to my inven-
tion and showing one end folded adjacent.to
one of the sides or the back thereof and the
front and top or cover in such position as to
clearly show the construction; and Fig. 2, a
transverse section of the box or crate.

In the practice of my invention I provide a
box or crate which consists of a back A, ends
B, a bottom C, a top or cover D, and a front
E, together with a narrow supplemental strip
F, which is secured to the bottom of the back
A, and to which the bottom is hinged, and
which forms a part of said bottom.

The ends B are hinged to the back by ordi-
nary hinges b, which are preferably counter-
sunk, and said ends may be folded adjacent
to the back, as shown in Fig. 1, or extended
at right angles thereto, as is also shown in
Fig. 1, and the supplemental strip F, to which
the bottom C is mounted, is preferably se-
cured to the back A by angular plates G,
which are formed on or secured to one leaf of
the hinges H, by which the bottom C is se-
cured to said supplemental strip, and said

hingesHand the plates G may be also counter-.

sunk, if desired.
The top or cover D is hinged to the top of

the back A by means of double-jointed or
three-plate hinges K, the side plates of said
hinge being secured to the back and to the
top or cover D, and the central plate being
hinged to or pivotally connected with said
side plate, and as thus constructed the top or
cover D may be folded over adjacent to or
flush with the back of the box. The frontE
is also connected with the bottom C by means
of similar double-jointed hinges K, and said
front may befolded overadjacent to the under
side of the bottom C, and pivotally connected
with the ends B, adjacent to the upper outer
corners thereof, are hooks L, which are adapt-
ed to operate in connection with eyes, loops,
or staples M, secured to the inner side of the
front E, adjacent to the upper corners there-
of, and by means of these hooks the ends B
and the front E will be securely held in the
desired position when said ends and front are
arranged to formabox orcrate,and the hinged
top or cover D may be also provided with a
spring-catch, if desired.

As thus constructed it will be seen that the
ends may be folded adjacent to the back, the
bottom adjacent to said ends, the front ad-

' jacent to the bottom, and the top or coverad-

jacent to the back, and I thus provide means
whereby the separate parts of the box or
crate may be folded together for shipment
and other purposes and easily formed into a
box or crate when desired for use.

It is evident that changesin and modifica-
tions of the construction herein described
may be made without departing from the
spirit of my invention or sacrificing its ad-
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vantages, and I reserve the right to make all

such alterations therein and modifications
thereof as fairly come within the scope of the
invention.

Having fully .described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A collapsible or folding box or crate, sub-
stantially asherein shown and described, con-
sisting of a back A, ends B, a bottom C, front
E and a top or cover D, said back A, having
secured along one edge thereof, a strip F to
which the bottom is hinged, the ends B being
hinged to the back A and adapted to be folded
thereupon over the strip F, which strip, is se-
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cured in position by angular plates G, to one
end of which plates are secured the hinges H
attaching the back A to the bottom C, the top
B and the front E, being provided with three-
plate hinges K and the ends Bhaving secured
thereto hooks L to retain the front E in con-
nection therewith, all constructed and ar-
ranged as herein specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention T have sighed my name, in pres- 1o
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 27th
day of May, 1896.

' HERBERT A. COBLEIGI.

Witnesses:

AUGUSTUS ARMSTRONG,
JACOB SCHMIDT.




