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This invention relates to the protection. 
from corrosion of steel beams and irregular 
structural shapes, such as H-beams and I 
beams, and the like. 
Where steel structural members are ex 

posed to severe atmospheric conditions or to 
the action of salt water, fog or spray, they 
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are subject to rapid corrosion unless given 
a heavy coating of asphaltic or bituminous 
enamel or paint or other protective compo 
sition. If these shapes, and particularly ir 
regular ones, such as H-beams or I-beams are 
coated before being set in place, great diffi: 
culty is experienced in protecting the coated 
edges or flanges, as handling of the beans 
often causes the coating material to be 
scraped off the edges and corners. 
In order better to protect the coating On 

these various surfaces and to prevent the 
coating from chipping off and at the same 
time to make the coating more resistant to 
abrasion in handling, it is proposed to apply 
a strip of fabric, such as canvas or burlap 
over the edges or surfaces to be protected. 
This fabric is applied over the coating, 
usually bituminous material, and is mopped 
on with an additional application of either 
hot or cold material. The fabric thereby 
being thoroughly bonded to the original coat 
ing provides a substantial reinforcement to 
the latter. 

Having reference to the 
drawing: 
The figure illustrates the invention. 
A is an I-beam. This steel I-beam or other 

structural shape is first treated to a heavy 
priming coat of material designed to pro 
tect the metal from corrosion and to forma 
bond between the metal and the next appli 
cation of coating. Next, there is applied a 
hot or cold coating of bituminous material 
2. Over this coating 2, while either soft or 
hard, as in the case of bitumens, or Wet or dry, 
as in the case of paint, a fabric 3, either Satu 
rated with bituminous material or paint, or 

accompanying 

an unsaturated fabric,is applied. This fabrie 
is then mopped or wiped so as to press it 
smoothly over the beam; and over the fabric an additional coating is preferably applied. 

It is understood that the fabric may be 

applied by hand or by any suitable mechan- W 
rical means, and that in the case of cold coat 
ings it may not need an additional applica: 
tion of material but may be rolled or pressed into the previously applied original coating. 55 

By this method of treatment the protective 
coating for the metal may not only be greatly 
strengthened but its life is materially ex 
tended, and it also aids materially in resist 
ing abrasive damage in the handling of heavy 
beams. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
entis 

1. A method of protecting structural steel 
plying a protective coating material to the 
surface of the beams, applying strips of fab 
ric covering Over the edges only of the beam 

protect, the coating material against re. 
moval, while the coating material is in a vis 
tO 

cous state, and wiping the fabric to press it 
into bonded relation with the coating mate 
rial. 

2. A method of protecting the edges and 
Supporting surfaces of structural steel beams 
which have been coated with a corrosion-re 
sisting compound adapted to harden after 
being applied which consists in covering said 
surfaces and edges with fabric to resist abra 
sive damage when handling the beams, and 
uniting said fabric with the coating mate 
rial, by pressing the same against the said 
compound before it has hardened. 

3. An article of manufacture comprising 
irregular structural steel shapes, a coating of 
rust-resisting composition, and a relatively 
heavy textile material bonded into said com 
position about the edge of the steel shapes. 

4. An article of manufacture comprising 
irregular structural steel shapes, a coating of 

CaVa S rust-resisting composition, and 
pressed into bonded relation with said com 
position and covering the edges of the steel 
shapes, said canvas being sufficiently heavy. 
to protect the coated edges of the beam from 
abrasion caused by ordinary handling. 

5. An article of manufacture comprising 
irregular structural steel shapes, a coating of 
rust-resisting composition, and strips of tex 
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tile material pressed into bonded relation 
with said composition and covering the edges 
only of the steel shapes. 

6. An article of manufacture comprising 
5 irregular structural steel shapes, a coating of 
rust-resisting composition, and separate 
strips of burlap arranged over the edges of 
the steel shapes and bonded into said com 
position. 

10 7. In the method of making a protected 
structural beam which comprises applying 
directly to said beam a plastic material and 
then pressing fabric strips onto the outside 
surface of the plastic material to cover the 

15 projecting edges of the beam whereby the 
beam is protected against rust by the plastic 
material and the plastic material is protect 
ed against abrasion by the fabric. . . . 
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