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(57) Abstract: A biological fluid collection
4 device (10), comprising: a housing (13) hav-
ing a superior surface (14) and an inferior
surface (16), wherein a portion of the superi-
or surface defines a cavity having a cavity su-
perior surface; a film engageable with the
housing, the film having a film inferior sur-
face and a film superior surface, the film
transitionable between an initial position in
which the film inferior surface is in contact
with the cavity superior surface and a fill po-
sition in which the film inferior surface is
spaced from the cavity superior surface form-
ing a chamber between the film and the hous-
ing; and an actuator (24) disposed at least
partially within the housing and in commu-
nication with the film and the housing, the
actuator transitionable between an original
position and a depressed position, wherein
atter actuation of the actuator to the de-
pressed position, as the actuator returns to
the original position, the actuator applies a
vacuum to the tilm superior surface.
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inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-16, 29-32

Claims 1 to 16 and 29 to 32 defining biological fluid
collection devices which are capable of drawing blood by
means of a vacuum produced by a film (membrane).
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Claims 17 to 28 defining a biological fluid collection
device capable of drawing blood by means of combination of
channels and venting plugs.
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Claims Nos.: 5-16, 29-32

Although claims 1, 5, 29 and 31 have been drafted as separate independent
claims, they appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and
to differ from each other only with regard to the definition of the
subject-matter for which protection is sought and/or in respect of the
terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. The
aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness. Moreover, lack of
clarity of the claims as a whole arises, since the plurality of
independent claims makes it difficult, if not impossible, to determine
the matter for which protection is sought, and places an undue burden on
others seeking to establish the extent of the protection.

Hence, claims

1, 5, 29 and 31 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT.
Consequently only claims 1 to 4 are being searched.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelines C-1V, 7.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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