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This invention. comprises a novel - and useful inter-
changeable stringed musical instrument and constitutes
a continuation-in-part of my prior copending applica-
tion Serial No. 793,428, now abandoned, filed February
16, 1959, and with the same title.

This invention relates to stringed musical instruments
and provides a readily interchangeable, convertible and
completely functionable stringed instrument.

The primary object -of this invention is to provide a
single ‘base possessing the properties of an acoustical
body together with a pair of complete and independent
stringed instruments together with means for- securely
mounting either .one or both of these instruments upon
the acoustical base.

A further object of the invention is to provide a mu-
sical instrument wherein. the acoustical base and a pair
of selectively positionable stringed instruments therefor
may be readily assembled or disassembled for compact
storage ‘and transportation, and whereby one or both of
the musical instruments may be quickly but fixedly and
functionally secured to the acoustical base.

A further object of the invention is to provide an in-
strument in accordance with the foregoing object where-
in the base may be readily folded or collapsed upon it-
self to further reduce its dimensions to thereby facilitate
transportation and storage,

A still further object of the invention is to provide a
device in.accordance with the foregoing objects where-
in improved means are provided for rigidly securing the
foldable base in its extended and operative position and
this regardless of whether one or both of the stringed
instruments are mounted upon the base.

More specifically, it is .an object of the invention to
provide a musical instrument of the stringed type having
an acoustical body forming a base, sets of tracks se-
cured thereto for selectively and detachably mounting
upon the base cone or a pair. of complete stringed instru-
ments.

A further important object of the invention is to pro-
vide a.device in accordance with the foregoing objects
which is readily adaptable to substantially all types of
stringed instruments and especially. those of the banjo,
bass, violin, Spanish guitar and similar types and which
shall include instruments of these general types provided
with electrical pickups and amplifiers such as electrified
guitars, mandolins, banjoes and the like.

These together with other objects and advantages
which will become subsequently apparent reside in- the
details of construction-and operation as more fully here-
inafter described and claimed, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, where-
in like numerals refer to like paris throughout, and in
which: :

FIGURE 1 is a view in top plan showing a preferred
construction” of this invention and illustrating the man-
ner in which a pair of stringed musical instruments are
simultaneously secured -to a foldable acoustic base in
accordance with this invention;

FIGURE 2 is a view similar to FIGURE 1 but show-
ing -the- alternative manner in which a single musical
stringed’ instrument is secured to the collapsible base and
is utilized to retain the base in its extended or expanded
position;

FIGURE 3 is a view in vertical transverse section taken
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upon an enlarged scale substantially upon the plane in-
dicated by section line 3—3 of FIGURE 1 and showing
in particular the arrangement of the track means by which
the individual stringed musical instroments are remov-
ably secured to the acoustical base;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective
view of the tail end of one form of a stringed musical
instrument which may be selectively positioned upon the
acoustical base of the device;

FIGURE 5 is an exploded perspective view of the fold-
able base and a locking plate for retaining the base rigid-
ly in its extended and operative position;

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the base in its
folded position;

FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary perspective view taken
from the underside of the tail end of one of the stringed
musical instruments which may be utilized with the base
of this invention;

FIGURE 8 is a detailed view taken in vertical sec-
tion substantially upon the plane indicated by section
line 8—8 of FIGURE 7 and upon an enlarged scale and
showing a releasable holding means for securing one of
the stringed musical instruments upon the base; and

FIGURE 9 is a further detailed view taken in vertical
longitudinal section upon an enlarged scale substantial-
1y upon the plane indicated by section line 9-—9 of FIG-
URE 1.

In accordance with the concept of this invention the
preferred embodiment thereof illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings consists of an acoustical body or base
indicated generally by the numeral 10 and upon which
is detachably mounted one or a plurality of complete
stringed musical instruments as designated’ generally by
the numerals 12 and 14. It is an essential feature of
this invention that a wide variety of different stringed
musical instruments two of which are shown at %2 and
14 may be interchangeably employed with the acoustical
base 10 in order to obtain a resultant musical device
possessing the functions of various selected stringed in-
struments.

A further essential principle of this invention resides
in the provision of means for compactly folding the base,
disassembling the components of ‘the device and compact-
ly storing the same into a small volume when desired
and for rigidly retaining the base in its expanded and
operative position and for releasably securing one or
more stringed instruments thereon, and this. regardless
of whether the instruments are of the electrical pickup
and amplifying type or are non-electrified.

