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To all, whom it inval/ conce77. 
Beit known that I, KATHARINE WILLIAMS, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
the city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Shoulder-Braces and Skirt-Support 
ers, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

devices for supporting women's skirts and 
holding the body in the proper erect position; 
and it consists in certain novel features here 
in after described and claimed. 

In the annexed drawings, which fully illus 
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a rear eleva 
tion of a shoulder-brace and skirt-supporter 
embodying my improvements, dotted lines 
being used to indicate the position of the de 
vice on the wearer. Fig. 2 is a detail per 
spective view of a portion of the device, show 
ing a skirt-holding hook attached thereto; 
and Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken longi 
tudinally through the hook shown in Fig. 2. 

In carrying out my invention I employ a 
belt B, to which the straps A, of webbing or 
other suitable material, are secured at the 
points A* adjacent to the center of the belt 
at the rear thereof. From the points Athese 
straps are passed upward (crossing at the 
pointb) over the shoulders and thence brought 
back under the arms to the belt at the points 
A'. The secured ends of the straps project 
slightly below the edge of the belt to permit 
the attachment of a skirt-supporting hook C, 
as shown clearly in Figs. 2 and 3, and the free 
ends are provided with series of perforations 
or eyelets a, which are engaged over the el 
bow c' of the hook C to fasten the straps. 
This construction, furthermore, permits an 
easy and rapid adjustment of the device to 
the height of the wearer or the length of skirt 
desired. . 

The hook C shown in the drawings forms 
the subject-matter of a separate application 
for patent filed by me simultaneously here 
with, and is provided with the skirt-sustain 
ing loops c and hook c, but it will be read 
ily understood that any hook which supports 
the skirts and may be engaged by the perfo 
rations in the ends of the straps may be sub 
stituted without involving a departure from 
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my invention. . . 
My device is very light and simple and trans 

fers the weight of the skirt from the hips to 
the shoulders. ... Passing over the shoulders 
and under the arms in the manner described 
and shown, the device exerts no uncomfort 
able pressure on the breast, but applies a 
constant gentle backward pull on the shoul 
ders and tends to expand the lungs. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat. 
ent, is 
The improved skirt-supporter and shoul 

der-brace herein described and shown com 
prising a belt, a pair of crossed straps pass- 65 
ing over the shoulders and back under the 
arms, each strap having one end secured to 
the belt, and a skirt-supporting hook attached 
to and depending from the fast end of each 
strap, the free end of each strap being pro- 7o 
vided with a series of perforations adapted to 
engage the hook at the fast end of the other 
Strap. 
Signed at New York, in the county and 

State of New York, this 19th day of October, 75 
189S. 
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KATHARINE WILLIAMS. 

Witnesses: 
FREDK. BENNETT, Jr., 
SAMUEL NEALE. 


