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This invention relates to a bracelet construc 
tion and more particularly a device for con 
necting the two free ends of a bracelet together 
With a method of assembling certain parts there 
of. 
One of the objects of this invention is to pro 

vide a construction of the above character which 
Will be neat and attractive in appearance. An 
Other object is to provide a construction of the 
above character which may be manufactured 
from inexpensive materials without undue labor 
expense. Another object is to provide a con 
struction of the above character which will be 
Sturdy and well able to withstand hard usage. 
Another object is to provide a construction of the 
above character which has a minimum number 
of individual parts thus greatly facilitating the 
assembly thereof. Another object is to provide 
a construction of the above character wherein 
the free end of the bracelet may be easily con 
nected or disconnected but at the same time can 
not be inadvertently disconnected. Another ob 
ject is to provide a method of assembling certain 
parts of the above construction which will be 
economical and be productive of a sturdy con 
struction. Other objects will be in part obvious 
and in part pointed out hereinafter. 
The invention accordingly consists in the fea 

tures of construction, combinations of elements, 
arrangements of parts and in the several steps and 
relation and order of each of the same to one 
or more of the others, all as will be illustratively 
described herein, and the scope of the applica 
tion of which will be indicated in the following 
claims. 

In the accompanying drawings in which is 
shown one of the various possible embodiments 
of this invention, 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the two sections 
of a watch bracelet having my connecting device 
attached thereto; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the bracelet 
shown in Figure 1 as connected; 

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the bracelet. 
shown in Figure 1 with the parts disconnected; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged Vertical Sectional view 
of the connecting device With the parts con 
nected; 

Figure 5 is a vertical sectional view similar to 
Figure 4 with the parts disconnected; 

Figure 6 is a vertical sectional view taken along 
the line 6-6 of Figure 4; 

Figure 7 is a vertical sectional view taken along 
the line 7-7 of Figure 4; 

Figure 8 is a top plan view of one section of 
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the connector with certain parts thereof removed 
and before assembly; 

Figure 9 is a top plan view similar to Figure 
8 showing another stage of assembly; 

Figure 10 is similar to Figures 8 and 9 with 
additional parts added during assembly; and 
Figure 11 is a top plan view of this section of 

the construction as completely assembled. 
Similar reference characters refer to similar 

parts throughout the several views of the draw 
lingS. 
As conducive to a clearer understanding of 

certain features of this invention, it might here 
be pointed out that watch bracelets having two 
individual sections of the flat continuous type are 
often preferred by many people over the open 
bracelets of the chain type. Thus, many of these 
flat type continuous bracelets are of a flexible 
metal construction and are so proportioned that 
portions of each of the sections overlap each 
other. This type of bracelet must therefore be 
provided with a fastening device which may be 
operated to secure the two parts together in a 
reliable manner and yet permit easy disconnec 
tion. The connectors which are now available 
for this purpose are characterized by complexity 
of structure but more important they are dif 
ficult to operate. Those connectors which are 
reliable and will not become inadvertently dis 
placed are hard to connect and disconnect. Fur 
thermore, those connectors which may be easily 
connected and disconnected are not reliable, this 
being bothersome and sometimes resulting in the 
loss of the bracelet and Watch. One of the Ob 
jects of this invention is to provide a construc 
tion in which these Several difficulties are suc 
cessfully and practically overconne. 

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown 
in Figure 1 a bracelet comprising a pair of sec 
tions generally indicated at 0 and provided 
with suitable hasps 2 and 3 or the like for at 
tachment in the usual manner to a Watch case. 
Although sections O and may be made from 
any suitable material, they are preferably me 
tallic and quite flexible. Thus, sections f) and 

include Sonne fiexible metallic base Such as 
wire mesh (not shown) with flat metal stock 
4 wound thereabout thus giving the bracelet a 
desired smoothness with aimple flexibility. 
As best shown in Figures 2 and 3, portions of 

Sections and overlap each other and Sec 
tion 0 has secured to its end an eye portion 
5 through which section is threaded. Thus, 

