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To all whom it may concerr.:
Be it known that I, StMon H. M. SEIB, a eiti-
zen of the United States, residing at Jersey

City, in the county of Hudson and State of-

New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Corks; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exactdescription of theinvention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which
form.a part of this specification.

This invention has reference to improve-
ments in corks; and.the invention has for its
primary object to increase the usefulness of
an ordinary cork made of wood, whereby it
can be made to provide a perfectly tight clo-
sure upon the neck of the bottle, either upon
the inside of the said neck when the cork ex-
pands due to moisture or upon the outside
of the neck when the cork is contracted due
to dryness or heat. »

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a simple and useful cork, of the nature
to be hereinafter more fally set forth, which
can be employed for advertising or other simi-
lar purposes, such as designating the con-
tents of the bottle, and to enhance the gen-
eral appearance of the cork.

A further objeet of this invention is to pro-
vide a cork for a bottle combining, in combi-
nation with the stopper portion of the same,
which is to be arranged within the neck of a
bottle, a cap which is to be arranged over the
mouth of the neck of the bottle and may em-
brace the sides thereof.

Other objects of this inventien not here
specifically set forth will be fully described
in the following specification.

The invention therefore consists in the
novel construction of cork combining in com-
bination a stopper portion adapted to be ar-
ranged within the neck of the bottle and a
cap connected with said stopper portion, said
cap being constructed to be arranged over the
mouth of the said neck of the bottle, and pref-
erably made to embrace the outer sides of the
said neck.

Myinvention consists, furthermore,in other
novelarrangementsand combinationsof parts
and the details of the construction thereof, all
of which will be fully described in the accom-

panying specification and finally embodied in
the clauses of the claim.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is'a side view of a cork embodying
the principles of my present invention and
a portion of a bottle in which said cork is
placed; and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical
section of the said cork and the portion of the
bottle represented in said Fig. 1, said view
clearly illustrating the arrangement of the
said cork in connection with the mouth of the
neck of the bottle. TFig. 31is a similar view
of the said cork and a portion of the neck of
the bottle, illustrating the position of the cork
when about to be secured in position in the
mouth of the said neck. Fig. 4is a plan or
top view of the said cork, and Fig. 5 is a bot-
tom view of the same, both sald views being
made on a reduced scale. Fig. 61isa vertical
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section of a cork of a slightly-modified form

of construetion, but still embodying the prin-
ciples of my present invention.

Similar letters of reference are em ployed in
all of the said above-described views to in-
dicate corresponding parts.

In said drawings, A indicates my novel con-
struction of cork, and B represents a portion
of any ordinary bottle, said bottle being pro-
vided with the usual form of neck b and the
mouth or pouring-duct b'. As clearly illus-
trated in Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings, the

“said mouth or pouring-duct is usually pro-

vided with the inner curved surface b2, and
b? is the ordinary bead which sarrounds the
pouring-opening or mouth of the said neck b.
The said cork A is preferably made of wood;
but it may be of any other material suitable
for the purposes for which the cork is in-
tended; and it consists, essentially, of a main
body portion a,whichis provided witha down-
wardly-extending annular edge or shoulder
a', the inner surface a® of which is preferably
curved, as illustrated in the several figures
of the drawings. The said annular edge or
shoulder a' thus forms, with the body «a of the
cork, a suitable chamber ¢®, and in the center
of said ehamber and formed integral with the
under surface of the said main body portion
a I have arranged a c¢ylindrical portion a?,
which is preferably made with a chamber «°
and has its cylindrical surface a® provided
with a curve of a concavo form, as shown, so
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that the said stopper portion thus formed
when placed in the mouth of the neck of a bot-
tle will conform to the inner curvature b* of
said mouth, and the parts will form a tight fit.

As will be evident from an inspection, more
especially of Fig. 3, the lower portion of the
annular edge or shoulder o' of the cork is
made quite thin and is of asmaller diameter
than the maximum diameter of the bead sur-
rounding the mouth of the neck of the bot-
tle, whereby when the cork is arranged in
the said neck of the bottle, as set forth in
said Fig. 8, the lower edge ¢ of said edge or
shoulder o’ will rest directly upon the sur-
rounding surface of the said bead b%. Owing
to the said lower portion of the said edge or
shoulder ¢’ being made quite thin, the mate-
rial of which the cork is made will have suf-
ficient resiliency that the said edge af can be
readily forced over thesaid bead b®and cause
the inner curved surface of the said edge
or shoulder ¢’ to properly close against the
curved surface of said bead.

