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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Louts GAY, manufac-
turer, a citizen of the Republic of France,
and a resident of Lyons, in the Republic of
France, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improved Fastener for Boots or Shoes,
Gloves, and the Like, of which the following
is a specification. '

This invention has for its object to provide
anew and improved fastening for boots, shoes,
gloves, and other articles having a slit or
opening which isto befrequently openedand
closed.

To accomplish this object my invention con-
sists in the features of construction and the
combination or arrangement of parts here-
inafter described and claimed, reference be-
ing made to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 isa plan view of my improved fas-
tener in its open position. Fig. 2 represents
the same fastener in its closed position, that
is to say, the ring moved from the position
shown in Fig. 1 to the extreme position at the
free extremities of the said plates. Fig. 3 is
a section on the line 1—2 of Fig. 1 the ring
shown being turned up and ready to slide.
This figure shows more clearly. the_construc-

tion of the guides and the mode of mounting |

and of operation of the movable ring. Fig. 4
shows an elevation of a modified arrangement
of the fastener. Tigs. 5 and 6 represent the
improved fastener mounted respectively upon
a boot or shoe and upon a glove.

In order to enable those skilled in the art

to make and use my invention I will now de-

seribe the same in detail, referring to the
drawings wherein—

The letters A indicate two rigid metallic
strips or plates, which are secured to theedge
of the slit or opening in the shoe, glove, or
other article which is to be opened or closed
whenever desired by the wearer. The inner
longitudinal edges of these rigid metallic
strips or plates are bent to form overhanging
flanges a, with which engage the claw-like ex-
tremities of a ring B, which is adapted to be
quickly moved along the flanges for the pur-
pose of opening or closing the boot, shoe, or
other article. To accomplish this the rigid
metallic strips or plates are curved longitudi-
nally, and their upper extremities are di-
verged, as will be clearly understood by refer-

ence to Fig. 2 of the drdwings, so that when
thering Bis drawn into engagement with the
diverging upper ends of the strips or plates,
the latter will be pressed closely together for
the greater part of their length. The lower
ends of the rigid metallic strips or plates are
loosely connected by a ring D, which permits
the said strips or plates to move in various
directions. As will be readily understood by
displacing thisring along the guides and turn-
ing it down the boot or shoe, glove, gaiter or
other article to which it iz adapted can be
opened more or less. In order that this ring
shall then remain in the desired position vari-
ous modes of construction of the ring and fas-
tener may be used. For instance the guides
may have soveral undulations such as those
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 each undulation cor-
responding to a greater or smaller degree of
opening of the fastener. Or the upper part,
the side or interior of the gnide may have
several notches or cavities (Fig. 4) in which
the ring when turned down may rest in order
to prevent the latter from descending under
any pressure. For nearly- closed positions
knobs or projections D of various forms may
be provided at the extremities of thefastener
50 as to constitute a stop for the ring.

This fastener may be attached by sewing,
riveting, eyelets or otherwise in any suitable
manner to the boots or shoes, gloves, gaiters
or the like upon which it is used, the part by
which it is fixed being constructed to suit the
varying conditions.

What I claim is—

The fastener herein deseribed and shown,
consisting of therigid metallic strips or plates
A, having the overhanging flanges a, and
curved longitudinally so thattheir upper ends
diverge, a ring D loosely connecting the lower
extremities of said strips or plates, and a ring
B having claw-like extremities engaging the
overhanging flanges and adapted to move
along the diverging upper end-portions of the
strips or plates toopen or close the latter,sub-
stantially as deseribed. -

In testimony whereof I have hereunto
signed my name in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

) LOUIS GAY.

Witnesses:

XAVIER JAMICOT,
JEAN GERMAIN.
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