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To all whom it may 00:26ern 
Beit known that I, GEORGE S. BLAKESLEE, 

at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Dish-Holding Bas 
kets, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings. O 
My invention relates to baskets used in connection with washing machines to hold 

dishes or similar articles while they are be 
ing washed, and also before and after the washing operation, and has for its cbject 
to provide a basket which will be of open 
work construction so as not to interfere 
with the free access of the washing and 
rinsing water to its contents; which will 

20 be strongly made so that it will standrough usage, and which will hold the dishes or 
other articles firmly so that they will not be 
thrown about by the washing water, or will 
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not be apt to be damaged by rough or care 
less handling of the basket. I accomplish 
my object as illustrated in the drawings 
and as hereinafter described. What re 
gard as new will be set forth in the claims. In the accompanying drawings:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved basket, showing the parts folded; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-section substantially on 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a similar view, showing the upper 
Siber of the basket in its open position; 

3. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail in partial 
transverse section on line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
My improved basket comprises two mem 

bers or frames which are of the same gen 
eral construction and are hinged together 
at one side so that the upper member may 
fold over upon the lower member as shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2, or may be opened out so 
as to expose the lower member, as shown 
in Fig. 3. In the embodiment of my inven 
tion illustrated, the lower member comprises 
end bars 5-6, which are spaced apart and 
extend transversely of the basket, being con 
nected rigidly together by upright bars 7-8. 
The bars 7-8 are extended upwardly and 
united at their upper ends to form handles 
9, which, as best shown in Fig. 1, are bent 
outwardly to a slight extent to provide 
ample space for the upper member of the 

basket to pass between them. When it is 
swung into or out of operative position, 
Preferably the bars 7-8 are made integral 
with each other. 
The corresponding end bars 5-6 at the 

opposite ends of the basket, are connected together by longitudinal rods 10-11, re 
spectively, placed at intervals along the 
length of said bars, the rods ii, which con nect the upper end bars 6, being preferably 
staggered with relation to the rods 10 which 
connect the lower end bars 5, as shown in 
Fig. 2, and being placed farther apart to 
provide spaces wider at the top to receive 
the articles to be washed. The rods 10-fi 
are tubular and they are secured to their 
respective end bars by, extending them 
through holes in said bars and upsetting or 
riveting their ends, as illustrated in Fig. 4. 
12 indicates a series of cross rods carried 
by the several longitudinal rods 10 at inter 
vals throughout their length. Said cross 
rods pass through perforations in the rods 
10 and may be secured in position by solder 
or by spot-welding them. 13 indicates a 
similar series of cross rods carried b 
longitudinal rods 11, the latter rods being 
arranged directly over the rods 12. These 
cross rods coöperate with the longitudinal 
rods to form divisions or spaces to receive 
the articles to be washed and hold them 
against movement. 

14 indicates cross bars carried by the up rights -8 and extending outwardly be 
yond said uprights, as shown in Fig. 1. The 
ends of the cross bars 14 at one side of the 
basket, are bent inwardly or toward each 
other, as shown at 15 in Fig. 1, to form stops 
for supporting the upper member of the 
basket when it is in its folded position, as 
will be hereinafter described. The oppo 
site ends of said cross bars 14 are provided 
with lugs 16, by which the upper member 
of the basket is pivotally supported, as will 
presently be explained. 
17-18 indicate the end bars of the upper 

member of the basket, which are rigidly con 
nected together by upright bars 19. The 
end bars 17-18 are also spaced apart, and 
the corresponding bars at the ends of the 
basket are connected by longitudinal rods 
20-21, which correspond with the longitu 
dinal rods 10-11, and are connected in a 
similar manner to their respective end bars, 
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22 is irates a rod which extends through 
fhp rod 21 at the hinge side of the basket 
and through suitable bearings in the lugs 
its, thereby forming a hinge or pivot upon 
which the upper member of the basket 
swings. The ends of the rod 22 are secured 
by nuts 23. as shown in Figs. 1 and 4. As 
best shown in Fig. 1. the upper member of 
the basket is adapted to swing between the 
handles 9, which extend up beyond said up 
per neitler when the latter is in its folded 
losition. it whili fine the free ends of the 
enti ta's S '('st for the stops 15, as shown 
in sail fig tre. The lishes or other articles 
to he washeti are the held between the two 
nett's of the basket, but their proper 
washing is not interfered with because of 
the open-work construction. In order to 
frther secure the (lishes against ratting or 
displacement, the longitudinal rods 20-21 
are also provided with cross rods 2-4-25, 
siliilar to the cross rods 12-13, as best 
shown in figs. 1 and 3. - 
To support the upper member of the 

basket when it is in open position, I provide 
cross bars 26, secured to the uprights 7-8, 
between the bars 6 and 14, as shown in 
Figs. 1:nd 2. The crossbars 26 extend at 
one end beyond the uprights 7, as shown at 
27 in Fig. 2, forming stops which are adapt 
ed to be engaged by the adjacent ends of 
the end bars 17 when the upper member 
of the basket is opened, as shown in Fig. 
3, thus preventing the upper member of 
the basket from swinging down beyond a 
substantially horizontal position. 
In order to permit the basket to be slid 

more easily upon a table or floor, I provide 
longitudinally extending flat strips or run 
ners 28, secured to the end bars 5 and lying 
below the lower edges thereof, as shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2. s 
The dimensions of the basket may vary 

considerably from those shown in the draw 
ings to suit the requirements of different 
washing machines, and where the basket is 
made considerably longer and narrower 
than as shown in the drawings, the several 
longitudinal rods, and especially the outside 
rods, may be provided with intermediate 
braces or posts 29, as indicated by the 
dotted lines in Fig. 1 to make the basket more rigid longitudinally. 

N 

What I claim as my invention, and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent, is:- 

1. A dish-holding basket conprising up 
per and lower frames adapted to be super 
in posed one tip on the other, each of said 
frames having end members, a plurality of 
series of longitudinal rods in different hori 
Zontal planes connecting the side and inter 
mediate portions of the opposite end men 
bers of each frame together, upper and 
lower series of cross rods extending trans 
versely of said longitudinal rods and se 
cured thereto, handles secured to the end 
in embers of said lower frame, and means 
connected with said handles for pivotally 
supporting said upper frame at one side of 
said lower frame. 2. A dish-holding basket comprising up 
per and lower frames adapted to be super 
imposed one upon the other, each of said 
francs having end members, a plurality of 
series of longitudinal rods in different hori 
Zontal planes connecting the side and inter 
mediate portions of the opposite end meln 
bers of each frame with each other, upper 
and lower series of cross rods extending 
transversely of said longitudinal rods and 
connected thereto, upright bars secured to 
the ent members of said lower frame, trans 
verse bars secured to said upright bars, and 
means carried by said transverse bars for 
"pivotally supporting said upper frame at 
one side of said lower frame. 

3. A dish-holding basket coprising up 
per and lower frames adapted to be super 
imposed one upon the other, each of said 
frames having end members, a plurality of 
series of longitudinal rods in different hori 
Zontal planes connecting the side and inter 
mediate portions of the opposite end mem 
bers of each frame with each other, upper 
and lower series of cross rods extending 
transversely of said longitudinal rods and 
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secured thereto, upright bars secured to the 
end members of said lower frame, trans 
verse bars secured to said upright bars, 
means carried by said transversebars for 
pivotally supporting said upper frame at 
one side of said lower frame, and stops car 
ried by the end members of the lower frame 

100 

for limiting the extent to which said upper 
frame may swing outwardly. 

GEORGE S. BLAKESLEE. 


