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o oll whom it may COncern:

Be it known that I, Sarar E. SmiTH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Nor-
folk, in the county of Norfolk and State of
Virginia, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Corset-Holders, of which the
Tollowing is a specification.

The present invention has reference to
holding devices for corsets to facilitate the
lacing thereof.

The lacing of corsets in the usual manner
requires time and patience upon the part
of the sales person or corsetidre, as the corset
can not be easily handled when passing the
lace through the eyelets, and as the end
stays must, at different parts throughout
the length thereof, be arranged toward or
away from each other to properly fit the
figure for which the corset is designed, the
ordinary lacing of corsets is, to a great ex-
tent, a matter of guess work, and accurate
adjustments must be made ‘after the lace has
been passed through the eyelets and the cor-
set again arranged upon the figure. In
handling a great number of corsets in the
course of a day’s work, in the ordinary man-
ner, especially when time is an important
item, the sales person or corsetidre is sub-
jected to a great amount of physical strain
and work and it may be considered the pri-
mary object of the present invention, to pro-
duce a means whereby a corset may be
easily, quickly and effectively gripped so
that the ends thereof may be arranged in
any desired but proper spaced relation to
each other to facilitate the threading of the
lace through the eyelets and to permit of
the expeditious lacing of the corset in an
easy but thoroughly effective manner.

Tn carrying out my invention, it is my
purpose to produce a holding device for
corsets comprising a plurality of associated
elements, each adjustable with respect to the
other and including spring clips to engage
with the edges of a corset, so that corsets
of varying lengths, styles, weights, or sizes
may be easily and quickly positioned there-
on and properly adjusted to bring the stays
having the eyelets therein in a convenient
position to receive the lacing.

Tt is a further object of the invention to
produce a device of this character which
may

comprising few simple parts adjustable with

be easily and quickly positioned and:
retained upon a counter or other support,

respect to each other, which shall be orna-
mental in appearance, and which shall per-
form the functions for which it is devised
with ease and accuracy.

Tt is a further object of the invention to
produce a holding device for corsets to
facilitate the lacing thereof, which shall be
of a collapsible nature, the elements com-
prising the same being both adjustable and
removable whereby the device when not in
use, may be folded to a small compact pack-
age which will occupy only a small space
in the grip of a salesman and likewise, only
a, small space in storage or transportation.

Other objects and advantages will present
themselves as the nature of the invention is
more fully understood, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which,

Figure 1 1s a top plan view of the im-
provement, the corset being indicated by the
dotted lines.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same.

Fig. 3 is a sectional view approximately
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2. :

" Fig. 4 is a detail fragmentary perspec-
tive view.

Tn Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawing, my im-
proved corset holder is attached to and sup-
ported on a table or counter which is indi-
cated by the numeral 5.

My improved holder 1s preferably con-
structed of flat metal, the sheets or plates
comprising the same being suitably stamped
or bent upon themselves to provide the ele-
ments constituting the improvement.

Broadly speaking, the improvement con-
stitutes a base 6, and end members 7. The
base, as clearly illustrated by the drawings,
comprises two sections, indicated for dis-
tinction by the numerals 8 and 9. Bach of
the sections has its outer end rounded upon
itself to provide hooks 10, and these hooks
are designed to contact with the opposite
edges of the top member of the counter 5.
Tach of the sections, inward of the hook 10,
is provided with lateral members which are
bent downwardly forming feet or supports
11 that are designed to rest upon the top of
the counter, as clearly illustrated by the
drawings. The section 8 is wider than the
section 9 and has its said widened portion
bent or otherwise shaped to provide depend-
ing spaced sides 12 and inturned bottom

portions 13. It will thus be noted that the
section 8 for the major portion of its length,
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comprises a hollow member and is designed
to receive the section 9 whereby the base 6
of the improvement comprises two longi-
tudinally adjustable or telescopic members.
If desired, and as illustrated by the draw-
Ings, the section 9 may have its edges bent
to provide side flanges 14 which are ex-
tended inwardly to form the base flanges 15,
the base or bottom portions 18 and 15 of the
respective sections 8 and 9 being suitably
spaced away from each other as clearly
shown in Fig. 8 of the drawings. The sec-
tion 9, at a suitable distance from the inner
end thereof, is provided with an elongated
centrally arranged longitudinally extending
slot 16, the section 8 having its upper plate
provided with an opening alining with the
slot and through the slot and opening passes
the shank 17 of a headed member 18." The
shank 17 is threaded and is engaged by a
wing nut 19. By reference to Fig. 3 of the
drawings, it will be noted that the head 18 is
of a size to be received between the con-
fronting edges of the base or bottom mem-
ber 18 of the section 8, and to contact with
the under face of the base or bottom 15 of
the section 9, the shank 17 passing between
the confronting edges of the base portion of
the section 9. By this means, it will be

noted that upon the adjustment of the nut-

19, the contact of the head with the base of
the section 9 serves to compress the said sec-
tion at the center thereof, thus expanding
the section at the sides thereof, which ex-
pansion causes a frictional engagement be-
tween the said sides of the section- 9 with
the sides of the section 8, so that the scctions
8 and 9 may be thus retained in effective
adjustment, and also whereby the hook ends

‘of the sections may be held in positive en-

gagement with the edges of the counter 5.
The head 18 of the binding means rests di-
rectly on the top of the table, as clearly illus-
trated in Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings, so
that this element, in addition to the foot
members 11 provides supports for the im-
provement.

