
Sept. 27, 1966 R, L, LAMOUREAUX 3,275,187 
PAINTER'S UTILITY IMPLEMENT 

Filed Sept. 25, 1964 2 Sheets-Sheet 

Araymond A. Aonoureaur 
INVENTOR 

BY 42; 

  

  



Sept. 27, 1966 R. L. LAMOUREAUX 3,275,187 
PAINTER'S UTILITY IMPLEMENT 

Filed Sept. 25, 1964 2. Sheets-Sheet 2 

Araymond A. Alamoureaur 
INVENTOR 

BY A-45a 2avy aArafa, 

  



United States Patent Office 3,275,187 
Patented Sept. 27, 1966 

3,275,187 
PANTERS UTELETY MPLEMENT 

Raymond L. Lamoureaux, R.D. 3, Cortland, N.Y. 
Filed Sept. 25, 1964, Ser. No. 399,288 

2 Claims. (C. 220-90) 
The instant invention generally relates to a tool which 

is particularly adapted to perform a variety of tasks nor 
mally encountered during painting operations. 

It is a particularly significant object of the instant in 
vention to provide an implement which is uniquely adapted 
to be mounted directly upon an open paint can in a manner 
So as to provide a convenient and stable support for 
the paint brush with the bristle end thereof located di 
rectly over the open end of the can. 

In conjunction with the above object, it is also an ob 
ject of the instant invention to provide a paint brush 
holder wherein any excess paint remaining on the brush 
will drain directly into the paint can itself. 

Likewise, it is a significant object of the instant inven 
tion to provide a paint brush holder which includes a 
straight wiping edge directly over the open end of the 
can whereby the excess paint can be easily wiped from 
the brush prior to the applying of the paint to the object 
being painted. 
Another highly significant object of the instant inven 

tion is to provide an implement which, in addition to be 
ing usable itself as a scraping device, is particularly 
adapted to have attachment blades mounted thereon for 
performing various tasks. 

Basically, the device of the instant invention consists 
of an integral tool including an elongated handle with 
a transversely enlarged head at one end thereof, the 
head having a straight raised outer edge so as to both 
support paint brush bristles and act as a straight enlarged 
wiping edge therefor. It is this straight edge, provided 
on an upturned flange, which, in addition to acting as 
a scraping edge, also mounts various adapter blades. 
Both the elongated body, which acts as a convenient han 
dle during any scraping operation, and the transversely 
enlarged head, are provided with upstanding side walls 
which, in addition to retaining the paint brush, also pro 
vides a channel down which any excess paint will flow 
into the paint can itself. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view illustrating the imple 

ment of the instant invention mounted upon a paint can 
So as to form a support for a paint brush; 
FIGURE 2 is a partial cross-sectional view taken sub 

stantially on a plane passing along line 2-2 of FIG 
URE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view through the im 

plement of the instant invention taken generally on a 
plane passing along line 3-3 in FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the implement in 

an inverted position with one of the adapter blades ex 
ploded therefrom; 
FIGURE 5 is a cross-sectional view through the scrap 

ing flange of the implement having one form of adapter 
blade mounted thereon; 
FIGURE 6 is a view similar to FIGURE 5 having a 

second form of adapter blade mounted thereon; 
FIGURE 7 is a view similar to FIGURE 5 having a 

third form of adapter blade mounted thereon; 
FIGURE 8 is a partial elevational view taken sub 

stantially on a plane passing along line 8-8 in FIG 
URE 6: 
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FIGURE 9 is a partial elevational view taken substan 

tially on a plane passing along line 9-9 in FIGURE 
7; and 
FIGURE 10 is a perspective view of a slightly modified 

form of implement. 
Referring now more specifically to the drawings, refer 

ence numeral 20 is used to generally designate the im 
plement comprising the instant invention. This imple 
ment 20, primarily used as a means for mounting a paint 
brush directly on a paint can 22 in a manner so as to in 
Sure a flow of any excess paint back into the can itself from 
the brush, is to be formed preferably of a single piece 
of relatively heavy gauge metal. 

