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(57) Abstract: Provided is an ionization method for sticking a sample 21 to the tip of a conductive probe 11, and ionizing
the sample by applying an ionized voltage to the probe 11 and then providing charges to the sample. In the ionization
method, a chemical process for homogenizing the surface of the probe 11 is executed, the sample 21 is stuck to the tip
of the probe 11, and the sample 21 is ionized by applying the ionized voltage to the probe 11 and then providing charges
to the sample. The chemical process for homogenizing the surface of the probe 11 can be carried out by, for example,
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causing the probe 11 to generate a corona discharge.
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