Sections 0 and f f are maintained in overlapping 
relationship and the end of section is con 
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nected at any desired point to section () in a 
manner to be presently described. A latch part 
generally indicated at 6 is connected to the end 
of section and is constructed to lock with a 
clamp member generally indicated at 7 and slid 
ably mounted on section 0 with suitable provi 
sion for clamping it in any position therealong. 
Thus, the total length of the bracelet may be 
Varied considerably by merely adjusting the po 
sition of clamp member 7. 
Clamp member 7 includes a channel shaped 

housing part generally indicated at 8 having, 
as viewed in Figures 4, 5 and 6, a bottom 9 
resting on one side of section ?o and side walls 
20 and 2 adjacent the edges of section 0. As 
best seen in Figures 4 and 6, side walls 20 and 
2 extend a substantial distance above section 
0 and terminate in inwardly extending hori 

ZOntally disposed flanges 22 and 23 (Figures 1 
and 6). Disposed within housing 8 is a pres 
sure member generally indicated at 24 having 
a flat bottom portion 25 resting upon the flat 
side of Section 0 opposite botton 9 of housing 
8. Thus, section O is embraced on its oppo 

site sides by the flat parts 9 and 25 and might 
be described as threaded therebetween. Flat 
portion 25 of member 24 is preferably quite large 
in area (see Figures 4 and 6) so that when 
pressure is exerted thereagainst it is distributed 
Over a comparatively large portion of section fo. 

Extending upwardly from flat portion 25 of 
member 24 is a pair of ears 26 and 27 having 
slots 28 and 29 formed therein, as best seen in 
Figures 4 and 6. A pin 30 bridges side walls 20 
and 2 and extends through slots 28 and 29. 
Thus, pin 30 holds pressure member 24 loosely 
in position. Within housing 8. Pressure mem 
ber 24 also includes a vertically disposed hook 
portion 3 adjacent the righthand end thereof 
as viewed in Figure 4. Hook portion 3 prefer 
ably takes the shape of an upwardly extending 
flange substantially bridging the space between 
side walls 20 and 2. As best seen in Figures 4 
and 5, hook portion 3 is spaced slightly in front 
of ears 26 and 27 to leave room for a catch ele 
ment to slide therebetween in a manner to be 
pointed out more fully hereinafter. 

Pivotally mounted upon pin 30 is a lever mem 
ber generally indicated at 32 having an arm 
portion 33, a collar portion 34 fitting about the 
pin, and a leg portion 35. Leg portion 35 and 
arm portion 33 are generally right angular with 
respect to each other so that the leg portion is 
in a substantially vertical position when the arm 
portion is in a Substantially horizontal position 
as shown in Figure 4. Furthermore, the length 
of leg portion 35 is so proportioned with respect 
to the thickness of pressure member 24 and Sec 
tion 0 that when the parts are in the closed 
position, shown in Figure 4 and described above, 
leg portion 35 presses the pressure member into 
clamping relationship with section 0. Arm por 
tion 33 is of Sufficient length to be easily moved 
into the horizontal position to hold the clamp 
member in any desired location and yet be easily 
released with the finger nail or the like. When 
the arm portion 33 is moved substantially to the 
vertical position, as shown in Figure 5, leg por 
tion 35 is in substantially the horizontal posi 
tion so that no pressure is exerted against pres 
sure member 24 and thus the clamp member may 
be moved to any desired position along section 0. 

Referring now to Figures 4 and 5, latch part 
6 includes a flat top foundation piece 36 having 

side walls 37 and 38. As best shown in Figures 
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4 and 8, foundation piece 36 terminates at one 
end in a flat portion 36d. Substantially the Width 
of bracelet section . The end of section 
is soldered or otherwise rigidly secured to por 
tion 36a of the foundation piece in a manner 
to be more fully described hereinafter. As best 
shown in Figures 5 and 7, one end of founda 
tion piece 36 has formed thereon a vertical 
flange portion 42 extending substantially 
throughout the width thereof (Figure 8). Fur 
thermore, side walls 37 and 38 terminate short 
of the front of foundation piece 36 (Figure 8) 
leaving slots 43 and 44 between side walls 37 
and 38 respectively and flange portion 42. 
Side walls 37 and 38 have formed therein suit 

