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To.all whom it may concern: '
Be it known that I, Epwarp HALLER, &

citizen of the United States, residing at
"(Cleveland, in the county. of Cuyahoga and

State of Ohio, have.invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Serving-Racks,
of which the following is a full, clear, and

-exact description, reference being had to the

accompanying drawings.

- ~This invention relates to serving racks for
the special use of waiters in hotels, restau-
rants and similar places, the object of the in-
vention being to provide a rack of that char-
acter which shall be light in weight, strong
and durable in construction, cheap in manu-
facture, ornamental in appearance and hav-

‘ing capacity for holding a large number of

separate dishes or other articles, »
- While the invention is especially adapted

for the use just stated, it is capable of use as
or articles, and I desire it to be understood
that the invention is not therefore, confined
in its use." ‘ ,

In the drawings forming a part hereof,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my rack

‘showing the same in use by a waiter; Fig. 2

spective view showing portions of a rack of

‘modified construction, and Fig. 4 is a per-

spective view of one of the shelves for use
in the rack shown in Fig. 3. .

-~ The rack is preferably formed entirely of

metal, or of suitable metallic composition,
the base portion of the rack being provided
with a member 1 having downturned legs 2
at each of-its ends. Intersecting the mem-

“ber 1 toward each of its ends and attached

thereto in any suitable manner are cross
members 3 having downturned legs 4. Also
projecting from the center of the member 1

and -preferably at right angles thereto and
mid way between the members 3 is a member

5 having the downturned leg portion 6. The

members 3 and 5 lie in the same plane, and
the legs 2, 4 and © extend in the same di-
rection and to the same distance so that said

“legs are adapted to rest simultaneously upon

. a flat table or other object.
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TRising from the center of the member 1 is

the standard 7, the upper end of which is
provided with a hand piece 8 by means of:

which - the rack may be carried about, as

shown in Fig. 1. Preferably the said hand

is a plan view of the rack; Fig. 8.is a per-

piece is turned at an angle to the standard in
order that the hand of the person carrying
the same may be more easily inserted into
the handle. e n
Extending outwardly from the standard
7 on each side of the latter above the mem-
ber 1 of the base piece are trays or shelves,
one series of said shelves being designated 9
and the other designated 10. As shown in
the drawings, there are six of these shelves
in each -series, although obviously a greater
or less number of shelves may be employed
if desived. These shelves, which may be se-
cured to the standard in any suitable man-
ner, are preferably formed of stiff wire, as
shown, the main and outer portion of each
shelf being circular in shape but not extend-
ing throughout the entire circle, so as to
leave a portion of each shelf open. The
remaining part of each shelf consists of 'a
straight piece of wire extending from the
cireular part directly to the standard. The
shelves on each side of the standard are
preferably arranged in pairs in substantially
the same plane as shown, and in this way
the rack is perfectly balanced.  Also pro-
jecting from the standard attached thereto
in the same manner as the racks 9 and 10, are
smaller racks 11, said latter racks forming
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a vertical series over the base member 5. -

The larger racks 9 and 10 are intended for
holding the larger plates or dishes, and the
smaller racks 11 are intended for the smaller

85

or side dishes. _Although there may be any

number of the said smaller racks, the draw-
ings show five racks in this series.

In order to prevent the legs 2, 4 and '6
from scratching the table or other object
upon which they may be placed, I prefer to
provide said legs with knobs 12 which may
preferably be formed of rubber. In order
to more firmly support the shelves 9 and 10,
I attach to the members 1 and 3 vertically
extending braces 13, said braces being bent

outwardly from cach of the shelves so as

not to interfere with the plates or dishes
placed therein, the outwardrl)y bent portions
of these braces also serving to assist in hold-
ing the plates on the shelves. As shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, two of these
braces are used for each series 9 and 10 of
shelves, as the presence of a gréater number
would interfere with the insertion of the
plates or dishes into the rack. A similar
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brace may be employed on the series of
smaller shelves 11, but as these shelves are
intended for holding small dishes, it is not
thought necessary to give the same any sup-
port additional to what they secure from
their attachment to the main standard 7.

