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releasing the catch means from the quadrant 3 
by depressing button 4 on top of the lever and 
then pushing forward on the lever. This causes 
arm 5 to press the cross member 0 downward 
carrying with it the forward ends of the rear 
legs 7. 
As the legs, which are of bell crank shape, de 

scend, the shaft 8 is not only carried downward 
but also moves forward relative to its position 
When the chair is in an upright position. This 
is due to the fact that the outer ends of legs 7 
are pivoted at 9 and cannot move relative to the 
floor as do the rear legs of the chair shown in 
my U. S. Patent i+2,015,138. 
With the downward and forward movement of 

the shaft 8, the rear portion of the seat frame is 
drawn down while at the same time said seat 
frame is moved forward. With the forward 
movement of the Seat frame, the front legs, hinged 
to the seat frame as at 5, Swing forward about 
their pivots 6 but maintain the front edge of the 
chair at substantially the same level as when the 
chair is in an upright position. 
The chair thus assumes the full reclining posi 

tion indicated in dotted lines in Figure 3. Of 
course, the chair may be locked in any one of sev 
eral reclining positions, by locking the lever to 
the quadrant by the catch means at the desired 
position. 
To return the chair to an upright position from 

a reclining position, the procedure is merely the 
reverse of that above described. In either in 
stance the springs 7 tend to counterbalance the 
Weight of the person in the chair and make for 
ease of operation. 

If desired, I may also provide my chair with the 
Snubber illustrated in Figures 4 and 5 and which 
Snubber is constructed in the following manner. 
A Supporting base 20 is journaled at one end on 

shaft 8 and is rigidly secured at its other end to 
the back portion of the seat frame. This base 
20 is formed intermediate its ends with upstand 
ing side frames 2 and a front cross yoke 22 ex 
tending between the frames above the upper face 
of the base 2). A roller 23 is journaled between 
the side frames 2. 
A wedge-like shoe, having a flat lower plate 24 

and a forwardly sloping upper plate 25, projects 
between the roller 23 and upper face of the base 
20. The adjacent faces of plate 24 and the base 
20 are faced as at 26 with frictional material such 
as Woven or moulded material as now commonly 
used for brake lining. The angle of the for 
Wardly sloping plate is adjustable; an adjusting 
nut 27 being provided for this purpose. 
Tension Springs 28 secured between the side 

frames 2 and the rear end of the shoe urge the 
shoe forward beneath the roller 23. The amount 
of forward movement of the shoe may, however, 
be adjustably restricted by an adjustment bolt 29 
threaded through the yoke 22 and engaging 
against a stop element 30 turned up from the 
upper shoe plate 25. 
A flat metal tongue 3 is slidably interposed 

between the friction faces 26; said tongue being 
normally held in retracted position between said 
faces by means of tension springs 32 extending 
from the ends of a cross finger 33, on the forward 
end of the tongue, to the rear portion of the seat 
frame. 
A flexible strap 34 is secured at one end to the 

forward end of the tongue, extends over a roller 
35 mounted on the cross bar 6, and then is 
fastened by any Suitable means to the cross mem 
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ber 9 which extends between the inner ends of 
the rear legs 7 of the chair. 

In use, the snubber functions as follows: The 
bolt 29 is adjusted so that the shoe, drawn for 
ward by springs 28, and wedging beneath roller 
23 Will exert the desired amount of frictional pres 
Sure on the tongue between the two friction faces. 
When so adjusted, the chair cannot drop back to 
the reclining position too rapidly due to the fact 
that as the inner ends of the legs are lowered, 
the strap 34 must draw the tongue 3 out a cel 
tain distance from between the friction faces. 26. 
This retarding or snubbing effect may be adjusted 
to any desired degree by bolt 29 which limits the 
Wedging effect of the Shoe. 
When the chair is returned to an upright posi 

tion springs 32, being stronger than Springs 28, 
draw the tongue back to a retracted position. 
Although the Snubber is not vitally essential 

to the operation of my chair-the Springs nor 
mally counterbalancing the occupant's Weight 
in Some instances, as when a very heavy person 
occupies the chair, it is advantageous to use the 
Snubber to prevent too rapid a movement and jar 
ring of the chair when the same is adjusted from 
an upright to a reclining position. 

Also if desired, the Snubber may be mounted 
On a chair of the type shown in my U. S. Patent 
#2,015,138. 
From the foregoing description it will be read 

ily seen that I have produced such a device as 
Substantially fulfills the objects of the invention 
as set forth herein. 
While this specification sets forth in detail the 

present and preferred construction of the device, 
still in practice such deviations from Such detail 
may be resorted to as do not form a departure 
from the spirit of the invention, as defined by 
the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and useful and desire to Secure by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. A chair including a seat frame, Spaced front 
legs pivoted at their upper ends to the forward 
portion of the seat frame and pivoted at their 
lower ends to the floor, a shaft extending from 
one side of the seat frame through the other side 
thereof intermediate the front and back of the 
frame, spaced rear legs of bell crank shape jour 
nailed intermediate their ends on the Shaft and 
pivoted at their lower ends to the floor, a CrOSS 
member extending between the forward end of 
the rear legs, a radial arm rigidly Secured to the 
shaft between the legs, said arm being pivoted at 
its other end to the cross member and a lever Se 
cured to the projecting end of the shaft. 

2. A chair including a seat frame, spaced front 
legs pivoted at their upper ends to the forward 
portion of the seat frame and pivoted at their 
lower ends to the floor, a shaft extending from 
one side of the Seat frame through the other side 
thereof intermediate the front and back of the 
frame, spaced rear legs of bell crank shape jour 
naled intermediate their ends on the shaft and 
pivoted at their lower ends to the floor, a croSS 
bar connecting the rear legs at their forward end, 
a radial arm secured on the shaft and on the 
cross bar, hand means to control the rotation of 
the shaft, another cross bar extending between 
the sides of the seat frame above said leg cross 
bar, and tension springs connecting Said CrOSS 
bars. 

3. A chair including a seat frame, Spaced front 
legs pivoted at their upper ends to the forward 
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portion of the seat frame and pivoted at their 
lower ends to the floor, a shaft journaled. On Said 
seat frame and extending from one side of the 
Seat frame to the other Side thereof intermediate 
the front and back of the frame, hand controlled 
means to rotate the shaft, spaced rear legs of bell 
crankshape journaled intermediate their ends on 
the shaft and pivoted at their lower ends to the 
floor, and means arranged in connection with the 
shaft and forward portion of the rear legs to 
Swing the same about their floor-pivot with the 
rotation of the shaft. 

4. A chair including a seat frame, spaced front 

3 
legs pivoted at their upper ends to the forward 
portion of the seat frame and pivoted at their 
lower ends to the floor, a shaft journaled. On Said 
seat frame and extending from one side of the 
seat frame to the other side thereof intermediate 
the front and back of the frame, hand controlled 
means to rotate the shaft, Spaced rear legs piv 
oted at their lower ends to the floor, said legs ex 
tending upward and surrounding the shaft, and 
nineans on the shaft and engaging Said rear legs 
to Swing the legs about their floor pivots with 
rotation of the shaft relative to the seat frame. 

BENJAMIN H. DRAKE. 
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