
United States Patent (11) 3,545,664 
72) 

(21) 
22) 
(45 
73 

54 

52) 

51 
50 

Inventor Herman E. Robinson 
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 

Appl. No. 794,972 
Filed Jan. 29, 1969 
Patented Dec. 8, 1970 
Assignee Boas Box Company 

Ardmore, Pennsylvania 
a corporation of Pennsylvania 

CONTANER AND BLANK THEREFOR 
10 Claims, 5 Drawing Figs. 
U.S. Cl........................................................ 229/14, 

206/46; 229/23 
Int. Cli........................................................ B65d 5/44 
Field of Search............................................ 20646 

(Fragile), 46(Furniture), 45.14; 229/14(C), 
23(B), 6, 31, 42,27 

56 References Cited 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

2,561,260 7/1951 Yaupp.......................... 206/46 
2,693,902 il 1954 Ross............. 229/27 
3,33,547 7/1967 Gallo............................ 229/23 
Primary Examiner-William T. Dixson, Jr. 
Attorney-Seidel, Gonda & Goldhammer 

ABSTRACT: A container and a blank therefor are disposed in 
a manner whereby a variety of objects may be supported 
therewithin. The blank has overlapping end panels each con 
taining a transverse fold line to define an accommodation 
zone. The accommodation zone is divided into sections by 
perforation lines with the central section of each zone being 
readily removable to define a notch having a curved periphery 
at its inner end. The distance between an end of the bottom 
panel and the fold line on the end panels corresponds to ap 
proximately one-half the length of the bottom panel whereby 
the accommodation zone on each panel may overlie the bot 
tom panel or be upright with respect thereto. 
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CONTAINER AND BLANK THEREFOR 
This invention relates to a container which may be made 

from paperboard or similar materials and a blank from which 
the container may be assembled. The container is adapted to 
position and support objects therewithin which are of smaller 
size and configuration than the container such as a vase or 
other stemware, a planter, etc. As will be made clear 
hereinafter, the container is versatile so that it may accom 
modate a variety of sizes and shapes of objects. 
The blank from which the container is made as per a 

preferred embodiment illustrated in the drawings is rectangu 
lar. More specifically, the blank is a square. As per the 
preferred embodiment illustrated in the drawing, the con 
tainer lacks a cover. A cover may be provided, if desired, by 
adding a panel foldably connected to a free side edge of a side 
panel. 
The square blank is provided with a bottom panel foldably 

connected to side panels. The side panels are provided with 
end flaps foldably connected thereto. The bottom panel and 
end flaps are square in configuration. End panels are foldably 
connected to the bottom panel. Each of the end panels is pro 
vided with a transverse fold line at a distance from the ad 
jacent edge of the bottom panel corresponding to approxi 
mately one-half the length of the bottom panel. 
That portion of the end panel between the free edges and 

their transverse fold lines is designated as being an accom 
modation zone. The accommodation zone is divided into sec 
tions which may be folded or removed to accommodate dif 
ferent configurations of objects. The accommodation zone 
may be disposed upright with respect to the bottom panel or 
may overlie the bottom panel, depending upon the configura 
tion of the object to be supported with the container. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a con 
tainer blank which may be made form paper, paperboard, or 
the like and constructed in a novel manner so as to provide 
versatility in supporting a variety of objects within a container 
formed therefrom. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a novel 
container. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
novel blank for forming the container. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
novel blank which may be assembled into a container while 
having versatility in accommodating a variety of different 
shaped objects. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
novel blank which may be manufactured inexpensively with 
minimum waste and trim. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
For the purpose of illustrating the invention, there is shown 

in the drawings a form which is presently preferred; it being 
understood, however, that this invention is not limited to the 
precise arrangements and instrumentalities shown. 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the blank of the present inven 
tlOn. 

FIG. 2 is a partial perspective view of a container being as 
sembled from the blank in FIG. 1 with an object in the form of 
stemware being supported therewithin. 

FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view of the container formed 
from the blank in FIG. 1, with the container having the accom 
modation on its end flaps upright with respect to the bottom 
panel. 

FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view of a container being as 
sembled from the blank in FIG. 1, and showing another 
disposition for the sections of the accommodation zone. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a box assembled from the 
blank in FIG. 1. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, wherein like numerals in 
dicate like elements, there is shown in FIG. 1 a plan view of a 
blank in accordance with the present invention designated 
generally as 10. The blank 10 is square in configuration and 
designed so as to require minimum waste and trim. It will be 
noted that there are no cutout portions. All divisions of the 
blank 10 are die cut slits, fold lines, or perforation lines. 