In Fig. 3 I have shown a standard 72
of a somewhat modified construction, the
same being intended to hold shelves which
may be entirely disconnected from the re-
mainder of the rack. By thus making the
shelves separable from the rack, they may
be removed for the purpose of washing or
cleaning. One of the larger racks designated
at 10 is shown in Fig. 4, from which 1t will
be seen that the attaching portion 14 is pro-
vided with a cylindrical end 15 having
grooves or slots 16 cut in its opposite sides,
said grooves being separated by a compara-
tively thin wall. " The shelf is attached to
the standard. 7* by providing the latter with
a longitudinal plate extension 17 in which
are formed L-shaped slots 18, there being a
series of said slots so as to accommodate a
series of the said shelves. The cylindrical
portion 15 of each shelf is engaged with the
said plate extension by inserting the same
into the L-shaped slot, the said plate extend-
ing into the slots 16. The smaller shelves
11* are attached to the standard 7> in the
same manner as the larger shelves are at-
tached to the plate extension. In this form
of rack I have also shown a T-shaped head
19 on the upper end of the standard, which
head is adapted to rest upon the shoulder of
the waiter. - In this form of rack I do not
contemplate using the braces 13, as they
would interfere with the removal of the
shelves from the standard. The circular
portions of the larger trays are, however,
each provided with loop extensions 20 and
with an end extension 21, said extensions be-
ing adapted to rest beneath the plate or dish
when it is in position upon the shelf.

While I have thus shown and described
my improved rack as adapted for being car-
ried by a waiter, it is evident that the same
may be placed upon a truck or any other
suitable device and moved about in this
manner. It is also obvious that the same
may be suspended from a trolley running
upon a wire so that the entire rack may be
propelled along this trolley, the wires run-
ning to the places where 1t is desired to
carry the trays.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s:

1. In a serving rack, the combination with
a base frame having legs upon which the
rack may rest, of a standard rising centrally
from the said base, a double series of rela-
tively large shelves.attached to the stand-
ard, there being one series on each side of the

standard, and a series of relatively small

shelves projecting from the standard in dif-
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ferent planes from the larger shelves and
means on the standard whereby the rack may
be carried.

2. In a serving rack, the combination with
a base having a member, said member being
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turned downwardly at each of its ends to .

form legs, of a pair of cross base members
attached to the first member, the said cross
base members also having downturned end
portions whereby the base is adapted to rest
upon a table or other support, a standard
rising centrally from the first mentioned
member, means connected with said stand-
ard whereby the same may be carried, and a
couble series of relatively.large shelves at-
tached to the standard, there being a series
on each side of the standard above the first
mentioned member of the base, and braces
connecting the said first mentioned member
with each shelf in each series.

3. In a serving rack, the combination with
a base for the rack consisting of a longitudi-
nal member having downturned leg portions
at each end, of cross members connected at
their centers with the said longitudinal mem-
ber, there being one of said cross members
near each end of the first member, and each
of said cross members having its ends turned
downwardly so as to form legs for the rack,
a standard rising centrally from the said
longitudinal member of the base, a handle
secured to the upper end of the said stand-
ard whereby the rack may be carried, a
double series of shelves projecting from said
standard, there being one series of said
shelves on each side of the standard above -
the said longitudinal member in the base,
each of said shelves being formed of a wire
looped into substantially circular form, and
braces connecting each shelf in each series
together and to the longitudinal and cross
members of the base,

4. In a serving rack, the combination with
a base for the rack comprising a longitudi-
nal member and a pair of cross members at-
tached to the said longitudinal member, of
a standard rising centrally from the longi-
tudinal member and mid way between the
cross members, a handle attached to the up-
per end of said standard, said handle being
bent to one side for the purpose specified, a
double series of shelves projecting from the
standard over the longitudinal member of
the base, there being a series of shelves on
each side of said standard, brace wires con-
necting each of the shelves in the series to-
gether, said brace wires being attached at
their Iower ends to the longitudinal and cross
members of the base, and a third series of
shelves attached to the standard and project-
ing at right angles with respect to the first
mentioned shelves,

5. In a serving rack, the combination with
an upright member provided with a series of
L-shaped slots, of a series of shelves, each of

75

80

‘85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

125

130



10

953,007

said shelves being provided with a slotted
head adapted to be inserted into the L-
shaped slots of the standard whereby the
shelves are held in position.

6. In a serving rack, the combination with
an upright standard, consisting of a plate
having L-shaped slots therein and of a plate
extension attached to the said plate and pro-
jecting at right angles therefrom, said plate
extension being also provided with L-shaped
slots, and shelves for the rack having slotted

8

heads which are adapted to be inserted into
the said L-shaped slots whereby the stand-
ard is adapted to carry different series of
shelves.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD HALLER.
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Witnesses: :
S. E. Fours,
A. J. Hupson.



