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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, Jorx W. BAKER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Adrian,
in the county of Lenawee and State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and -useful
Improvements in Metal Posts; and 1 do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to fence-posts; and
one of the principal objects of the same is to
provide a strong and durable post in which
the line-wires are clamped centrally by fric-
tional means to permit the wires to slide
when there is an extraordinary draft upon

_them in either direction.
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Another object is to provide means for pre-
venting the decay or rusting of the posts atb
or near the ground-line.

Another object is to provide a sectional
post onto which one of the sections is hinged
to facilitate the adjustment of the line-wires
in place centrally through the post.

Still another object is to providea sectional
metal post which will be practically water-
tight and which will permit the line-wires to
slide centrally therethrough when there is
an extraordinary draft on any one or more of
the line-wires.

These and other objects are attained by
means of the construction illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fence-
post made in accordance with this invention.
Fig. 2 is a similar view with the hinged. sec-
tion swung down in position for securing the
line-wires in place. Fig. 3 is a central longi-
tudinal section of the post, and Fig. 4 is a
horizontal section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings for a more par-
ticular deseription of my mvention, the nu-
meral 1 designates one of the sections of the

_post, and 2 3 designate the other section of
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same. As shown, the post is made of sheet
metal of the required gage, and these sections
may either be rectangular, round, or any
suitable shape in cross-section. The section
1is provided with laterally-projecting flanges
4 and the sections 2 3 are each provided with
similar flanges 4. Registering perforations
5 in the flanges are for the bolts 6, which
clamp the two sections rigidly together.

The section 2 is hinged at 7 to the section

3. As shown in the drawings, this hinge is
formed by straps 8, secured to the two sec-
tions and provided with pintle-bearings 9,
through which the pintle 10 passes. How-
ever, any suitable hinge may be provided for
these two parts. A strip of zine 10" passes
entirely around the post at a point immedi-
ately below the hinge, the purpose of which

is to prevent the rusting or decaying of the

post at the ground-line. Said strip of zinc is
secured by the bolts which pass through the
flanges.

Near the base portion of the post a filling
of concrete or cement 11 provides a suitable
anchorage for the post, and the lower ends 13
of the sections are bent outwardly to hold
the post firmly in the ground. The lower
ends of the flanges are also bent outwardly
under the portions 13, as shown. The upper
end of the section 1 is bent over in the form
of a cap 14 to cover the upper end of both
sections to keep the water out from the inte-
rior of the post.

Tn attaching the line-wires to the fence-
post the hinged section is thrown downward
after the post has been set in the ground, and
the line-wires are then led through between
the two sections and a piece of material like
felt, asbestos, or a strip of some frictional
material is placed next to the flanges, and
the wires are clamped against these frictional
pieces by the bolts 6. In the section 1 ver-
tical strengthening bars or braces 15 give sta-
bility to this section and are secured in place
by means of bolts or screws 16.

From the foregoing it will be obvious that
a post constructed in accordance with this in-
vention will be strong and durable, will per-
mit the line-wires to occupy a central posi-
tion passing through the post, that the wires
will be permitted to move through the post
when extraordinary stress is brought upon
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any one of the wires, that the concrete filling .

may be inserted after the post has been placed
in the ground and before the wires are se-
cured in position, and that the post is prac-
tically waterproof and is provided withmeans
for preventing the decay of the post at or
near the ground-line.

Tt will be obvious that a post constructed
as described may be used as a hitching-post
or for many other purposes without altera-
tion in the general structure of the post.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
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and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A post comprising two metal sections,
one of said sections being hinged, and a cap
formed on one of said sections for covering
both sections, substantially as described.

2. In_ a fence-post, two hollow sections
clamped together with the line-wires passing
between the two sections and frictional strips
for holding the line-wires frictionally to the
post and permitting them to independently
slide therein when extraordinary stress is
brought upon any of said line-wires, substan-
tially as described.

3. A fence-post comprising metal sections,
the lower ends of which are bent outwardly
to form anchors for said posts, a hinged sec-
tion, a concrete filling atthe base portion of
the post, a cap formed upon one section for
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covering both sections at the top of the post,
one of said sections being hinged to the other,
flanges bent outwardly from the sections,
bolts passing through the flanges for clamp-
ing the line-wires frictionally and strips of

| fabric or other frictional material for holding

the wires in position, substantially as de-
seribed.

4. A fence-post comprising metal sections
provided with flanges, one of said sections
being hinged near the base, a cap formed on
one of the sections and covering both sec-
tions, line-wires passing through centrally be-
tween the sections and bolts passing through
the flanges for holding the line-wires in posi-
tion, substantially as described.

In testimony wherzof T heve hereunto set,
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

JOHN W. BAKER.

Witnesses:
J. W. HeLuE,
MirprED M. Comstock.,
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