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This invention relates to improvements in
teller cage construction for banks and:other fi-
nancial institutioris where patrons or customers
usually. arrange themselves in lines in approach=
ing the cage window through which their busi<
ness with the teller is transacted: L

One object of the invention is to pbrovide a cage
Construction which will lend more privacy to the
individual customers or patrons ‘while transaeting
their financial affairs with the occupant of ‘the
cage, ‘ e ‘

Another object of the invention is to provide a
cage unit which will compel patrons approaching
the teller's window in a line to do:so along a
path disposed at an angle to the front wall of
the cage, as distinguished from Present-day prac-
tices of the customers forming g line along the
front wall of the cage.

More particularly, the invention ¢ontemplates
8 cage unit having a front panel recessed to form
a compartment which the patron at the teller’s
window must occupy, and associated with said re-
cessed front panel are means for preventing the
patrons walking along the front of the cage which
usually has a transparent upper section.  Thus,
by compelling the patrons to approach the win-
dow at an angle and by having each individual
stand within the recessed portion of the front
banel, patrons behind the individual who is en-
gaged with the teller, cannot observe the trans-
action being disposed of by that particular in-
dividual, ’

Still another object. is to provide means for ap-
prehending and detaining an individual in the re-
cess of the front panel or the so-called custom-
er’s compartment, if such action is deemed proper
by the teller or other official,

- With these and other objects in view, the in-
vention consists in certain details of construction
and combinations and arrangements of parts, all
as will hereinafter be more fully described and
the novel features thereof particularly pointed
out in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawing, ‘

Figure 1 is a perspective view taken from the
front of the present cage unit ; and ;

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view through
the front panel on the line 2-—2 of Fig. 1.

It will be understood that, while the bresent il-
lustration consists of a single cage unit, any num-
ber of these units can be used in a battery or
other suitable combinaion, depending upon the
size or character of the institution in which they
are installed. ;

Each unit comprises a front panel {0 having a
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vertical recess (1 therein intérmediate its -ends:
This recess; which' might'be termed: ‘the-custom=
er’s” compartment, is large’-enough;- bt énly of
sufficient size, to accommodate orie person-:at- a
time, At each- side- of this customer’s compart-
ment: F; preferably -adjacent: the ends of the
front panel and-extending-outwardly in: front-of
said panel, is-a-barricade or:obstruetion ‘Which
prevents eistotiners’: approaehing - the- comparg-
ment along the<front panel or along g Line‘paral-
lel- thereto: These obstrlietions: maytake: the
form- of " posts-: 12" Suitably - sbhced from. - one
another and extending far enough in front of
the cage to require the -customers approaching
and leaving the compartment along the lines
a, b, respectively, If desired, the barricade may
be eliminated from the departure side -of the
compartment, as persons  who have left the
compartment cannot later observe the transac-
tion of the next person occupying: the com-
partment. Thus, the barricades serve two func-
tions, First, they require approach and de-
parture of patrons along lines which lend privacy
to the person in the compartment, and, second,
when there are a number of persons standing in
line, approaching the compartment {1, the line is
disposed at an angle to the cage, so that lines at
juxtaposed cages cannot interfere with one an-
other. In the absence of such barricades, the
usual practice is for patrons to form in lines along
the front wall of the cage and, where these lines
are comparatively long, they usually cause such
confusion that attendants have to be present to
maintain order. :

Extending rearwardly from the front panel 19
is a counter 13 for the teller or other occupant
of the cage, and the panel is provided with a win-
dow opening i4 above this counter for the trans-
action of business between the teller and patron.
If desired, the upper portion of the banel above
the counter may be, and usually ‘is, made of
glass. The total height of the banel is, of course,
such as to prevent persons in front of the cage
having access to the counter. Also, - if desired;.
the rear portion of the counter, indicateq at {32,
may be disposed at a lower level than the forward
portion, and the breadith or depth of said for-
ward portion may be such that persons in front
of the. counter cannot possibly reach the rear
lower portion thereof.

In addition to the recessed compartment i1 gf-

“fording privacy for each successive occupant, it
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may alse be used for apprehending or detaining
an occupant if such action is deemeg necessary.
For this purpose, a closure plate 15 for the com-
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partment may be slidably housed within the front
panel and movable across the front of the com~
partment, whereby a person within the compart-
ment may not escape or leave the compartment
until the plate 15 is retracted. 'This closure plate
{5 is normally positioned within the front panel,
but may be moved across the compartment by
the teller or other official by suitable means ul-
der the control of the latter. For insance, there
may be a fluig-actuated piston’ 16 connected to
the closure and movable within a cylinder 11 to
which the admission of actuating fluid ‘may be
controlled by a valve (not shown) which is read-
ily accessible to the occupant of the cage.

What I claim is:

1. A bank teller’s cage unit. consisting of a
front wall panel having an open-front customer-
accommodating recess therein, means: extending
outwardly from said panel at opposite sides of
said recess preventing customers approaching
and leaving said recess along lines parallel to said

panel, said recessed portion of the panel -having.

2 window therein, and a counter extending rear-
wardly from said panel.

2. A bank teller’s cage unit consisting- of a
front wall panel having an open-front customer
accommodating recess therein, means extending
outwardly from said panel at opposite sides of
said recess preventing custoriers approaching
and leaving said recess along lines parallel to said
panel, said recessed portion of the panel having

5, window therein through which a customer oc-
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cupying said recess- can converse with a teller
in said cage, said recess being of sufficient depth.
to permit conversation by said customer to be in
privacy with respect to persons-beyond the con-
fines of said recess, and a counter extending rear-
wardly from said panel, said counter having -up-
per and lower level surfaces with the lower level
at the rear of thie counter.

3. A bank teller’s cage unit consisting of a front
wall panel having a vertical recess forming an
open-front compartment for an individual cus-
tomer, & window in the recessed portion of the
panel through which a customer occupying said
compartment can converse with a teller at the
opposite side of said panel, and barricades eX-
tending outwardly from the panel "at opposite
sides of said compartment whereby customers
may approach and leave said compartment only
in lines at an angle to said panel, said barricades
and the depth of said recess affording privacy o
conversation between a person in the compart-
ment and the teller.

4.-A bank teller’s cage unit consisting of a front
wall panel having a vertical recess open at the
front and constituting a compartment for an in-
dividual customer; a window in the recessed por-
tion of the panel, and a barricade extending out-
wardly from the panel at the approach side of the
compartment whereby customers can approach

30 said compartment only along a line at an angle

o said panel.
JOHN W. CALVERT.