The ends 7 are in the nature of flat rectan-
gular frames, the upper and lower edges be-
ing rolled or rounded upon themselves to
add to the strength and rigidity of the said

ends. The lower rounded edges rest directly

on the counter 5, providing supports for the
said ends in addition to other supports
which will hereinafter be described. The
ends 7 adjacent the upper rolled edges there-
of, are provided with elongated slots and
upon the inner faces of the said ends oppo-
site the said slots 20 are arranged the spring
clips 21.  Each of these clips is preferably
formed from a single piece of spring metal
comprising a substantially U-shaped body,

the sides of which being’ flared outwardly

away from each other, and the connecting
‘member for the said sides being provided

1,281,680

with an opening through which passes the
shank of a headed member 92, the threaded
end of the shank being engaged by a bind-
ing element in the nature of a thumb nut 93.
By adjusting the thumb nut, the clips 21
may be moved longitudinally of the ends 7 ,
and by the pivotal connection of the clips
with the member 22, the said clips may be
turned upon the said member so that their
engaging jaws may be brought at any de-
sired angle with respect to the ends or to the
base of the device. The arms 24 of the
clips 21, at the outer ends thereof, are
rounded inwardly providing the jaws 25, the
said jaws contacting and the tension be-
tween the jaws, or the force of contact of the
said jaws with each other may be regulated
through the medium of a thumb nut 26, that
engages with the threaded end of a bolt 27,
the said bolt passing through both of the
sides 24 of the clip. The construciion of
the clips, the pivotal arrangement of the
same in connection with the ends of the
device and the means whereby the said clips
on either of the ends may be adjusted to-
ward or away from each other, produce an
important feature of the invention. The
longitudinal adjustment of the clips  at
either of the ends permit of the corset hav-
ing its end stays arranged in proper spaced
relation to each other to receive through
the eyelets thereof, the connecting lace.
The clips, by being turned upon their pivots
will arrange the said end stays at any. de-
sired angle, so that the said end stays, may, 100
if desired, be arranged vertically with re-
spect to the holding device which greatly
facilitates the insertion of the lace through

the eyelets, and the longitudinal adjustment

of the base members permits of corsets of 105
various lengths, shapes and sizes being prop-
erly arranged in a position thereon to be
easily and quickly laced.

The lower member of each of the frames
comprising the ends 7 is centrally formed 110
with an extension which is bent at an out-
ward angle from the said frames, and the
edges of these extensions are bent to provide
sides 28, and a base or bottom 29. The lower
members are provided with openings in a 115
line with the sockets 80 provided by the re-
ferred to extension together with its sides 28
and its bottom 29, and through these open-
ings and ‘sockets the respective sections 8
and 9 of the base 6 are passed. The sections. 120
8 and 9 are provided with elongated longi-
tudinally extending slots 31 respectively,
and the socket 80, upon its upper face is pro-
vided with an opening alining with the said
slots. Passing through the bottom of the 125
socket 80, the slots 81 and the referred to
opening in the upper face of the socket, is
the shanlk of 3 headed element 32, the said
shank being threaded and being engaged by
a wing nut 33. The head of the element 39 130
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rests upon the counter 5, and provides, in
addition to the elements heretofore referred
to supporting means for the device and
especially for the end frames of the device,
the adjustment of the wing nuts 33 permits of
the end frames being moved and retained at
a desired position upon the base 6.

From the foregoing description when
taken in connection Wiﬁi the drawings, it is
thought the simplicity and advantages of the
construction will be apparent and appre-
ciated by those skilled in the art to which
such invention appertain, it being under-
stood, from the said description, that the
elements comprising the improvement while
telescopic or adjustable are likewise sep-
aratable so that the holder, when not in
use, may be collapsed or packed to provide a
small bundle.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim is:

1. In a corset holder, a base comprising a
plurality of telescopic sections, means for
retaining the sections adjusted, end mem-
bers on said base, and spring clips on said
ends.

- 9. A corset holder including a base com-
prising a plurality of telescopic sections hav-
ing their outer ends hooked, means for re-
taining the sections adjusted, end frames

" onthe base, and longitudinally movable piv-

35

40

oted clips on the said end frames.

3. In a corset holder, a base comprising a
plurality of telescopic sections having their
outer ends hooked, binding means between
the sections, end frames longitudinally ad-
justable on the base; and pivoted clips on the
end frames and longitudinally adjustable with
respect to the said end frames.

4. In a corset holder, a base comprising
two flat members, one telescoped in the other,

a

binding means between the members, hooks
on the outer ends of the members, feet in-
ward of the hooks, end frames for the base,
socket members on the end frames to re-
ceive the sections of the base, binding means
between said sockets and said base, and lon-
gitudinally movable pivoted clips carried by
the end frames.

5. In a corset holder, a base comprising
two plates having their outer ends rounded
to provide hooks, a foot member upon each
of the plates inward of the hooks, said plates
being shaped to provide side flanges and a
base, and one of the said members being tele-
scopically received in the other member, one
of said members having an elongated slot,
a headed threaded element having its shank
passing through the slot &nd through both
of the members of the base, and the head of
the said element adapted to contact with the
bottom of the inner member, a binding nut
engaging the shank of the said element, end
frames having their upper and lower edges
rounded, said frames having their lower
portions provided with outwardly extending
sockets receiving the respective members of
the base, a headed element having a threaded
shank passing through the socket and
through the members of the base, a binding
element for said threaded element, said
frames having elongated slots adjacent the
upper edges thereof, U shaped clips having

ivoted members passing-through the slots,
binding elements for the threaded elements,
said clips having their outer ends provided
with inwardly rounded jaws and adjusting
means between the sides of the clips for reg-
ulating the contact of the jaws.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

SARAH E. SMITH.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. £.”
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