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United States Patent Office 3,354,924 
Patented Nov. 28, 1967 

3,354,924 
COLLAPSIBLE CONTAINER 

Stewart H. Birrell, Sylvania, Ohio, and Robert M. Fey, 
Severna Park, Md., assignors to Owens-Illinois, Inc., a corporation of Ohio 

Filed May 23, 1966, Ser. No. 552,107 
1 Claim. (Cl. 150-5) 

This invention relates to a collapsible container and 
more particularly to one that may be readily converted 
from a collapsed compact form to an extended form. It is 
an object of the present invention to provide a new and 
different container capable of readily being moved from 
an extended to a collapsed position or vice versa by a sim 
ple twisting movement of the top relative to the bottom 
about the central axis. 
A complete understanding of the invention may be had 

from the following description taken in conjunction with 
the annexed sheet of drawings on which: 
FIGURE 1 is a a perspective view of the container of 

the present invention in a completely extended position. 
FIGURE 2 is a view similar to FIGURE 1 showing the 

container in a partially collapsed position. 
FIGURE 3 is a view similar to FIGURE 1 showing the 

container in a completely collapsed position. 
Referring now to the drawings, there is provided a con 

tainer 10 having four sidewall portions, 12, 13, 14 and 
15. Additionally, the container is provided with a bottom 
wall 16 and a top wall 17 having a neckportion 18 extend 
ing upwardly therefrom. If desired, reinforcing WebS 19 
may be provided to stabilize the neckportion 18 on the top 
wall 17. 

Each of the sidewalls, 12, 13, 14 and 15, has formed 
therein a foldline extending diagonally thereacross. Only 
two of the fold lines 12a and 13a for sides 12 and 13, re 
spectively, are visible in the drawings; however, the other 
two sidewalls 14 and 15 have foldlines similarly disposed. 
Each of the foldlines forms a groove depressed in its re 
spective sidewall and extends diagonally in the same direc 
tion with respect to its sidewall as each of the other fold- 40 
lines in their sidewalls. 
As a result of this similarity of positioning, it is possible 

to move the container from an expanded position, illus 
trated in FIGURE 1, to a partially collapsed position, 
FIGURE 2, and a completely collapsed position, FIG 
URE 3, merely by twisting the top wall 17 relative to 

2 
the bottom wall i6. Such twisting movement results in the 
top wall 17 rotating relative to the bottom wall 16 about 
the central axis of the container. 

For a container having the foldlines disposed in the po 
sition illustrated on the attached drawings the bottle is 
moved from an extended to a collapsed position by rotat 
ing the top in a clockwise direction. It will be readily ap 
parent that the foldline for each of the sides may be dis 
posed in the opposite direction, at 90 from that shown in 
FIGURE 1, in which case movement of the container 
from an extended to a collapsed position would be effected 
by twisting the top wall 17 in a counterclockwise direction. 

It may be readily seen from the foregoing description 
that the present invention provides a container which may 
be readily moved from an extended to a collapsed position 
or vice versa. Numerous modifications will become read 
ily apparent to those skilled in the art. 
We claim: 
A collapsible container comprising a body portion 

having four sides and a pair of ends integrally joined to 
form a closed body, one of said ends having a neck open 
ing formed therein, each of said sides having a rectangular 
configuration and having a foldline extending diagonally 
thereacross, all of said foldlines being disposed in sub 
stantially the same position on their respective sides, said 
container being movable from an expanded to a collapsed 
position by means of relative rotational movement of said 
ends about the axis of the body portion. 
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