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To all whom, it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, JoE WADE, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Russell 
ville, in the county of Pope and State of 
Arkansas, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Mail-Bag Catchers, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to mail bag catch 

ers; and it has for its object the provision of 
apparatus of this character which may be 
operatively connected in the door-opening 
of a car and arranged for manual adjust 
ment therein whereby it may be quickly ex 
tended to a collecting position or swung into 
the car as the occasion may demand. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a mail bag catcher which will include 
a rotatably adjustable supporting shaft, a 
collecting arm and means for adjusting the 
collecting arm in parallel relation with the 
Supporting shaft so that the effective bag 
grasping and collecting portion thereof may 
be accurately adjusted with relation to the 
bag delivering crane. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a single actuating means which may 
be operated manually to effect rotary ad 
justments of the supporting shaft and par 
allel adjustments of the collecting arm. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide means for positively holding the 
collecting arm and the supporting shaft in 
operative collecting position. 
Another object of the invention is the 

provision of mail bag catching apparatus 
which will include a collecting arm having 
relatively yieldable bag embracing and 
clamping jaws embodying therein a trip 
mechanism for normally holding the jaws 
extended relatively. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide means whereby the tripping 
mechanism of the collecting jaws will be 
disposed in the effective path of the bag so 
as to be operated thereby on contact there 
with and insure an immediate adjustment 
of the jaws to bag clamping and retaining 
positions. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction, combination and arrange 
ment of parts, as will be hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings:-Figure 

1 is a perspective view of a car, showing the 
application of the catcher thereto; Fig. 2 is 

a horizontal section through the car, show 
ing the collecting arm in an extended posi 
tion beyond the door opening; Fig. 3 is a 
section on line 3-3 of Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a 
section on line 4-4 of Fig. 2: Fig. 5 is a 
section on line 5-5 of Fig. 1: Fig. 6 is a 
top plan view of the collecting arms, show 
ing the iaws thereof in collecting position, 
portions of the jaws being shown in section; 
and Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 6, show 
ing the jaws in opened position. 
The catching apparatus is shown to in 

clude bearings 1 and 2, which are disposed 
in line with each other and secured to the 
side bars A of the door-opening B of the 
car Cherein conventionally shown. A sup 
porting shaft 4 has its ends mounted in 
bearings 1 and 2, whereby the shaft is free 
for rotation to permit the collecting arm of 
the apparatus to be adjusted to operative 
and inoperative position, as the occasion 
may demand. 
A collecting arm 5 is disposed in parallel 

relation with the supporting shaft 4 and as 
illustrated said arm is pivotally connected at 
6 with a link 7, the latter having pivotal 
connection at 8 with the shaft 4. Adja 
cent to the opposite end, the collecting arm 
5 is pivotally connected as at 10 with a lever 
13. The latter having pivotal connection at 
14 with said shaft 4. The lever 13 is ex 
tended inwardly beyond the supporting 
shaft 4, where it is provided with a dog 16, 
which may be engaged yieldingly under the 
influence of the spring 17 with a rack seg 
ment 18, the latter being secured to the sha 
4 and disposed in concentric relation with 
the pivot 14 of the lever. From this con 
nection it is evident that the lever 13 can be 
rocked on the shaft 4 and positioned at the 
desired point upon the rack segment 18 to 
cause the dog 16 to engage with the rack and 
thereby retain the required adjustment of 
the collecting arm. Adjustment of the arm 
5 is desirable in that the effective bag col 
lecting portion thereof may be adjusted 
with relation to the mail crane, not shown, 
and thereby made to effectually grasp the 
bag and withdraw the same from the crane 
as is evident. 

In order that the shaft 4 may be held 
against rotation and thereby relieve the 
operator of the trouble of holding the col 
lecting arm 5 in an operative collecting po 
sition, I provide the bearing 2 with a con 
centric rack 19 with which a locking dog 20 
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of the shaft 4 may be engaged, as clearly 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The collecting end 
of the arm 5 supports a fixed jaw 24 and a 
pivoted jaw 25, the latter tending to move 
normally toward the jaw 24 under the in 
fluence of a closing spring 26. The fixed 
jaw is connected with a pivoted trip 27, 
which is adapted for movements in a slot 
28 in the movable jaw and to engage with a 
keeper 29 of said movable jaw whereby to 
hold the latter against the action of the 
spring 26. A handle 30 of the trip 27 may 
be engaged by the hand, and adjusted so as 
to move the trip into operative position with 
the keeper. The trip extends across the bag 
collecting space between the companion 
jaws 24 and 25 where it is disposed directly 
in the path of the bag so as to be actuated 
thereby and released or permit both of the 
jaws to move relatively into proper grip 
ping contact with the bag. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, the construction and operation of the 
invention will be readily understood with 
out requiring a more extended explanation. 
Warious changes in the form, proportion 

and the minor details of construction may 
be resorted to without departing from the 
principle or sacrificing any of the advan 
tages of this invention, as claimed. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is:- 

1. A mail bag catcher comprising a rev 
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olubly mounted shaft, means for support 
ing the shaft in the door opening of a car, 
means for holding the shaft against rota 
tion, a rocking lever mounted on the shaft, 
a link mounted for rocking movement upon 
the shaft and movable parallel with the 
lever, and a collecting arm operatively con 
necting the link with the lever. 

2. A mail bag catcher comprising a rev 
olubly mounted shaft, means for support 
ing the shaft in the door opening of a car, 
means for holding the shaft against rota 
tion, a rocking lever mounted on the shaft, 
a link mounted for rocking movement upon 
the shaft and movable parallel with the 
lever, a collecting arm operatively connect 
ing the link with the lever and including a 
fixed jaw and a movable jaw, a spring oper 
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ating against the movable jaw for moving 
the same in the direction of the fixed jaw, 
a trip carried by the fixed jaw and extend 
ing across the space between both jaws when 
the device is set to an operative bag re 
ceiving position, and means on the movable 
jaw for engaging the trip whereby to nor 
mally hold the movable jaw in an operative 
bag collecting position with relation to the 
fixed jaw. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa 

ture in presence of two witnesses. 
JOE WADE. 

Witnesses: 
W. H. TrAL, 
WEITER HOLT. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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