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Patented Nov. 18, 1924, 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
JOHN F. NAGORS:X ANAD DURWOOD F. CARSE, OF BEDFORD, OHIO. 

VIERRY-G-O-ROUND. 

To (ill uhon, it may concern; 
3e it known that we, JoHN F. NAGoRSRI 

and DURwood F. CARSE, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Bedford, in the 
county of Cuyahoga and State of Olhio, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Merry-Go-Rounds, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in merry-go-rounds of 
that type which are driven around by one of 
the persons riding upon or using the same, 
and the principal object of the invention is 
to provide a simpler and cheaper merry-go 
round for use upon home lawns, school 
playgrounds, and other pleasure grounds or 
places. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a merry-go-round embodying a sup 
porting base with removable seat carrying 
beams and foldable supporting legs, and 
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amount of space during shipment or stor 
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wherein the arms and backs of the seats are 
foldable so that the structure may belknocked 
down and thereby require a minimum 

age, when not in use. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a merry-go-round embodying a support 
ing base with radiating seat forming boards 
rotatably mounted thereon and provided 
with foldable seat arms and backs for the 
safe accommodation of passengers, one of 
the boards being provided with hand grips 
to act as a starting board and also being 
provided with a foldable hanger to support 
the person in a crouched standing position 

40 

after he has started the merry-go-round. 
With the above general objects in view, 

and others that will become apparent as 
the nature of the invention is better un 
iderstood, the same consists in the novel form, 
combination and arrangement of parts here 
in after more fully described, shown in the 
accompanying drawings, and claimed. 

In the drawings, wherein like reference 
charactel's designate corresponding parts 
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throughout the several views:-- 
Figure 1 is a top plan view, partly broken 

away, of a merry-go-round constructed in 
accordance with the present invention. 
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Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of the 
lower platform with its legs in folded posi 
tion. 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of one of 55 
the outer keeper strips for the passenger 
boards. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view on line 4-4 
of Figure 1; and 

Figule 5 is an enlarged perspective view 60 
of one of the seat boards. 

Referring more in detail to the several 
views the present invention embodies a sup 
porting base including a platform 5 laving 
supporting legs 6 foldably attached thereto, 65 
said legs each embodying a substantially C 
shaped member with its ends pivotally at 
tached as at 7 to the under surface of the 
platform 5 neal its periphery for radial 
Swinging movement, and means such as a 70 
hook or catch 8 for retaining the legs in the 
outwardly inclined position shown in Fig 
ire 4. As shown, the hook 8 is hinged as at 
9 to the under sulface of the platform 5 in 
wardly of the adjacent leg and has its other 75 
end formed to detachably engage the in 
Wardly offset central portion of said leg as 
at 10. Hy means of this construction the 
platform 5 is effectively supported at the 
desired elevation and when the device is not 80 
in use, the hooks and legs may be swung 
inwardly to lie flatly against the under sur 
face of the platform 5, thereby providing a 
compact arrangement cooperating with oth 
er features to be later described whereby 85 
the device may be packed or stored in a 
minimum of space. An upper platform 11 is disposed above 
the platform 5 and of the same general form 
as the latter, said platforms being held in 90 
spaced relation by means of grooved Sup 
porting roller's 12 which are fixed to the 
under surface of the platform 11 and which 
ride upon a guide or track 13 placed upon 
the upper surface of the platform 5. This 95 
guide 13 is preferably in the form of a rod 
or tube img of circular cross section en 
gaging the semi-circular groove of each sup 
porting roller 12. The space between the platforms 5 and 11 lo0 
is covered by means of it sheef metal band 
14 which is preferably secured to the mar 
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ginal edge of the platform 5 and which pro 
jects upwardly to a point adjacent the plat 
form 11, thereby shielding the clothes of 
the children from contact with the rollie's 
12 and avoiding any chance of injury froii). 
this source. . - 
The two platforms are held in proper op 

erative relation by means of a pivot bolt 15 
which extends through aligned central open 
ings in the two platforms and which has 
a suitable nut 16 threaded upon the upper 
end thereof. Washers may be provided be 
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tween the upper surface of the platform 11 
and the nut 16 for a well known purpose. 
The platforms 5 and 11 may be composed of 
a plurality of permanently and rigidly con 
lected oards as shown, and the platform 11. 
is adapted for removable reception of the 
inner ends of a plurality of radial seat 
forming beams or boards 17. Each board 
17 has its inner end removably held upon the 
platform 11 by means of a pair of aligned 
and spaced keeper strips 18 and 15 which 
cooperate with the platform to provide 
sockets into which the inner ends of said 
board 17 are removably slid. 