Referring first to FIGURES 5 and 6 in particular and
in conjunction with FIGURE 3 for a description of and
an understanding of the construction and operation of
the acoustical base 18, it will be observed that the latter
consists of two sections 16 and 18 which are hingedly
connected to each other intermediately of the base as by
a piano type of hinge 29 of any desired length and which
may run the entire length of the base if desired.

For convenience of illustration a preferred construction
of the acoustical base consists of a flat panel-like member
of suitable material, shape and contour in order to provide
the desired physical qualifications for mounting a single
or a plurality of stringed instruments thereon and for co-
operating acoustically therewith. ¥owever, it is within
the purview of this invention to form the base 10 as a
hollow body for various reasons of resonance and other
acoustical properties as well understood by those skilled
in this art, while still retaining the hinged construction of
the base.

Upon the top face of the base when in the extended
operative positien of FIGURE 5 or FIGURE 3, there are
provided a plurality of rails or tracks which comprise
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the fastening means for releasably retaining the stringed
instruments 12 and 24 upon the base. These rails are
arranged in pairs of cooperating adjacent rails with each
pair of adjacent rails serving to selectively receive and
retain in a slidable but releasable manner the tail por-
tion of an appropriately equipped stringed musical in-
strument 12 or ¥4. These sets of rails or tracks will now
be considered in greater detail in connection with FIG-
URES 1 and 2. There are provided a pair of centrally
disposed tracks or rails each indicated by the numeral 39
and which are disposed in parallel appropriately spaced
relation cne upon each of the sections 16 and 18 on oppo-
site sides of the hinge 28 thereof. Each of the rails 30 is
T-shaped in cross section having a horizontally extending
top flange 32 thereon with a parallel horizontally extend-
ing and laterally enlarged bottom flange 34, the two
flanges being connected together by a vertical web 36.

On each of the sections 16 and 18, and on the outer
side thereof from the central rails 3¢ there is provided
an outer rail indicated generally by the numeral 48. Each
outer rail is C-shaped in cross section having a horizontal
upper flange 42, a laterally enlarged horizontal lower
flange 44 together with a vertical web 46. The spacing
between the two central rails 30 and the spacing between
the latter and the two ‘outer rails is identical to previde
three separate guideways or trackways of uniform and
equal width therebetween. The individual rails are fixedly
secured to their appropriate corresponding sections of
the base as by means of fasteners such as the screws 48.

A locking plate 56, see FIGURES 3 and 5, is provided
which is slidably received in the channels defined by the
pair of central rails 30, with the outer edges of the locking
plate 56 being slidably received between the parallel
flanges 32 and 34 of these rails. The arrangement is such
that when the locking plate 50 is slid between the two
central rails 39, its tight engagement with the rails 38 will
rigidly secure the two sections 16 and 18 in their extended
operative position shown in FIGURE 3. An aperture 52
is provided in the plate 50 to facilitate the engagement
thereof by a suitable tool in order to slidingly move this
locking plate into or out of its locking engagement.

Referring next to FIGURES 4 and 7 in particular, with
general reference being made to FIGURES 1 and 2, it
will be understood that each of the stringed musical in-
struments 12 and 14 comprises a complete instrument ex-
cept for the provision of an acoustical body or base. The
instrument 32 is illustrated as an electrical Spanish guitar,
having six strings as is customary. The other instrument
14 is illustrated as a stringed bass, consisting as usual of
four strings. Since instruments of the character illustrated
are fundamentally of the same design, a description of
one in detail is thought to be sufficient for understanding
the manner in which these instruments are adapted to co-
operate with the acoustical base and be detachably
mounted thereon and acoustically connected thereto.

As shown particularly in FIGURES 4 and 7, each in-
strument, whether 12 or 14, or some other interchangeable
stringed instrument, consists of a single elongated ap-
propriately shaped member of body 60 of wood, plastic or
other suitable material. At its tail end, this body con-
sists of a generally rectangular portion 62. The forward
portions of the body 60, as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2,
have the usual head 64 and 66, respectively for the in-
struments 12 and 4, carrying the usual pegs ¢8 by which
the individual strings 7@ are tuned in the usual manner.

Referring again particularly to FIGURES 4 and 7 it
will be observed that the rectangular portion 62 has elon-
gated flat plates 72 fixedly secured to the underside of the
portion 62 as by fastening screws 74 and projecting
laterally beyond the sides of these portions.

As will be observed from FIGURES 3, 4 and 7 in
particular, the flat keys or strips 72 project laterally beyond
the sides of the body 62 so that they may be slidingly
received in the channels formed between the upper and
lower flanges 32, 34 or 42, 44 of the central rails 30 or
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the center and outer rails 390 and 48. Since these rails
are open at their opposite ends, the bodies with their keys
72 may be readily slid into or out of the rails, and when
engaged between a pair of adjacent rails will be firmly
secured and held to the acoustical body in a tight acous-
tical relationship therewith.