Specifically, the implement or tool 20 includes an elon 
gated flat body 24 terminating in a transversely enlarged 
head 26 at one end thereof. This enlarged head 26 
includes side edges diverging outwardly and forwardly 
from the edges of the body 24 at approximately 45 degree 
angles. The forward edge of the enlarged head 26 is 
provided with an upturned flange 28 along the full length 
thereof, this flange 28 having a straight upper edge 30 
which, as will be appreciated from FIGURES 1 and 2, 
supports the bristle end of a paint brush 32 in a slightly 
elevated position so as to project outwardly therefrom over 
the center of the can 22. In addition, it will be appre 
ciated that this straight upper edge 30 provides a wide 
straight wiping edge for the brush, thereby providing 
for an even removal of excess paint from the brush, as 
well as an even distribution of the paint on the brush 
prior to the application of this paint to a surface being 
painted. The undesirable heavy accumulation of the 
paint solely at the center of the brush, normally asso 
ciated with wiping the brush on the curved rim of the 
can 22, is avoided. 

In addition, both the body 24 and the head 26 are 
provided, along their side edges, with vertical side walls 
34 which, in addition to helping retain the brush 32 on the 
implement 20, also form a channel which acts to guide 
any paint dripping from the brush 32 back into the can 
22, the enlarged head 26 being provided with a trans 
verse row of apertures 36 therethrough directly behind 
the upstanding flange 28. 

Each of the side walls 34 is provided, adjacent the 
free end or rear end of the elongated body 24 with ver 
tically projecting extensions 38 which receive the handle 
of a paint brush 32 therebetween so as to present a posi 
tive retention of the brush. 
The device 20, as will be appreciated from FIGURES 1 

and 2, is to be mounted directly upon the rim of an open 
paint can 22, and as such, the body 24, adjacent the head 
26, is provided with a pair of downwardly struck mount 
ing ears 40. These mounting ears 40, slightly resilient 
in nature so as to snap into position on the rim, first con 
verge downwardly toward each other, and then terminate 
in outwardly directed diverging ends which facilitate the 
Snapping of the implement 20 in position on the inner and 
Outer beads 42 and 44 of the walls which define the rim 
groove 46. 

Incidentally, with reference to FIGURE 2, inasmuch 
as the inner wall of the rim groove 46 is in most, if not 
all, cases lower than in the outer wall, the device 20, upon 
being mounted, will automatically assume an inclination 
downwardly into the interior of the can 22, this being 
highly desirable so as to obtain the desired drainage of 
any dripping paint. It is contemplated that the device 
be mounted by first engaging the inner mounting ear 40 
below the inner wall bead 42 and then snapping the outer 
ear 40 down over the bead 44. Further, the ears 40, or 
at least the rearmost ear 40, are to be, in addition to re 
silient, slightly flexible so as to allow for minor adjust 
ments for accommodating various width rim grooves such 
as might be encountered. Finally, if so desired, one or 
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more holes 48 can be provided through the device 24 for 
hanging the device when not in use. 

Referring now specifically to FIGURES 4–9, it will be 
noted that another highly significant use of the device 20 
has been illustrated. In particular, by inverting the device 
20 as shown in FIGURE 4, the straight flange edge 30 
can be conveniently used as a scraping edge, with the 
elongated body 24 forming a handle, the side wall exten 
sions 38 providing a convenient back stop for enabling a 
positive grip on the device 20 when used in this manner. 
When used in this manner, it will be appreciated that the 
apertures or holes 36 provide a convenient passage for 
the scraped material to be discharged, thereby preventing 
any accumulation or build-up such as might tend to in 
hibit the operation of the device 20. Incidently, in order 
to provide an effective scraping edge, the tool is to pref 
erably be case hardened, this also enabling use of the 
extensions 38 as a means for prying off the paint can lids. 