5 

O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

The blank 10 is provided with a bottom panel 12. End 
panels 14 and 16 are foldably connected to the ends of the 
bottom panel 2 by fold lines. Side panels 18 and 20 are 
foldably connected to sides of the bottom panel 12 by fold 
lines. End flaps 22 and 24 are foldably connected to ends of 
the side panels 18 by fold lines. End flaps 26 and 28 are 
foldably connected to ends of the side panel 20 by fold lines. 

It will be noted that the bottom panel 12 is square and that 
the end flaps 22-28 are square in configuration. The configu 
ration of the end flaps is smaller in size than the bottom panel 
12. 
End flap 22 is provided with a slit 29. End flap 24 is pro 

vided with a slit 30. End flap 26 is provided with a slit 32. End 
flap 28 is provided with a slit 34. The slits 29 and 34 are identi 
cal. The slits 30 and 32 are identical. Each of the slits ter 
minates in a curved portion. While slits 30 and 32 are straight 
except for their curved terminal portion, slits 28 and 34 define 
an obtuse angle. Slits 29 and 32 are mating slits for inter 
locking the end flaps 22 and 26. Slits 30 and 34 are mating slits 
for interlocking the end flaps 24 and 28. 
Each of the end panels 14 and 16 are identical. Hence, only 

end panel 16 will be described in detail with corresponding 
primed numerals being provided for the corresponding struc 
ture on end panel 14. 
End panel 16 is provided with concentric semicircular arc 

fold lines 36 and 38 which terminate in a transverse fold line 
40. The distance between fold line 40 and the adjacent edge of 
the bottom panel 12 corresponds to approximately one-half 
the length of the bottom panel 12. The length of the bottom 
panel 12 is defined by the distance between the end panels 14 
and 16. The distance between the fold line 40 and the free 
edge of the end panel 16 defines an accommodation zone 
designated generally as 42. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1, the fold line 40 is interrupted with 

its end interconnected by an arcuate perforation line 46 con 
centric with the arcuate fold lines 36 and 38. Perforation lines 
48,50 and 52 extend from the perforation line 46 to the fold 
line 36. Perforation lines 48-52 radiate from the center of 
curvature for lines 36,38 and 46. 
The accommodation zone 42 is divided into a plurality of 

sections or tabs. Perforation lines 54 and 56 extend from the 
free edge 44 to the ends of the perforation line 46 to thereby 
define a removable tab 57. When tab 57 is removed, the ac 
commodation zone 42 is provided with a notch whose inner 
periphery is curved as defined by perforation line 46. The ac 
commodation zone 42 is provided with perforation lines 58 
and 60 parallel to lines 54 and 56. Zone 42 is also provided 
with perforation lines 62 and 64 which are parallel to lines 54 
and 56. 
The perforation lines 54 and 60 extend to the free edge 44 

and therefore define a tab 59 which may be manipulated 
about the fold line 40. Perforation lines 56 and 62 extend to 
the free edge 44 and define a tab 61 which may be manipu 
lated about the fold line 40. The accommodation zone 42 may 
be modified in any desired manner by tearing the same along 
any of the perforation lines 54, 56,58, 60, 62 or 64 as desired 
and/or dictated by the configuration of the object to be sup 
ported within the container 66 illustrated in assembled con 
figuration in FIG. 5. 

In FIG. 2, the container 66 is partially assembled and 
broken away for purposes of illustration. In FIG. 2, the object 
to be supported within the container is a stemware object 68. 
The sequence of steps for using the present invention to sup 
port stemware object 68 as follows. 
With the blank 10 lying flat as shown in FIG. 1, the object 

68 is placed over the bottom panels 12 and centered thereon. 
Tabs 57 and 57 are removed from the end panels by tearing 
along the perforation lines. End panel 14 is folded so as to 
overlie the bottom panel 12 and the base of the stemware ob 
ject 18. The notch defined by removal of tab 57' accom 
modates the stem of object 68. Thereafter, end panel 16 is 
folded in the same manner so as to overlie bottom panel 12, 
the base of the stemware object 68, and the end panel 14. At 
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this point, adhesive tape, staples, or other devices may be util 
ized to attach the end panels to each other, if desired. 
Thereafter, the side panels 18 and 20 may be folded to an 
upright position and their end flaps interconnected as shown 
in FIGS. 2 and 5. 

In order to accommodate certain types of objects, it may be 
more desirable to remove the tabs 57 and 57, fold the end 
panels along the fold lines 40, 40', and then interconnect the 
accommodation zones in an upright disposition as shown in 
FIG. 3. Certain types of objects having a web or other type of 
configuration may be accommodated in the notch defined by 
the upright accommodation zones as illustrated in FIG. 3. 
Also, stemware may be accommodated by the configuration 
shown in FIG. 3. If necessary, the base of stemware may be ac 
commodate by the configuration in FIG.3 by tearing along the 
perforation lines 48,48", 50, 50', 52, and 52". When such tear 
ing is accomplished, the resulting tabs may be bent or folded 
along either line 36 or 38 as required. 

