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2. . ClalmsNos
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3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent clalms and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international apptication, as follows:

see additional sheet .
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As all required addmonal search fees were timely pand by the applicant, this mtematxonal search report covers allsearchable
claims.
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Claims Nos.: -

Present claim 1 relates to a compound which has a given desired
property or effect, namely a replication deficient influenza virus
having a complete lack of its -functional RNA binding and. a complete
lack of its effector function. However, the description provide
support and disclosure in the sense of Article 6 and 5 PCT only for
limited examples having the said property or effect and there is no

- common general knowledge of this kind available to the person skilled in
the art. This non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such
an extent, that the search was performed taking into consideration the
non- comp11ance in determining the extent of the search of the claim. (PCT
Guidelines 9.19 and 9.20).

The search of 1ndependent claim 1 and dependent/ related claims 2-34 was
consequently restricted to the specifically disclosed replication
‘deficient influenza viruses -having the desired property or effect, see
examples 1 to 13, and to the broad concept of having deletions in RNA
binding domain and effector domain resulting in lack of said
corresponding functions.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO

. policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is. the case irrespective.of. whether or not the
claims -are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried

- out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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This International Searching Authority found mu1t1p1e (groups of)
inventions in this 1nternat1ona1 app11cat1on as follows: .

1. claims: 1-34

a replication deficient 1nf1uenza virus characterized in
that it comprises
a) a modified NS segment coding for a NS1 protein -comprising
at least one amino acid modification within position 1 to 73
resulting in complete lack of its functional RNA binding
domain and at least one amino acid modification within
position 74 and the carboxy-terminal aminoacid residue:
resulting in complete lack of its effector domain and

. b) a heterologous sequence between a functional splice donor
site and functional splice acceptor site inserted in the NS
segment; a combination of at least two such rep11cat10n
deficient influenza viruses comprising at least one _
biologically active molecule or derivative or fragment
thereof and at least one antigenic structure; vaccine -
comprising such a replication deficient influenza virus,
use of such a replication deficient influenza virus for the
preparation of a medicament for therapeutic treatment in
patients; vector comprising a nucleotide sequence coding for
such a replication deficient influenza virus, methods for
producing such replication deficient influenza viruses.

2. claims: 35-39

a fusion protein comprising between 10 to 30 amino acid of
the N-terminus of an NS1 protein, a heterologous sequence
and a signal peptide fused to the C-terminus of sa1d NS1-
peptide
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