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Box No. | Nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence(s) (Continuation of item 1.b of the first sheet)

1. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed
invention, the international search was carried out on the basis of:

a. type of material

a sequence listing

] I table(s) related to the sequence listing

b.  format of material
1 X I on paper

f——
1X 1 in electronic form

c. time of filing/furnishing
l J contained in the international application as filed
J l filed together with the international application in electronic form

—

IX 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purpose of search

2. D In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been filed
or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished.

3. Additional comments:

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (1)) (April 2005)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box I1. 1
Al though clainmsl-40 and 45 are directed to a di agnostic nethod practised
on the human/animal body or to a nethod of treatnent of the hunman/ani mal

body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged effects
of the conpound/conposition.

Continuation of Box I1. 1

SsS
Continuation of Box 11.2
Clainms Nos.: 25-44 and partially clainms 1-24, 45 and 46

No. Search report was established for the subject-matter of clains 25-40
for the following reasons: Cains 25-40 have not been searched and
exanmi ned because a pathological condition or disease related to a gene
designated "ABCO" and nodulated by a mi RNA is neither disclosed nor
supported within the terms of Art. 5 and 6 PCT, respectively (Art.
17(2)(a)(ii) PCT). Furthermore, the cellular pathway or physiologic
pathway is not defined in any way (Art. 6 PCT).

Claims 1-24, 45 and 46 fail to conply with the requirements of Art. 6
PCT (clarity) to such an extent that a meaningful search could not be
carried out over the whole scope of the clainms (Art. 17(2)(a)(ii) PCT).
"m R-200" is not a clear definition. Numerous sequences fall under said
term (see e.g. p. 5, 1. 29-p. 12, 1. 28 of the application).

Furthernore, according to p. 6, 1. 6-10 of the application the "m R 200"
sequence can be as short as 5 nucleotides and those 5 nucleotides nust
only be at least 75% identical to one of the sequences defined in SEQ ID
NO 1-108. Thus, teh search has been restricted to the vague term

"m R- 200" since no core sequence could be identified which all "m R 200"
sequences share. ' '

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that clainms relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international prelininary

exam nation (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Prelinmnary Examning Authority is
normally not to carry out a prelimhary exam nation on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are anmended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedure. |f the application proceeds Into the regional phase
before the EPO the applicant is rem nded that a search may be carried
out during examnation before the EPO (see EPO Guideline CWVI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
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| NTERNATI ONAL SEARCH REPORT
Box No. Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER. INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

'

2. cjaims \os.. 25-44 and partial |y claims 1-24, 45 and 46

because they relate to parts of the international application that do.not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. L__l Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

'

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

. L__| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
’ claims. ’

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. ]:I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reportcovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: ’

4. _XJ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report Is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-40, 45, 46 all parti ally

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the.
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

DNO protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found nulti ple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as" follows:

Invention 1: clainms 1-40, 45 and 46 (all partially)

A method of nodul ating gene expression in a cell conprising
admini stering an amount of an isolated nucleic acid
conprising a "m R-200" in an anpunt sufficient to nodul ate
the expression of the sequences given under accession nunber
NM 004996, NM 019862, NM 019898, ' NM 019899, NM 019900 or

NM 019901 ("ABCA") (line 1 of Table 1), and subject-matter
relating thereto.

Inventions 2-2105: clains 1-40, 45 and 46 (all partially)

Idem as subject 1 but linmted to each of the sequences given
“under the accession nunbers and gene synbols, respectively,
listed in Tables 1 and 3-5 of this application.

Invention 2106: clainms 39-42

A nethod of selecting a mi RNA to be adnministered to a
subject as defined in independent claim 41.
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