Rectangular objects 70 may be accommodated within the 
container 66 by manipulating the accommodation zone as 
shown in FIG. 4. As shown in FIG. 4, the accommodation zone 
on each end panel has been torn along the perforation lines 
60, 60', 62 and 62'. Thereafter, the resulting tabs 57, 57, 59, 
59', 61 and 61' have been folded along line 40 to overlie the 
bottom panel with the resulting sections or tabs of the accom 
modation zone being disposed upright so that they may be sta 
pled together. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the tabs 57 and 57 
have been removed but this is not necessary unless it is desired 
to provide a small well, defined by the lines 46 and 46', into 
which a part of the object 70 may extend. 

It will be appreciated that the drawing does not illustrate the 
staples or other devices utilized to retain the accommodation 
zone in the desired disposition since the illustration of such 
staples would unnecessarily obscure the illustration of the in 
vention. Also, it will be apparent that other variations of the 
accommodation zone may be attained to accommodate a 
variety of different objects. 
The present invention may be embodied in other specific 

forms without departing from the spirit or essential attributes 
thereof. 

I claim: 
1. A container blank comprising a bottom panel, a pair of 

side panels, each side panel being foldably connected to one 
side of said bottom panel, an end flap foldably connected to 
each end of the side panels, a pair of end panels, each end 
panel being foldably connected to an end of said bottom 
panel, said end panels having a transverse fold line parallel to 
but spaced from their free edge, thereby defining an accom 
modation zone, said zone being divided into sections by per 
foration lines, the central section on each zone being remova 
ble to define a notch having a curved periphery at its inner 
end. 

2. A blank in accordance with claim 1 wherein said end 
flaps have slits so that they may be interlocked with a mating 
end flap. 
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4. 
3. A container blank in accordance with claim 1 wherein 

said end panels are provided with concentric arcuate fold lines 
on a portion thereof other than in the accommodation zone, 
said arcuate fold lines terminating at the transverse fold line 
each end panel. 

4. A blank in accordance with claim 3 including radially 
disposed perforation lines with respect to the center of curva 
ture of said arcuate fold lines, said perforation lines extending 
across the smaller of the arcuate fold lines on each end panel. 

5. A blank in accordance with claim 1 wherein the distance 
between the transverse fold lines and each panel and the ad 
jacent edge of the bottom panel corresponds to approximately 
one-half the length of the bottom panel. 

6. A container blank comprising a bottom panel, a pair of 
side panels each side panel being foldably connected to one 
side of said bottom panel, an end flap foldably connected to 
each end of the side panels, a pair of end panels, each end 
panel being foldably connected to an end of said bottom 
panel, said end panels having a transverse fold line parallel to 
but spaced from the free edge thereof thereby defining an ac 
commodation zone, said accommodation zone being divided 
into sections by perforation lines, the distance between each 
transverse fold line and the adjacent edge of the bottom panel 
being approximately one-half the length of the bottom panel. 

7. A blank in accordance with claim 6 wherein the central 
section on each accommodation zone is removable to define a 
notch having a curved periphery at its inner end, and concen 
tric arcuate fold lines on each end panel with the center of 
curvature thereof corresponding to the center of curvature of 
the curved periphery at the inner end of each notch. 

8. A container comprising a bottom panel, a pair of upright 
side panels, each side panel being connected to a side of said 
bottom panel, and end flap foldably connected to each end of 
the side panels, means interconnecting the flaps at each end of 
the bottom panel so that the end flaps are upright and 
generally perpendicular to the side panels, a pair of end 
panels, each end panel being foldably connected to an end of 
said bottom panel and being disposed within the upright wall 
defined by the side panels and the end flaps, each end panel 
having a transverse fold line spaced from its free edge, thereby 
defining an accommodation zone, each accommodation zone 
being divided into sections by perforation lines, and the 
distance between each transverse fold line and the adjacent 
edge of the bottom panel being approximately one-half the 
length of the bottom panel. 

9. A container in accordance with claim 8 including an fold 
line on each end panel, the center of curvature of said arcuate 
fold lines lying on the adjacent transverse fold line, and a plu 
rality of perforation lines on each end panel radiating out 
wardly from said center of curvature. 

10. A container in accordance with claim 8 wherein the 
central section on each accommodation zone is removable to 
define a notch, having a curved periphery at its inner end, the 
center of curvature of said curved periphery lying along the 
adjacent transverse fold line. 