If found necessary any suitable means 
may be provided for positively retaining the 
ends of the seat carrying boards in these 
keepers, but in practice it has been found 
that when the seats are occupied the weight 
of the passenger sets up sufficient friction 
between the upper surface of each board 17 
and the inner keeper 18 for this purpose. 
The remaining beam or board 19 consti 

tutes what may be termed a starting board, 
and it is provided with a pair of longitudi 
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nally spaced handles or hand grips 20, upon 
its outer end portion, which may be gripped 
by one of the passengers to facilitate start ing of the merry-go-round. 

In order to support the starter after the 
merry-go-round has been placed into opera 
tion so that the starter may also enjoy the 
ride, a hanger or stirrup 21 is suspended 
from the board 19 near one edge of the latter 
beneath the hand grips 20. This hanger 
embodies a substantially C-shaped member 
which is preferably hinged at its ends to 
the under Surface of the board so that it may 
be folded flatly against said surface when 
not in use. In order to effectively hold the 
hanger 21 from swinging when in use, a 
hook 22 is detachably engaged with the off 
set central portion of the hanger as at 23 
and this hook is pivoted or hinged in a suit 
able keeper 24 provided on the board 19. 
It will be understood that the child may 
hop onto the horizontal lower portion of the 
hanger 21 while gripping the handles 20 
and thereby safely enjoy the ride as before mentioned. 
The seat carrying boards 17 are such as 

to have their outer ends constitute the seat 
bottoms, and in order that even young chil 
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dren may safely use the device, a novel form 
of retaining means is provided for holding 
the passenger against displacement fi’om 
these boards, which stricture may be termed 
a collapsible back and a ri) structure for 
each seat. The arms of each seat embody 
two substantially C-shaped members a 1'- 
ranged transversely of each board 17 and 
indicated by the reference character 25, said 
members 25 being arranged in pairs and 
hinged at their end portions for radial 
swinging movement toward and away frol)) 
each other. The extreme end portions of 
the member's 25 are turned out as at 26 so as 
to form feet which engage the upper surface 
of the board or beam for limiting the lip 
ward swinging movement of these member's 
25 to a vertical position but permitting the 
same to swing downwardly toward each 
other so as to lie flatly upon the upper sur 
face of the board when not in use. In order 
to retain the members 25 in their upright 
operative position each pair of the same is 
connected by means of a rod 27 having its 
ends slidably engaging the members 25 
which it connects, so that said rod 27 may 
be slid downwardly to a position upon the 
inwardly projecting ends of the members 25 
for allowing the latter to be folded or col 
lapsed. This construction will also allow 
the rods 27 to be moved upwardly so as to 
engage the vertical portions of said mem 
bers 25 whereby the latter are effectively re 
tained in upright spaced relation. Any 
suitable means for retaining the rods 27 in 
the last mentioned position may be provided 
such as pins 28 extending through openings 
in the members 25 beneath the eyes of the 
adjacent rod 27 and preferably attached to 
its respective member 25 by means of a 
flexible member or chain 29 so as to guard against loss of the pins. 
From the above description it will be seen 

that the boards 17 and 19 lay he readily 
removed from the platform 11 and that the 
guard frames of the seats, as well as the 
hanger of the starting board may be readily 
folded into flat engagement with the st 
faces of these boards so as to present, a com 
pact structure which may be stored or 
shipped in a minimum of space particularly 
when the legs are folded into flat engage 
ment with the under surface of the support ing platform 5. 

in this way a very compact, simple, safe 
and durable merry-go-round is provided 
which may be readily set up for use and 
l:nocked down for shipment or storage with 
out the requirement of special skill or tools. 
From the foregoing description it is be 

lieved that the construction and operation 
as well as the advantages of the present in 
vention will be readily understood and ap 
preciated by those skilled in the art. 
Minor changes may be made without de 
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parting from the spirit and Scope of the in 
vention, as claimed. 
The legs 6 and stirrup 21 may be pro 

vided with out-tuned ends similar to the 
ends 26 of the members 25 for limiting the 
legs and stirrup in their swinging moveinent 
to operative position. It will be seen tha. 
the inner end of each board 17 or 19 is re 
duced as at 17 so that the upper surfaces 
of the keepers 18 will be flush with the upper 
surfaces of these boards. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A merry-go-round embodying a sup 

porting platform having collapsible feet 
; foldable against its under surface and pro 
vided with means for retaining the same in 
downwardly and outwardly extending po 
sitions for supporting the platform at a de 
sired elevation, a second platform pivoted 
to and arranged spaced above the first 
named platform for rotation upon a vertical 
axis, anti-friction members carried by the 
second platform and cooperating with the 
lower platform, a plurality of seat form 
ing beams having their inner ends remov 
ably engaged with the second named plat 
form and resting upon the upper surface of 
the latter, and seat guard frames including 
members pivoted upon said supports and 
foldable flatly against the upper surfaces 
thereof. 

