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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Caristorurr Erpr,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Tamaqua, in the county of Schuylkill and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new_and useful Improvements in Stir-
rups, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to improvements in
stirrups, and is directed particularly to that
class known as safety stirrups.

The invention has for its object to so con-
struct the device that in case of accident the
foot of the rider will be released.-

A further object of the invention is to
provide a foot-piece with an improved
means for regulating the tension of the
spring which holds the same in its normal
Pposition,

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction, combination and arrange-
ment of parts as will be hereinafter fully
described and claimed.

In the drawing: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the stirrup, Fig. 2 is a Tear eleva-
tion of the same. Tig. 3 is a sectional view
on line 3—38 of Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 1
designates the yoke, the lower ends of which
form sleeves 2, and in which are mounted
the opposite ends of the rod 3, said rod being
held against accidental displacement by set
screws 4 which pass through the sleeve 9 and
rod 3.

A foot-piece 5 is provided and consists of
side bars 6 which have their lower ends
formed with apertures 7, and by which the
same is pivotally connected to the rod 3.
The upper ends of the side bars terminate
in a curved lip 8, said lip being adapted to
seat in a curved depression 9 formed in the
bight portion of the yoke 1. Connected at
its opposite ends to the lower ends of the
yoke 1 is a plate 10, and upon which the ball
of the foot rests when in the stirrup.

Formed integral with the upper ends of
the side bars 6 and extending downwardly
is a plurality of outwardly inclined ribs 11,

the lower ends of which are bent reversely
and are secured to the under surface of the
plate 10, said ribs serving to limit the inser-
tion of the rider’s foot.

Secured to the rod 8, and adjacent one
end thereof is an annular flange 12, said
flange being provided with a series of per-
forations 13, and in any one of which one
terminal of a coil spring 14 is secured, said
spring surrounding the rod 3, and having
its other terminal secured in a perforation
15 formed in the lower end of one of the
side bars 6. Thus it will be seen that the
spring 14 tends to hold the lip 8 seated in
the depression 9, but will readily permit the
foot-piece 5 to swing in one direction in
case of accident thereby releasing the foot
of the rider. This spring also holds the
foot-piece firmly and will prevent rattling
of the same. To regulate the tension of the
spring 14 to more firmly hold the foot-piece
5 in its normal position, it is only necessary
that the set screws be removed and the rod
3 rotated, thus winding the spring, where-
upon the set screws are replaced, and the
lip 8 is firmly seated in the depression 9.

60

55

60

65

70

75

To regulate the tension of the spring 14, in .

some instances, it is only necessary that the
terminal thereof which engages one of the
perforations 13 formed in the flange 12 be

shifted to another perforation, thus obviat-

ing thenecessity of removingthe set screws4.

Formed in the bight portion of the yoke
1 is a transverse slot 16, and in which is
secured the supporting strap 17, which forms
a part of the usual riding saddle.

What is claimed is:

A stirrup of the class described compris-
ing a yoke, the lower ends of the same being
formed with sleeves, a rod having its ends
journaled in the sleeves, means for prevent-
ing accidental rotation of said rod, a de-
pression formed in the bight portion of the
yoke, a foot-piece pivotally connected at its
lower end to the rod, and having a lip
formed upon its upper end, said lip being
adapted to seat in said depression, an an-
nular flange formed upon the rod, said
flange being provided with a series of per-
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forations, a coil spring surrounding a por- | In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
tion of the rod and having one of its termi- | in the presence of two witnesses.

nals engaged in one of the perforations of -
the ﬁa»nzreband its other terminal secured to CHRISTOPHER ERBE.

5 the foot-piece, whereby when said rod is ro- | Witnesses:
tated the tension of the spring is regulated Reeecca S. Bearp,
to firmly hold the lip seated in the recess. Samurr R. Brarp.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
. Washington, D. C.”




