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(57) Abstract: Provided is a platemaking method for forming a relief, on the
basis of relief pattern data, on a printing plate to be pressed against a printing
surface, the method including a step (10) of estimating, on the basis of image
data and plate thickness distribution data, a printing pressure distribution of a
printing plate pressed against a printing surface, a step of calculating a cor-
rection amount for relief profile data (relief pattern data) on the basis of the
printing pressure distribution, a step (11) of correcting the relief profile data
on the basis of the correction amount, and a step (12) of acquiring exposure
data from the corrected relief profile data. Through an exposure (relief) pro-
cess based on exposure data obtained in this manner, there is formed on the
printing plate a relief retlective of plate deformation in response to the print-
ing pressure distribution, making it possible to produce a printed reproduc-
tion of an image on a printing medium in satisfactory fashion.
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