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o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, E. S. CLAPP, of Mon-
tague, in the county of Franklin and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in the Manner of Attach-
ing and Securing the Blades of Scythes to the
Snaths; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication, in which—

Figure 1 is a view, looking toward the un-
derside of the blade. Tig.2isa view, looking
toward the heel of the blade. Fig. 3 is a sec-
tion of the collar, showing the mode of secur-
ing and adjusting the blade. Fig. 4is an end
view of the snath, ‘

. Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in each of the several figures.

The natore of my invention consists in cer-
tain improvements in the mode of attaching
and securing the blade of the scythe to the
snath, by which I am enabled to regulate the
position of the blade with regard to the snath,
or to set the edge more up or down.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
anduse my invention, I will proceed to describe
fully its construction and operation.

A A, Figs.1 and 2, is the seythe - snath,
which is of the usunal form.

B is 4 metal collar or cap, which fits tightly
over the end of the snath, and is provided at
its end with an aperture, a, (see Fig. 4,) large
enough to admit the shank of the blade. ‘One
side of the collar has a strip or plate of metal,
b, proceeding from it, extending some dis-
tance down the snath. A recess is formed in
the'end of the snath within this plate b,(see
Fig. 3,) and an- aparture, ¢, is formed in the
plate. A projection, d, extends beyond the
end on the side of the eap, opposite the plate b.

¢ is a plate of metal, inserted at the bottom
of the recess in the end of the snath, and se-
cured in any convenient manner. It is fur-
nished with a series of notchesextended across
it. (Seen through the aperture ¢, in Fig. 1.)

fis.a small serew, which is inserted through
the aperture ¢, and serewed into the snath, so
.as to leave but a small part projecting into
the recess in the end of the snath. ¢isanother
screw, which screws into the face of the pro-
Jection d, standing out toward the center of the
cap.

C is the blade of the scythe. Its shank %

‘back ; to set it more out, more forward.

passes through the aperture a, and the point
of the said shank fits into one of the.notches
in the plate e. Near the heel, the face of the
shank bears on the edge of the aperture a, in
the cap B, a noteh being made across it at
that point to prevent its slipping. When the
shank is placed in the collar and its point set
in one of the notches in the plate e, the set-
serew g is unscrewed from the projection d, so
as to press upon the side of the heel of the
blade and throw back the tail of the shank
against the screw f, the edge of the hole a in
the cap meanwhile forming. the fulerum on
which the shank, being a lever, is balanced
by the pressure of the screws fand g. The
notch across the skank, where it bears upon
the edge of the hole a, prevents its being drawn
out from the collar, while side play is also pre-
vented by the screws. !

If it is required to alter the set of the blade,
the screw d must be screwed back from the
side of the heel. To set the blade more in, or
with its point more toward the snath, the point
of the shauk must be placed in a noteh farther
If
it is required to set the edge more up or down,
or from or to the ground, the blade must be
taken out and the position of the screw f al-
tered ; to set the edge down, or inore toward

_the ground, must be unscrewed, or serewed to

bring the end fartherout. To set theedge up
or from the ground, the screw must be screwed
farther in, The effect of the screw fis best
seen by referring to Fig. 3.

This mode of securing the seythe-blade to
the snath holds it very secure, and is of great
advantage, as when they are secured in the
ordinary way the set of the scythe cannot be
readily altered, and it is well known that dif-
ferent mowers require the scythe to be differ-
ently set, and it is also necessary to alter it
for different kinds of work,

. What I claim as-new in my invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

Setting the edge of the blade up or down
or more or less obliquely by means of the ad-
justing-screw f, in combination witl the edges
of the aperture &, -which form the Learings of
the two sides of the shank of the blade, sub-
stantially in the manner herein set forth.
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