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This' invention relates to an improvement in
paper bags and more particularly to paper bags
of the envelope type and provided with ‘means
. ‘affording a handle, adapting them to be readily
5 carried,.and with locking ' means ‘for the closure
Heretofore bags of the type'to which this in-
vention relates have ‘been’ variously constructed
: and provided with: various forms of carrying or

10 -handle -means. However, in general such bags
have been open to various disadvantages arising

largely from the necessity for providing special
reinforcing. members in connection with the pro- -

vision of carrying or handle means. = ,

15 Now, in accordance with this invention, a paper
bag having carrying or handle means is pro-
vided and which from its novel structure is highly
efficient and of superior strength in connection
with the handle and closure flap locking means,

20 The bag in.accordance with this invention is
constructed by tubing and cutting from a strip of
baper with the use of any well known type of
mechanism suitably adjusted to produce the novel
structure. .

25 Having now indicated in a general way the
nature and purpose of this invention, I: will
proceed to a detailed description of a preferred
emhodiment thereof with reference to the accom-
panying drawing in which:

30  Figure 11is a plan view of a bag embodying this
invention, complete except for the provision of
handle and flap locking means. i

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view on line
2—2 Figure 1. :

35 _ Figure 3 is a cross sectional view on line 3—3
Pigure 1,

.Figures 4, 5 and 6 are views of the top portions
of bags showing various forms of handle and flap
locking means. : o

40 Rgferring more particularly to Figures 1, 2 and
3, the bag shown comprises a front wall A, a rear

wall'B, a bottom closure flap C formed by an ex-

tension of the front wall and a top closure flap D

formed by an extenslon of the rear wall B,
45 . The bag is formed from a strip of paper by
folding on lines spaced from the edges of the
* strip -a- distance such that the folded portions
overlap throughout the greater part, for example,
more than half of the width of the bag to form
50 therear wall B and the top closure flap D, Thus,
the rear wall and top closure flap.are formed by

the overlapping members ¢, e. ‘

The overlapping members e, e are secured to-
gethier along their free edges by means of lines
55 of adhesive 7, 7, being desirably unsecured inter-

mediate their‘édges froni thebottom of the bag

. to adjacent its open end. ' Adjacent to. the open

end of the bag and throughout the top closure flap

D the overlapping members e, e are secured to.

gether not only adjacent to their edges by means 5

.of the lines of adhesive ¢/, , but also intermediate

their edees by means of lines of adhesive 7, 7.
Any sultable form of adhesive desired or well
known in ‘the’ art may be used for.securing the
members e, e as descri d. : 10
The front wall A of the bag is throughout of a
single thickness, being formed in the folding by.
the'centralhportion of the strip. Adjacent to the
open-end of the bag a reinforcing membér g,

‘formed from, for example, a heavy paper, is se- 15

cured to the inner surface of the front wall, ' The
reinforcing strip may be secured in any suitable
manner by means of an adhesive. . The reinforc-

Ang strip will be desirably of g width not in excess’

of and desirably slightly less than the width of 20 -
the overlapped portion of the back wall.’ N

. The bag as described above may be provided
with any desired form of handle and flap lock-

ing means, as exemplified, for example, by the
structures of Figures 4,5 and 6. Thus, as shown 25
in Figure 4, aligning apertures of less width than

the overlapped portion of the back wall may be
formed in the front and back walls of the bag ad-
Jacent to the open end, by incompletely cutting
through the front wall, the reinforcing member g 30
and the overlapping members e, e on the line n
without removal of the cut material, which forms
flaps &, and forming a locking tongue i by cutting

in from the free edge of the closure flap on the.
lines 7, 4, spaced and directed so that the tongue i 35
Will extend laterally beyond the ends of the aper-
tures formed by cutting on the line k.  Ag will

‘be ‘observed from an inspection of Figure 4, on

folding down of the closure flap the tongue i may .
be passed through the apertures formed by the 40
cutting on line 2, together with the faps . k.
Since the tongue i is of greater lateral extent than
the aligning aperture » Ol passage of the flap
through the apertures it' will resist return and
hence act to lock the closure flap in closed posi- 45
tion. The flap & bassed through the aperture
together with the tongue i will act to tie the
front and back walls of the bag together and to
afford a bearing for the fingers, which when the 50
bag is closed may be passed through ti.e aligning
apertures for carrying the bag.

The form of carrying and locking means shown
in Figure 5 is identical with that shown in Fig-
ure 4, except that the material forming the gg
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tongues k, Figure 4, is removed and the parts are
indicated by similar reference characters primed.
In the structure shown in Figure 5, the locking
tongue i is passed through the aligning aper-
tures, formed by the cutting out on line &', and
serves to.retain the closure flap in closed posi-
tion and to provide a bearing for. the fingers
when passed through the apertures for carrying
the bag.

The structure shown in Figure 6 involves a top

closure flap D’ having a curved free edge and
carrying and locking means are provided by cut-
“ting through the flap and body of the bag on
lines I, I positioned in the flap and body of the
bag so as to form aligning apertures and flaps m
in the body of the bag and an aperture and flap
m’ in the flap, which on folding of ‘the flap to
closing position will align, On closure of the bag
the flaps m and m’ will be folded to the rear of
the bag and will act to tie the walls and closure
flap together, while at the same time acting as

a bearing for the fingers inserted through align--

ing apertures in carrying the bag.

Tt will now be observed that by virtue of the
overlapping members €, € and the arrangement
for securing them, the rear wall of the bag is of
great flexibility and strength and, ai the same
time, the finger apertures and the locking tongues
in the flap are reinforced and rendered of great
strength and efficiency without the necessity for
providing any separate reinforcing member.

It will be appreciated that various modifica-
tions may be made in the structure described
herein by way of illustration without departing
from the scope of this invention.

the length of the closure
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What I claim and desire to protect by Letters
Patent is:

1. A paper bag formed by folding a blank in-
cluding front and back walls, & permanently
secured closure flap at one end of the bag and
a foldable closure flap at the other end of the
bag, aligned finger openings in the front and back
walls, the back wall and the foldable closure flap
comprising members folded oppositely and lay-
ing in overlapping relation throughout the major
part of the width of the back wall and of the fold-
able closure flap, the overlapped members form-
ing the back wall and closure flap being secured
together by lines of paste adjacent to their edges
and being additionally secured between their
edges by a plurality of closely spaced lines of
paste extending only in the area surrounding the
finger opening in the back wall.

2. A paper bag formed by folding a blank in-
cluding front and back walls, a permanently se-
cured closure flap at one end of the bag and a
foldable closure flap at the other end of the bag,
aligned. finger openings in the front and back
walls, the back wall and the foldable. closure
flap comprising members folded oppositely. and
laying .in overlapping relation throughout the
major part of the width of the back wall and of
the foldable closure flap, the overlapped mem-
bers forming the back wall and closure flap being
secured together by lines of paste adjacent to
their edges and being additionally secured be-
tween their edges by a plurality of closely spaced
lines of paste extending only in the area sur-
rounding. the finger opening in the back wall and
flap. .

HOWARD A. WOLF.
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