While, as described supra, the edge 30 can itself be used 
as a scraper edge, the instant invention also contemplates 
the provision of adapter or attachment blades, three Such 
blades being illustrated. The three blades illustrated 
consist of a toothed blade 50 of rigid high impact plastic, 
particularly adapted for scaling operations, a scraper 
blade 52 having a rectangular elongated edge and also 
being formed of high impact rigid plastic, and a resilient 
rubber wiper blade 54 having a relatively narrow wiping 
edge. It will of course be appreciated that these blades 
can be made of other materials, as long as the desired 
properties are retained. Each of the blades 50, 52 and 
54, noting FIGURES 5–7, is provided with an elongated 
recess 56 in the upper edge opposite from the working 
edge, these recesses 56, including flared mouths, being of 
a size so as to frictionally receive the flange 28 of the 
implement 20 therein in a manner so as to allow a use 
of the device without danger of the adapter or attach 
ment blade becoming dislocated. 
FIGURE 10 illustrates a modified form 58 of the de 

vice 20, the device 58 being generally smaller in size and 
generally adapted for use in conjunction with smaller 
paint cans. However, as was the case with the device or 
implement 20, the implement 58 also includes all of those 
features detailed supra, thereby adapting the implement 
58 for use in the same manner as implement 29, 
From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that a highly 

novel painter's utility tool has been defined, this tool, in 
addition to functioning as a holder for paint brushes, also 
providing a convenient device for preparing surfaces to 
be painted. When being utilized as a holder, the device 
positions the bristles of the brush directly over the center 
of the open paint can, with the entire brush being down 
wardly inclined toward the center of the can so as to al 
low any drippage to conveniently return to the can itself, 
the holder being provided with a channel-shaped body 
leading to a plurality of drainage holes. In addition, the 
holder includes vertical walls, and extensions thereon, for 
receiving the handle of the paint brush therebetween to 
properly orientate and retain the paintbrush. The holder 
is releasably Snapped into position on the rim of an open 
paint can through depending resilient mounting ears 
which are themselves adjustable for accommodating var 
ious size cans. In addition, it was pointed out that the 
implement of the instant invention is also uniquely 
adapted for use as a scraping or wiping tool, the straight 
edge, which acts so as to provide for an even distribution 
of the paint over the brush, also providing a scraping 
edge, either in itself or in conjunction with any one of a 
number of different adapter blades which can be fric 
tionally engaged therewith. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
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4. 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A painter's utility implement comprising an elon 

gated body, a transversely enlarged head forming a con 
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tinuation of the body at one end thereof, said head hav 
ing an upturned flange transversely across the outer end 
thereof, said flange being planar throughout the height 
thereof and terminating in an upwardly directed straight 
upper edge extending along the full length thereof, a 
pair of spaced side walls projecting upwardly from the 
longitudinal sides of the body, said walls extending along 
a major portion of the length of said body, said walls di 
verging outwardly and continuing along the opposite sides 
of the head, at least one hole through said head between 
the flange and the elongated body, a pair of side wall ex 
tensions adjacent the free end of the elongated body, each 
of said extensions being generally coplanar with one of 
said side walls and projecting upwardly at approximately 
a right angle therefrom, mounting means depending from 
said body for releasable engagement with a paint can rim, 
and an elongated surface working attachment, said attach 
ment having, along one edge thereof, an elongated slot of 
a length, width and depth so as to frictionally and releas 
ably receive substantially the entire flange, the edge of 
said attachment opposite from said one edge being posi 
tioned outwardly from the flange edge generally in the 
plane of the flange edge and being in the form of a surface 
working edge. 

2. A painter's utility implement comprising an elon 
gated body, a transversely enlarged head forming a con 
tinuation of the body at one end thereof, said head having 
an upturned flange transversely across the outer end there 
of, said flange being planar throughout the height thereof 
and terminating in an upwardly directed straight upper 
edge extending along the full length thereof, mounting 
means depending from said body for releasable engage 
ment with a paint can rim in a manner so as to orientate 
the implement transversely across the rim, and a remov 
able elongated surface working attachment mounted on 
said flange, said attachment having, along one edge there 
of, an elongated slot of a length, width and depth so as to 
frictionally and releasably receive substantially the entire 
flange, the edge of said attachment opposite from said one 
edge being positioned outwardly from the flange edge 
generally in the plane of the flange and being in the form 
of a surface working edge. 
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