able slots through which extend latch elements 
generally indicated at 45 and 46 as best shown 
in Figure 8. Thus, these latch elements include 
beveled parts 47 and 48 extending through the 
side Walls and arm portions 49 and 50 adjacent 
the inner sides of the side walls. A spring 5f 
disposed Within foundation piece 36 is secured 
to arm portions 49 and 50 in any suitable man 
ner and proportioned to exert outward pressure 
against the latch elements. Preferably a pair 
of finger pieces generally indicated at 52 and 53 
extend through side walls 37 and 38 and are 
Connected to arm portions 49 and 50. Finger 
pieces 52 and 53 are preferably of substantial 
length. So that they may be easily grasped and 
pressed in Wardly. Such inward pressure of the 
finger pieces moves latch elements 45 and 46 
Within side walls 37 and 38. 

Desirably, finger pieces 52 and 53 take a pe 
Culiar shape particularly adapted for the con 
Venience of the Wearer. Thus, in lateral dimen 
Sions they have enlarged lateral portions 52a. 
and 53d from which they curve inwardly termi 
nating in narrow portions 52b and 53b. Due to 
the fact that in normal position these finger 
pieces are apt to be close to the hair on the 
Wearer's Wrist, Some inconvenience night be 
caused by inadvertently grasping the hair with 
the fingers when attempting to effect release. 

5 However, I have found that by providing finger 
pieces which generally have half the shape of 
a tear drop when viewed laterally, the hair slips 
between the fingers and the finger pieces thus 
eliminating this annoyance. 
After clamp member 7 has been secured in 

the desired position along section 0, latch part 
6 may be attached thereto simply by fitting 

flange portion 42 over hook portion 3 in inter 
fitting relationship and by the same movement 

is latch elements 45 and 46 are moved inwardly 
by flanges 22 and 23 due to the beveled portions 
47 and 48. When the parts reach the assembled 
position shown in Figure 4, latch elements 45 and 
46 Snap outwardly underneath flanges 22 and 23 
(Figure 7) thus preventing any vertical displace 
ment of clamp member 7 and latch part 6. 
Lateral displacement is prevented by the side 
walls of clamp member 7 as well as the inter 
fitting flange portion 42 and hook portion 3i. 

Referring to Figure 1, it will be seen that 
when the clamp member 7 and latch part 6 
are connected, finger pieces 52 and 53 lie adja 
cent one end of side walls 20 and 2 of the clamp 
member. Thus, the finger pieces are fully ex 
posed and readily accessible for release when 
this is desired. Furthermore, flange portion 42 
and hook portion 3 may be made sufficiently 
Sturdy to withstand a considerable displacing 
force in longitudinal directions and the latch 

5 portion is amply held in position against vertical 
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displacement by latch elements 45 and 46. Ac 
COrdingly, the device may be easily operated for 
connection or disconnection but when in the 
connected position it is reliable and secure 
against inadvertent displacement. 
As noted above, the end fa of Section is 

Soldered to portion 36d of top foundation piece 
36. It is important to have a rigid connection 
between these parts so that latch elements 6 
may be easily forced into the locking position 
shown in Figure 2. I have provided a unique 
method for further reinforcing this rigid con 
nection and also to enclose the spring 5 and 
associated parts shown in Figure 8. Thus, as 
shown in Figure 9, end a of the section is 
first Soldered into the above-described position. 
Next a bottom plate generally indicated at 4 
(Figure 10) fits over Spring 5 and connected 
parts between side walls 37 and 38. A portion 
4 fa of the bottom plate adjacent and above end 
a of section f extends laterally, as best shown 

in Figure 10, terminating at its opposite sides 
adjacent a pair of ears 39 and 40 which are pref 
erably an integral part of the foundation piece 
36. Furthermore, bottom plate 4t is bent in 
Wardly to form a vertical wall portion generally 
indicated at 54 (Figure 5) to hold Spring 5 in a 
straight line position. After bottom plate 4 has 
been placed in the above-described position, ears 
39 and 40 are bent inwardly upon portion 4 a. 
thereof to complete the assembly as shown in 
Figure 11. In this manner, Spring 5 and aSSo 
ciated parts are enclosed within foundation piece 
36 and a very rigid and reliable connection is 
provided between the foundation piece and sec 
tion f. 