Instead of providing the stopper portion of
the cork, which is formed by the cylindrical
portion g, with the curved surfaee af, as here-
inabove set forth and as illustrated in said
Figs. 2 and 38, the said cylindrical portion a*
may have the perfectly straight eylindrical
surface ¢f, as illustrated in Hig. 6; but it will
be evident that any other sanitable surface
may be used in connection with the stopper
portion or with the inner surface of the annu-
lar edge or shoulder a'.

From the above description it will be clearly
evident that I have produced a simple and
cheap as well as an ornamental cork com-
bining a stopper and cap in one complete de-
vice which can be put to many different uses
and has the great advantage that there will
always be a perfect and tight fit of the cork
on the neck of the bottle, the stopper portion
of the cork produacing a tight fit with the in-
ner surface of the neck of the bottle when the
material of which the cork is made expands,
and, on the otherhand, when thesaid material
of which the corkis made contracts duetoheat
or dryness the inner surface of the annular
edge or shoulder connected with the cork
causing a perfect and tight fit with the outer
surface of the said neck of the bottle. By
my invention I have therefore provided a eork
or stopper which is very durable, is conven-
ient in use, and is more desirable in many
ways than the ordinary corks now in use.

It will be clearly obvious that many changes
may be madein the several arrangements and
combinations of parts, as well as in the de-
tails of the construction thereof, without de-
parting from the scope of my invention.
Henece I do not limit my invention to the ex-
aet arrangements and combinations of the
several parts as herein described, and illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, nor do
I confine myself to the exact details of the
construction of the said parts.
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Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. The combination,with the neck of a bot-
tle, of a cork, made of wood or other material,
consisting, essentially, of a main body por-
tion, having an annular non-flexible rim or
shonlder, the diameter of the lower annular
portion of which is smaller than the maximum
diameter of the neck of the bottle, said annu-
lar edge or shoulder being adapted to be
forced over the neck of the bottle and held
thereon by the resiliency of the material, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

2. The combination,with the neck of a bot-
tle, of a cork, made of 'wood or other material,
consisting, essentially, of a main body por-
tion, having an annular non-flexible edge or
shoulder, provided with an internally-carved
surface, and the diameter of the loweranna-
lar portion of said edge or shoulder beingless
than the maximnm diameter of the neck of
the bottle, but said edge or shoulder being
capable of being forced over said neck and
held thereon by the resiliency of the material,
and a stopper portion conpected with said
main body portion, arranged to be inserted
in the neck of the bottle, to close the same,
substantially as and for the purposes sef
forth. i

3. The combination,with the neck of a bot-
tle, of a cork, made of wood or other material,
consisting, essentially, of & main body por-
tion, having an annular non-flexible rim or
shoulder provided with au internally-curved
surface, and the diameter of the lower annu-
lar portion of said edge or shoulder being less
than the maximum diameter of the neck of
the bottle, but said edge or shoulder being
eapable of being forced over said neck and
held thereon by the resiliency of the material,
sabstantially as and for the purposes set
forth.

4. The herein-described cork A, of wood or
other material, consisting of a body a pro-
vided with a resilient but noun-flexible an-
nalar edge or shoulder &', having an inner
curved surface @?, forming a chamber o?, and
a eylindrical stopper portion in said cham-
ber, substantially as and for the purposes set
forth.

5. The herein-described cork A, of wood or
other material, consisting of a body a pro-
vided with a resilient annular edge or shoul-
dera’, having an inner curved surface a?, and
forming a chamber ¢, and a stopper portion
¢t in said chamber, said portion a* having a
concave surface o, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this
26th day of June, 1899.

SIMON H. M. SEIB.

Witnesses:
AxTHONY H. SEIB,
FRrEDK. C. FRAENTZEL.
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