
No. 691,874. Patented Jan. 28, 1902. 
M. ROBINSON. , 

SWITCH, OUTLET, AND RECEPT ACLE BOX. 
(Application fled Nov. 21, 190.) 

(No Model.) 

EAS s&s NSS 

IN ; 
|: : 

Z.Z., II 
£2. 7 

Mt Nesses: 

Cav (Wiley, 

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  



O 

25 

35 

40 

45 

So 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

MIN E R R O BIN SON, O F N E W T ON, M Ass A C H U SETTS. 
SWITCH, OUTLET, OR RECEPTACLE BOX. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 691,874, dated January 28, 1902. 
Application filed November 21, 1901, Serial No. 83,182, (No model.) 

To all whon it 77vay concertz; 
Be it known that I, MINER, ROBINSON, of 

Newton, in the county of Middlesex and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Switch, Outlet, 
or Receptacle Boxes, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention has special reference to ar 

rangements for attaching switch, outlet, and 
receptacle boxes to the wall. It has been cus 
tomary to attach the boxes by means of metal 
“ears,’ which bear upon the plastering and 
are held in place by screws passing through 
the plastering and into the lath or wood 
work. Boxes attached in this manner are 
liable to work loose from the constant jar as 
the switch is operated, causing the plastering 
between the switch-ear and the lath or other 
woodwork to crumble away, thereby remov 
ing the support from under the switch-ears. 
In cases where there is no plaster it has been 
necessary to use extreme care in cutting the 
mortise the right depth for the attaching-ear. 
In order to overcome this difficulty and also 
to provide a means of adjustment to allow for 
varying thickness of plastering, &e., I adopt 
an improved form of construction whereby, 
as hereinafter described, my switch-box is 
firmly attached to the lath or other wood 
work without the intervention of the plaster, 
at the same time being readily adjustable. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my improved 
box. Figs. 2 and 3 are plan views of the same 
attached to the wall, Fig. 2 showing perpen 
dicular and Fig. 3 angular attaching-screws 
in place. Fig. 4 is a section on 4 4, Fig. 2; 
and Fig. 5 is a section on 55, Fig. 3. 

I provide the switch-box A, as shown in the 
drawings, with projections or ears B, said pro 
jections being placed a short distance back 
from the front edge of the box at such a dis 
tance that when the box is cut into the par 
tition, as shown in Fig. 4, this projecting por 
tion or ear will allow the front edge of the 
box to go in slightly below the plane of the 
plaster-surface. As it is necessary to have 
the front edge of the box in the same plane 
with the plaster-surface when the switch is 
put on, I provide four leveling-screws C, as valuable. 
shown. 

Attaching-screw holes d, Fig. 1, are drilled 
through the lug or projecting ear B perpen 
dicular to the plane of the front edges of the 
box, and also attaching-screw holes d' are 
drilled through the side of the projecting ear 
at an angle, so that in case the screws inserted 
through the perpendicular holes should fail 
to strike a lath or other woodwork or should 
strike so near the edge as to split the lath the 
screws inserted in the angular holes would un 
doubtedly reach a firm hold in a lath or adja 
cent woodWork. 
The box is installed as follows: A hole of 

sufficient size to admit the body of the box is 
cutthrough both plaster and woodworkin the 
wall, and outside of this hole plastering only 
is removed for sufficient distance to admit 
the attaching-ear B, as best shown in Fig. 
4. In case the wall is entirely of wood a hole, 
of approximately the same shape as above 
described is cut, removing a layer of wood 
instead of plaster to accommodate the attach 
ing-ear. The four leveling-screws Care then 
turned until the edges of the box are flush 
with the surface of the wall. Finally, the at 
taching-screws D in either the perpendicular 
holes d or the angular holes d', as may be nec 
essary to secure a hold on the lath or other 
woodwork, are screwed firmly in place. It 
will be found that the box is held securely in 
this position and supported entirely inde 
pendent from the plastering. By using the 
angular holes d for attaching the box a 
slight vertical adjustment may be easily ob 
tained. 
Some of the advantages of my invention 

might be stated briefly as follows: Less time 
is required in securely attaching the box to 
the partition, therefore making a saving in 
labor. Ease of adjustment of the boxfor vary 
ing thicknesses of plastering is secured, or in 
case the box is set in woodworkless pains is re 
quired in cutting the mortise for the attach 
ing-ear, as any discrepancy in the depth of 
the mortise may be readily compensated for 
by the adjusting-screws. Also by using the 
attaching-screws through the angular holes 
quite a vertical adjustment may be obtained, 
which under certain conditions would prove 

In case, for instance, the covering 
plate did not quite cover a little break in the 
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done by less skilled labor. 

2 

plastering, by means of this adjustment the 
whole box could be either raised or lowered 
slightly, as might be necessary, facility being 
afforded for permitting equally good work 

Also double provi 
sion is made for obtaining a secure fastening. 

It is my intention to adapt this invention 
to several different styles of boxes known as 
'gang-boxes, where two or more switches 
are grouped together under one plate. 
Having now described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. A Switch, receptacle or outlet box hav 

ing ears or lugs, provided with leveling-screws 
and attaching-screws for securing the box di 
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rectly to the lath or other woodwork entirely 
independent of the plaster. 

2. A switch, receptacle or outlet box hav 
ing the ears or lugs B substantially as de 
scribed, provided with leveling-screws C and 
attaching-holes d' drilled on an angle in com 
bination with the screws D substantially as 
and for the purposes described. 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig 
nature in presence of two witnesses. 

MINER, ROBINSON. 
Witnesses: 

SUMNER, ROBINSON, 
GERTRUDE GUNTHER, 
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