It will thus be shown that I have provided a 
thoroughly practical and efficient construction 
and method in which the several objects here 
inabove referred to are efficiently accomplished. 
As many possible embodiments may be made 

of the mechanical features of the above inven 
tion and as the art herein described might be 
varied in various parts, all without departing 
from the scope of the invention, it is to be under 
stood that all matter hereinabove set forth, or 
shown in the accompanying drawings is to be 
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting 
SenSe, 

I claim: 
1. In a device of the character described, in 

combination, a bracelet catch comprising two in 
dividual sections, one of said Sections including 
a channel member shaped so that a section of a 
flat bracelet may slide therein, Said channel 
shaped member having a bottom portion and a 
pair of side walls, a floating member mounted on 
said first-mentioned member and adapted to 
engage the side of said bracelet opposite that en 
gaged by the bottom portion of said channel 
member, means pivotally connected to said side 
wall and including a part adapted to engage and 
force said floating member into clamping rela 
tionship with said bracelet, a hook portion 
formed on and extending from one of Said men 
bers and having its free end positioned outwardly 
from said bracelet, a pair of projections formed 
on said side walls, a hook portion formed on said 
second section and shaped to interfit with the 
hook portion of said first-mentioned section, 

5 

O 

15 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

3 
latch means yieldingly extending from the sides 
of said second-mentioned section and adapted to 
interlock with the projections of said first sec 
tions when said sections are hooked together, and 
finger pieces extending from the sides of Said 
Second-mentioned section and connected to said 
latch means, said sections being proportioned so 
that said finger pieces are exposed when said 
members are in hooked relationship. 

2. In a device of the character described, in 
combination, a bracelet catch comprising two in 
dividual sections, one of said sections including 
a channel member shaped so that a section of a 
flat bracelet may slide therein, said channel 
shaped member having a bottom portion and a 
pair of Side Walls, a floating member mounted on 
Said first-mentioned member and adapted to en 
gage the side of said bracelet opposite that en 
gaged by the bottom portion of said channel 
member, a pin secured to said side walls and 
spanning the space therebetween, a lever pivotal 
ly mounted on said pin and including a part 
adapted when said lever is pivoted to engage and 
force said floating member into clamping rela 
tionship with said bracelet, a hook formed on 
and extending from said floating member and 
having its free end positioned outwardly from 
the bottom portion of said channel member, a 
projection formed on each of said side walls and 
extending therefrom toward one another, a hook 
formed on Said Second Section and shaped to 
interfit with the hook on said first-mentioned 
Section, latch means resiliently mounted on said 
Second Section and extending from the sides 
thereof, said latch means being adapted to in 
terlock with the projections on said first section 
When Said Sections are hooked together, and 
means extending from said second section and 
connected to said latch means and exposed for 
Imanual Operation. When said members are in 
hooked relationship. 

3. In a device of the character described, in 
combination, a bracelet catch comprising two in 
dividual interlockable sections, one of said sec 
tions being channel-shaped and accordingly hav 
ing a bottom portion with side walls extending 
from Opposite sides thereof, a pin connected to 
Said Side Walls and Spanning the space there 
between, a floating member having a flat bottom 
and Slotted ears extending therefrom, said float 
ing member being disposed in said channei mem 
ber So that Said pin is disposed in said slot where 
by Said floating member is capable of movement 
toward and away from the botton of said chan 
nel member, means pivotally mounted on said pin 
and including a part engageable with the bottom 
of said floating member to force said floating 
member toward the bottom of said channel mem 
ber when said means are pivoted in one direction, 
a hook formed on said floating member and ex 
tending substantially at right angles from the 
bottom thereof, a hook formed on said second 
Section and shaped to interlock with said first 
hook when said sections are connected, and co 
operating manually operable latch elements 
formed on said sections for holding said sections 
in connected relationship when said hooks are 
interlocked. 

EUGEN PRESTINARI. 
  