Since the spacing between pairs of adjacent rails 49,
30 or between 30 and 36 is identical, it is evident that
each of the bodies 62 may be selectively engaged and
positioned with one of the three sets of rails so as to
constitute either of the pair of parallel instruments shown
in FIGURE 1 or a centrally disposed instrument in FIG-
URE 2. When a single instrument 12 or some other string
instrument is employed with the base, the instrument is
disposed centrally of the base so that its keys 72 by en-
gagement in the tracks or rails 38 will replace the locking
plate and serve to lock the two sections of the hinged base
in their extended position.

However, when both instruments are employed, they
will then be placed usually in the two outer sets of tracks
49, 3% so that each will be secured to its own sections 16
or 18 and the locking plate 59 is then employed to lock
the two sections in extended position.

Although the invention has been shown as applied to
a base having provision for only one or two stringed in-
struments mounied thereon, it will be understood that any
desired number of tracks may be employed so that more
than two instruments can be mounted upon a single
acoustical base, if desired.

In order to detachably but firmly secure the individual
siringed instruments 12 or 14 into their desired position
upon the acoustical base 1€, there is provided a resilient
latching means for this purpose. Thus, as will be more
readily apparent from FIGURES 3 and 8, each of the
bodies 62 of the musical instrument is provided with a
recess 89 extending upwardly thereinto from its bottom
surface. The keyway plates 72 are likewise apertured as
at 82 and a cylindrical housing &4 having a flanged lower
rim 86 is received in this recess and aperture as shown in
FIGURE 8. The cylindrical body 84 at its uppermost
end is open being provided with an inturned annular rim
as at 88 to provide a shoulder against which is received
a disk 9¢ comprising a seat or base for a compression
spring 92. The laiter, received within the cylindrical body
84 has its lower end surrounding the stem portion 94 on
a bullet-shaped detent 96 which projects through a seating
collar or ilange 98 and through the open lower end of the
member &9 and below the surface of the body 62 and of
the key members 72 thereon. This downwardly project-
ing resiliently urged head portion 96 is engageable in
corresponding appropriately positioned recesses 189 which
are formed at the top surface of the panel sections 16
and 28 so that when one of the stringed instruments 12
or 14 is moved to the desired position in a corresponding
pair of tracks or rails, the detents 86 will be resiliently
urged into the recesses 108 to thus releasably retain the
instruments in proper position.

The usual controls are provided for regulating the elec-
tric pickup and amplifying circuits which may be con-
nected to the instruments, but inasmuch as these are of
general construction and do not in themselves constitute
part of the invention claimed herein, a further descrip-
tion of the same is deemed to be unnecessary.

The foregoing is considered as iltustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention
to the exact construction and operation shown and de-
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope
of the invention as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. A musical device comprising an acoustical base con-
sisting of a pair of sections hingedly connected medially
of said base for selective folding between folded and ex-
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tended positions, a stringed musical instrument including
a body portion; a plurality of pairs of parallel rails
mounted on the sections of said base, keys on said body
portion slidably engageable selectively in each pair of
rails, one of said pairs of rails lying on opposite sides of
the hinged connection, means received in said last pair
of rails for rigidly securing said sections in their extended
position.

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said body por-
tion of said stringed instrument comprises said securing
means.

3. The combination of ¢laim 1 wherein said securing
means comprises a unitary plate.

4. The combination of claim 1 including four tracks
forming three pairs of uniformly spaced adjacent tracks,
said instrument being selectively slidably and releasably
engageable in each of said three pairs of tracks.

5. The combination of claim 1 wherein each track
comprises a rail having spaced, rigidly connected parallel
top and bottom flanges defining therebetween a channel
slidably receiving and retaining said keys and said body
portion.
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6. A musical device comprising an acoustical base hav-
ing a flat top surface, a plurality of pairs of tracks secured
to and projecting above the top surface of said base, a
complete stringed musical instrument including a body
with tail and neck portions, strings on said body anchored
to said tail and neck portions and removable with said
body as a unit, means on the tail portion of said body
slidably and releasably and interchangeably engaging a
pair of tracks for detachably mounting said instrument
upon said base, said plurality of pairs of tracks comprising
four parallel and equidistantly spaced tracks providing
three pairs of tracks whereby a musical instrument may
be selectively but slidably and releasably disposed in the
middle pair of tracks or selectively in either or both of

the two outer pairs of tracks.
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