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L. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee..

|:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Whereas for a group of inventions in claims to fulfill the requirement
of unity of invention, there must exist special technical features for
linking the group of inventions so as to form a single general inventive
concept, a group of inventions in claims 1-25 are linked only in termg
of amatterthat "afuelcell comprisingaelectrolyte/electrode structure
(20a) havingelectrodes digsposedon the opposite gsides of anelectrolyte,
the electrolyte/electrode gstructure (20a) being held between first and
second sgeparators (22, 24).

However, since this matter is digsclosed in a prior-art documents,

for example, JP 2002-270202 A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 20 September,
2002 (20.0%.02), JP 2002-25587 A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 25 January,
2002 (25.01.02), and JP 6-218275 A (Siemens AG.), 09 August, 1994
(09.08.94), it cannot constitute a gpecial technical feature.

Therefore, there exist among a group of inventions in claims 1-25 no
special technical features for linking the group of inventions so as
to form a single general inventive concept.

Accordingly, it is clear that the group of inventions in claims 1-25
do not fulfill the requirement of unity of invention.

Next, the number inventions, that is, the number of inventions
described in the claims of this international application and liked
so as to form a general inventive concept will be studied.

Inventions, out of the inventions in ¢laims 1-25, described without
referringtomatters inother claims areonly six inventions respectively
in claims 1, 6, 10, 16, 21 and 25. Whereas the inventions in claims
2-5 are described by referring to claim 1, the inventiong in claimg
7-9 are described by referring to claim 6, the inventiong in claimg
11-15 are described by referring to claim 10, the inventions in claims
17-20 are described by referring to claim 16, and the inventions in
claimg 22-24 are described by referring to c¢laim 21, the inventionsg
in claims 1-5 are linked in terms of a matter in claim 1, the inventions
in claims 6-9 are linked in terms of a matter in claim 6, the inventions
inclaims 10-15 are linked in terms of amatter inclaim10, the inventions
inclaims 16-20 are linked in terms of amatter inclaim1lé, the inventions
in claims 21-24 are linked in terms of a matter in claim 21, and no
other matter linking a plurality of inventions can be found.

Therefore, it is considered that six inventions are described in
the claims of thig international application classified as c¢laimg 1-5,
claimg 6-9, c¢laims 10-15, claims 16-20, claims 21-24, and claim 25.
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