2. A merry-go-round embodying a Sup 
porting platform having collapsible feet 
foldable against its under surface and pro 
vided with means for retaining the same 
in downwardly and outwardly extending 
positions for supporting the platform at a 
desired elevation, a second platform pivoted 
to and arranged spaced above the first nam 
ed platform for rotation upon a vertical ax 
is, anti-friction members carried by the sec 
ond platform and cooperating with the 
lower platform, a plurality of seat forming 
beams having their inner ends removably 
engaged with the second named platform 
and resting upon the upper surface of the 
latter, and collapsible seat guard frames in 
cluding members foldable flatly against the 
upper surfaces of said seat forming boards, 
and a starting board having hand grips lon 
gitudinally spaced and secured upon its out 
er end portion and provided with a depend 
ing hanger forming a supporting stirrup 
for a person starting the merry-go-round. 

3. A merry-go-round embodying a sup 
porting platform having collapsible feet 
foldable against its under surface and pro 
vided with means for retaining the same in 
downwardly and outwardly extending posi 
tions for supporting the platform at a de 
sired elevation, a second platform pivoted 
to and arranged spaced above the first nam 
ed platform for rotation upon a vertical 
axis, anti-friction members carried by the 
second platform and cooperating with the 

ge, 

lower platform, a plurality of seat forming 
beams having their inner ends removably 
engaged with the second named platforn 
and 'esting upon the upper surface of the 
latter, and collapsible seat guard frames in 
citiding members foldable flatly against the 
upper sulfaces of said seat forming boards, 
and a starting board having hand grips lon 
gitudinally spaced and secured upon its 
outer end portion and provided with a de 
pending hanger forming a supporting stir 
rup for a person starting the merry-go 
lound, said hanger being collapsible against 
the under surface of the starting board and 
provided with means for retaining the 
same in depending operative position when 
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4. In a merry-go-round, a plurality of 
radial beams, and seat frames carried 
thereby, each seat being formed of a pair 
of substantially C-shaped members pivoted 
upon a beam and adapted to be folded flat 
thereagainst, and a bridle rod slidable upon 
the sides of said C-members and disposable 
to maintain the same in upright position or 
to permit folding thereof. 

5. In a merry-go-round, a seat forming 
beam having a pair of substantially C 
shaped guard frames hinged to the outer 
end of the same and arranged transversely 
of the same for swinging movement in a di 
rection longitudinally of the board, means 
for limiting the swinging. movement of said 
members in one direction to a substantially 
vertical position, and a connecting rod hav 
ing its ends slidably engaging said members 
and movable to positions wherein the same 
respectively retains said members in verti 
cal position and wherein swinging of the 
same in the opposite direction into flat en 
gagement with the surface of the board is 
permitted. 

6. In a merry-go-round, a plurality of 
radial beams, and seat frames carried there 
by, each seat being formed of a pair of sub 
stantially C-shaped members pivoted upon 
a beam and adapted to be folded flat there 
against, and a bridle rod slidable upon the 
sides of said C-members and disposable to 
maintain the same in upright position or to 
permit folding thereof, and retaining ele 
ments for holding the bridal rod in opera 
tive position for maintaining the C-mem 
bers upright. 

7. In a merry-go-round, a plurality of 
radial passenger carrying beams and a fold 
able hanger mounted on the underside of 
the end portion of one beam and adapted 
to support an operator, in a crouched stand 
ing position, and a plurality of seat frames 
mounted upon the tops of all the other 
beam ends. 

8. In a merry-go-round, a passenger car 
rying beam and a supporting frame thereon 
comprising a pair of substantially C-shaped 
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frame members having their short arms 
pivoted on the beam, a rod terminating at 
E. ends in eyes slidably engaged upon the 
sides of said frame members and disposable 

5 selectively in spaced relation to the beam 
for holding the frame members upright, or 
against the beam with the eyes engaged 

upon said short arms whereby to permit 
folding of the frame members flat upon 
the beam. 10 
In testimony whereof we hereunto aflix 

our signatures. 
JOHN F. NAGORSK. 
DURWOOD F. CARSE, 


